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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 1934

Arendment No. 1

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Committee on Fiscal Policy recommended the follow ng
amendnent :

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 16, line 16, through page 20, line 16, delete
t hose lines

and insert:

(8) NATURE- AND- HERI TAGE- BASED TOURI SM BUSI NESS
M CRO- LOAN PROGRAM - - The st atew de advi sory conmittee on
nat ur e- and- heri tage-based tourism as established in section
288. 1224, Florida Statutes, shall work with Enterprise
Florida, Inc., the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent, VISIT FLORI DA, the Rural Econom ¢ Devel opnent
Initiative, the Florida Fish and WIldlife Conservation

Conmmi ssion, the D vision of Recreation and Parks of the

Fl ori da Departnent of Environnental Protection, and other

appropriate entities to develop a statew de micro-|loan program

for the purpose of financing the creation and enhancenent of

smal | busi nesses providi ng nature-based or heritage-based

touri sm experi ences. Exanples include bicycle rentals, canoe
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Bill No. CS for CS for SB 1934
Arendment No. 1

outfitters, and bed-and-breakfast facilities in proximty to

nat ural areas, and eco-tour operators and guides. No | ater

than February 1, 2001, this group shall subnmt a report to the

Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives that provides: the m ssion and structure of

the micro-loan program guidelines for adnministering the

program and criteria for and any linitations on | oan

recipient eligibhility and on use of |oan funds.
(9) EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY PI LOT PROGRAM - -
(a) The Departnent of Managenent Services, in

consultation with the Departnent of Education, the regiona

consortium servi ce organi zati ons, established under section
228.0857, Florida Statutes, and institutions of higher
education, shall establish a pilot project in a rural schoo

or district that uses wireless or other technologies to

provide interactive |earning opportunities and |nternet

access, in order to illustrate ways to increase access to

gual ity educational resources in the state's rural areas. The

pilot nust include |inkages to existing information technol ogy

systens in the pilot area, for exanple, to a public library, a

university, or a four-year or comunity coll ege, county or

nmuni ci pal governnent, health care facility, or private

busi ness network. The purposes of the project are to

illustrate ways to i ncrease access to quality educationa

resources in the state's rural areas, to | everage federa

funds available for bridging the "digital divide," to build on

existing applications to create community-based networks, and

to foster opportunities for innovative distribution of

exi sting funds.

(b) The Departnent of Managenent Services shall sel ect

the rural school or district that will participate in the
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pilot project in consultation with the Departnent of Education

and the Florida D stance Learning Network Advisory Council, as

descri bed in section 241.003, Florida Statutes. The sel ection

process shall be based on the following criteria:

1. Through eval uation of the school inprovenent plan

denonstrati on of how the school or district will |everage

addi tional connectivity provided through the pilot project to

i mprove student achi evenent;

2. |If the pilot project involves wireless technol ogy,

denonstration of the school's or district's ability to

ef fectively deploy w rel ess technol ogy based on existing

i nfrastructure;

3. Denopnstration of commitnent of the | eadership of

the school or district to use technology to inprove teaching

and | earni ng;

4, |f the pilot project involves wreless technol ogy,

potential cost savings or inproved access resulting fromthe

use of wireless rather than traditional connectivity

t echnol ogy;
5. The ability to use the technology infrastructure in

ot her | ocal governnent applications within the service area;

6. Denonstration of willingness and ability of the

community to assume ongoing costs to nmaintain the pilot

project for a minimum5-year period. Such wllingness and

ability may be denpnstrated through intraconmunity agreenents

or ot her neans; and

7. Such other criteria as determ ned by the agenci es.

(c) The Departnent of Managenent Services, in

consultation with the Departnent of Education and the Florida

Di stance Learni ng Network Advisory Council, shall devel op

perfornance standards for the pilot project consistent with
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t he Sunshi ne State Standards, as described in section 229.57,

Florida Statutes, and broader community-based standards as

appropriate, and shall eval uate the progress of the pilot

project at |least annually based on the performance standards.
(10) ACGRI CULTURAL CONSERVATI ON AND PROFI TABI LI TY. - -
(a) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services, in consultation with the University of Florida and

the Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University, shal

establish a pilot project ained at encouragi ng agricul tural

di versification throughout the state. The project nust do at

| east one of the followi ng: introduce alternative crops, such

as hot peppers, amaranth, or pigeon peas, or alternative

growi ng techni ques, for exanple, greenhouse vegetabl e

production in north Florida or early-season bl ueberries and

peaches; introduce a val ue-added activity or industry, such as

fruit or vegetable processing or packaging into a farning

community as a neans of increasing the profitability of

current farmproducts for |local growers; or focus on

aquacul ture, such as devel opnent of the state's sturgeon

i ndustry or the devel opnent or expansi on of coastal shellfish

enterprises. The purpose of the pilot project is to

denonstrate alternative crops, techni ques, and industries that

can enhance the profitability and sustainability of

agriculture in Florida. The Conmi ssi oner of Agriculture shall

in consultation with the Agricultural Econom c Devel opnent

Proj ect Review Conmmittee as described in section 570. 248,

Florida Statutes, select the pilot project based on eval uation

criteria for agricultural econon c devel opnent projects
delineated in section 570.247, Florida Statutes. The
Conmi ssioner of Agriculture shall report annually to the

Agricul tural Economic Devel opnent Project Review Committee on
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the progress of the pilot project for the duration of the

proj ect based on perfornmance neasures devel oped for the
proj ect consistent with sections 570.244, 570.246, and
570. 247, Florida Statutes.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 16-21, delete those lines

and insert:
touri sm busi ness m cro-|oan progran providing
for an educational technology pilot programto
be established by the Departnment of Managenent
Services; providing for an agricultural
di versification pilot project to be
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