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HOUSE AMENDMENT
hbd- 02 Bill No. HB 1933, 1st Eng.

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Argenziano offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

On page 4, between lines 19 and 20,

i nsert:

Section 5. Section 180.136, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

180. 136 Water or sewer utilities; notice.--Before a

| ocal governnent water or sewer utility increases any rate,

charge, or fee for water or sewer utility service, the utility

shal | provide notice of the proposed increase to each custoner

of the utility through the utility's billing process. The

notice shall state the date, tine, and place of the neeting of

t he governing board of the |ocal governnment at which such

increase will be considered. The notice required in this

section is in addition to any notice and public neeting

requi renments for ordi nance adoption as provided by genera

| aw.

Section 6. Section 350.0611, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
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350. 0611 Public Counsel; duties and powers.--1t shal
be the duty of the Public Counsel to provide | ega
representation for the people of the state in proceedi ngs
before the commi ssion and in proceedi ngs before counties
pursuant to s. 367.171(8). The Public Counsel shall have such
powers as are necessary to carry out the duties of his or her

office, including, but not limted to, the follow ng specific
power s:

(1) To reconmmend to the comm ssion, by petition, the
commencenent of any proceeding or action or to appear, in the
nane of the state or its citizens, in any proceeding or action
before the conmi ssion and urge therein any position which he
or she deens to be in the public interest, whether consistent
or inconsistent with positions previously adopted by the
conmi ssion, and utilize therein all forns of discovery
available to attorneys in civil actions generally, subject to
protective orders of the comm ssion which shall be revi ewabl e
by summary procedure in the circuit courts of this state.

(2) To have access to and use of all files, records,
and data of the conmission available to any ot her attorney
representing parties in a proceeding before the commi ssion. -

(3) In any proceeding in which he or she has
participated as a party, to seek review of any deternination
finding, or order of the comission, or of any hearing
exam ner designated by the commi ssion, in the name of the
state or its citizens.

(4) To prepare and issue reports, recommendations, and
proposed orders to the conmm ssion, the Governor, and the
Legi slature on any nmatter or subject within the jurisdiction
of the conmm ssion, and to nake such recommendati ons as he or
she deens appropriate for legislation relative to conm ssion
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procedures, rules, jurisdiction, personnel, and functions. i

(5) To appear before other state agencies, federa
agenci es, and state and federal courts in connection with
matters under the jurisdiction of the commission, in the nane
of the state or its citizens.

Section 7. Subsection (8) of section 367.171, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

367.171 Effectiveness of this chapter. --

(8) Each county which is excluded fromthe provisions
of this chapter shall regulate the rates of all utilities in
t hat county whi ch woul d ot herwi se be subject to regulation by
the comi ssion pursuant to s. 367.081(1), (2), (3), and (6).
The county shall not regulate the rates or charges of any
systemor facility which would otherw se be exenpt from
conmmi ssion regul ation pursuant to s. 367.022(2). For this
purpose the county or its agency shall proceed as though the
county or agency is the conmission. In all proceedi ngs

conducted by a county or its agency under the authority of
this chapter, the provisions of ss. 120.569 and 120.57 shal

appl y.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 20, after the sem col on

i nsert:
creating s. 180.136, F.S.; requiring notice of
proposed increases in certain water or sewer
utility service rates, charges, or fees;
speci fying such notice is in addition to other
3
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notice and neeting requirenments; anendi ng s.
350. 0611, F.S.; requiring the Public Counsel to
provide | egal representation in proceedings

bef ore counti es under certain circunstances;
anending s. 367.171, F.S.; requiring county
rate proceedings to foll ow certain provisions
of the Administrative Procedure Act;
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