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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2008
By Senator King

8-1420-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to insurance; anending ss.
627.4239, 641.31, F.S.; prohibiting insurers
and heal th mai nt enance organi zations from
excl udi ng coverage for any drug prescribed for
the treatnent of chronic, disabling, or
life-threatening ill ness because it is not
federal |y approved; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 627.4239, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
627. 4239 Coverage for use of drugs in treatnment of

cancer or chronic, disabling, or life-threatening ill nesses.--
(1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(a) "Medical literature" nmeans scientific studies

published in a United States peer-reviewed nationa
pr of essi onal j ournal
(b) "Standard reference conpendi un' neans:
1. The United States Pharmacopeia Drug Information
2. The Anerican Medical Association Drug Eval uati ons;
or
3. The Anerican Hospital Formulary Service Drug
I nf ormati on.
(2) COVERAGE FOR TREATMENT OF CANCER OR CHRONI C,
Dl SABLI NG OR LI FE- THREATENI NG | LLNESSES. - -

(a) An insurer may not exclude coverage in any
i ndi vidual or group insurance policy issued, anended,
delivered, or renewed in this state which covers the treatnent
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1| of cancer or other chronic, disabling, or life-threatening

2] illnesses for any drug prescribed for the treatnment of such
3|illness eancer on the ground that the drug is not approved by
4] the United States Food and Drug Administration for a

5| particular indication, if that drug is recognized for

6| treatment of that indication in a standard reference

7 | conpendi um or recommended in the nedical literature.

8 (b) Coverage for a drug required by this section also
9 ] includes the nedically necessary services associated with the
10 | adni ni stration of the drug.

11 (3) APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE. --This section nmay not be
12 | construed to:

13 (a) Alter any other law with regard to provisions

14| linmting coverage for drugs that are not approved by the

15| United States Food and Drug Administration

16 (b) Require coverage for any drug if the United States
17 | Food and Drug Administration has determined that the use of
18 | the drug is contraindicated.

19 (c) Require coverage for a drug that is not otherw se
20 | approved for any indication by the United States Food and Drug
21 | Admini stration.

22 (d) Affect the determnation as to whether particul ar
23| l evel s, dosages, or usage of a nedication associated with bone
24 | marrow transpl ant procedures are covered under an individua
25| or group health insurance policy or health naintenance

26 | organi zation contract.

27 (e) Apply to specified disease or suppl enental

28 | policies.

29 (4) Nothing in this section is intended, expressly or
30| by inplication, to create, inpair, alter, linmt, nodify,

31| enlarge, abrogate, prohibit, or withdraw any authority to
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1| provide reinbursenent for drugs used in the treatnent of any
2 | other disease or condition
3 Section 2. Subsection (39) is added to section 641.31
4| Florida Statutes, to read
5 641.31 Health maintenance contracts. --
6 (39) A health nmintenance organi zati on that covers
7| drugs for the treatnent of a chronic, disabling, or
8|life-threatening illness nust conply with s. 627.4239.
9 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
10
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12 SENATE SUMVARY
13 Prohi bits insurers and heal th mai ntenance organi zati ons
from excludi ng coverage for any drug prescribed for the
14 treatnent of Chronic, "disabling, or |ife-threatening
il ness because it is not_ approved by the United States
15 Food and Drug Adm nistration
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