Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1947
By Representative Hil

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to environnental justice;

3 creating s. 760.855, F.S.; creating the

4 "Florida Environnental Justice Act of 2000"

5 providing a definition; providing |egislative

6 finding and declaration; requiring the Center

7 for Environnental Equity and Justice at Florida
8 Agricul tural and Mechanical University, in

9 consultation with the Executive Office of the
10 CGovernor, the Departnent of Environnental

11 Protection, the Departnent of Health, the

12 Departnent of Comrunity Affairs, the Departnment
13 of Transportation, the Agency for Health Care
14 Adm ni stration, the Departnent of Agriculture
15 and Consuner Services, the water nmnagenent

16 districts, local governnents, affected

17 communities, and industry, to develop a state
18 i nteragency environnental justice strategy;

19 providing for submittal to the Governor
20 requiring said entities to inplenment a strategy
21 to address communities of the state with
22 di sproportionate air, water, or soil pollution
23 requiring a report to the Governor and
24 Legi sl ature; providing an appropriation
25 providing an effective date.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. Section 760.855, Florida Statutes, is
30| created to read:
31 760. 855 Florida Environnmental Justice Act of 2000.--
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(1) The Florida Legislature, having received the 1996

Fl orida Environnental Equity and Justice Commi ssion Fina

Report, and having inplenented the foll owi ng recommendati ons

of the report: the creation of the Center for Environnenta

Equity and Justice at Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal

University, the formation of the Conmunity Environnental
Heal th Advisory Board within the Departnment of Health, and the
i npl erentation of a Birth Defects Registry, hereby creates the

Fl ori da Envi ronnmental Justice Act of 2000."

(2) For purposes of this section, "departnents" neans

the Departnent of Environmental Protection, the Departnment of

Heal th, the Departnment of Community Affairs, the Departnent of

Transportation, the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services, the Agency for Health Care Adnministration, and the

wat er managenent districts.

(3) The Legislature hereby finds and decl ares that

people of all races, cultures, and incones nust be treated

fairly with respect to the devel opnent, adoption

i npl erentation, and enforcenent of environnental statutes,

ordi nances, rules and regul ati ons, and public policies.

(4)(a) The Center for Environmental Equity and

Justice, in consultation with the Executive O fice of the

Governor, the departnents, |ocal governnents, affected

communities, and industry, shall develop a state interagency

environnental justice strategy that addresses any

di sproportionate human health or environnmental effect of

prograns, policies, and activities, including permtting

deci sions, on mnority popul ations and | ow i ncone popul ati ons

in the state.

(b) The state interagency environnental justice

strategy shall include the devel opnent of nethodol ogy, based
2
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on the 1996 Florida Environnental Equity and Justice

Conmi ssion Final Report, enpirical data, and public testinony,

for considering environnental justice inpacts in agency

permtting and cl eanup decisions and for identifying

environnental |y overburdened communities and di sproportionate

health inpacts in mnority and | owincone comuniti es.

(c) The state interagency environnental justice

strategy shall be submitted to the Governor on or before July

31, 2001, shall provide guidance for the departnents in

i mpl enenting the strategy, and shall include recomendations

for fiscal appropriations necessary to inplenent the strategy.
(d) On or before June 30, 2001, the departnents shal
nake the achi evenent of environnental justice part of their

m ssion by inplenenting a strategy that addresses conmunities

of the state that are disproportionately inpacted by air,

water, and soil pollution that could create heal th hazards,

and addresses, as appropriate, disproportionate hunman health

or environnental effects of the departnents' prograns,

policies, and activities, including permtting decisions, on

m nority popul ations and | ow i ncone popul ati ons i npacted by

the identified air, water, and soil pollution

(e) The departnents shall report regarding the

i npl erentation of this section to the Governor, the President

of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and the chairs of the appropriate substantive and fisca

comm ttees of each house by July 31, 2001

Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Center for Environnental Equity and

Justice at Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University for
t he 2000-2001 fiscal year the sum of $100,000 to inplenent the
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1| provisions of s. 760.855, Florida Statutes, as created by this

2| act.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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7
Creates the "Florida Environnental Justice Act of 2000."

8 Requires the Center for Environnental Equity and Justice
at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, in

9 consultation"wth the Executive Ofice of the Governor,
t he Departnent of Environnental Protection, the

10 Departnent of Health, the Departnent of Conmunity
Affairs, the Departnent of Transportation, the Agency for

11 Heal th Care Adm nistration, the partment of Agriculture
and Consuner Services, the water nanagenent disfricts,

12 | ocal governnents, affected communities, and i ndustry, to
devel op and submit to the Governor by JuI%/ 31, 2001, " a

13 state I nteragency. environnental justice strat eg%/.
Requires said entities to !r'rRI enent a strategy to address

14 communities of the state wth _di sproportionate air,
water, or soil pollution, b%/ June 30, 2001, and to report

15 to the Governor and Legislature on inplenentation of the

16 act by July 31, 2001. Provides an appropriation.
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