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Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 2032

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senator Cary

317-1925-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; providing an exenption from
public records requirenents for infornmation
relating to individuals who are applying for or
receiving services fromthe Departnment of
Health or its agents; providing for future
review and repeal ; providing a finding of
public necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (dd) is added to subsection (3)
of section 119.07, Florida Statutes, to read:

119. 07 |Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(dd) Al personally identifying information, bank

account nunbers, and debit and credit card nunbers cont ai ned

in records relating to an individual's personal health or

eligibility for health-rel ated services made or received by

the Departnent of Health or its service providers are

confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1)

and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution, except as

ot herwi se provided by law. Informati on nade confidential and

exenpt by this paragraph shall be discl osed:

1. Wth the express witten consent of the individua

or the individual's legally authorized representati ve.

Furthernore, if a request is nmade for specific records of an

i ndi vidual, such records shall be disclosed only with the
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express witten consent of the individual or the individual's

| egal |y aut hori zed representative.

2. In a nedical energency, but only to the extent

necessary to protect the health or life of the individual

3. By an order of a court and upon a show ng of good

cause.

This paragraph is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Review
Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, and shall stand
repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent of the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that personally identifying i nformati on, bank

account nunbers, and debit and credit card nunbers cont ai ned

in records relating to an individual's personal health or

eligibility for health-rel ated services made or received by

the Departnment of Health or its service providers be held

confidential and exenpt from public disclosure unless

ot herwi se provided for by law. The Legislature finds that this

exenption is needed to protect information that is of a

sensitive personal nature that concerns individuals. Every

person has an expectation of and a right to privacy in al

matters concerning his or her personal health when nedica

services are provided by the Departnent of Health or its

service providers. Matters of personal health are

traditionally private and confidential concerns between the

patient and the health care provider. The private and

confidential nature of personal health nmatters pervades both

the public and private health-care sectors. For these reasons,

the individual's expectation and right to privacy in al

matters regarding his or her personal health necessitates this
2
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exenption. In addition, an individual's personal financial

situation as it relates to eligibility for health care

services is also of a sensitive personal nature and shoul d be

confidential and exenpt.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2032

Revi ses the exenption to the Public Records Law to nmke al
personal ly identifying information, bank account nunbers and
debit and credit card numbers contained in records relating to
an i ndividual's personal health or eI|?|b|I|ty

heal t h-rel ated servi ces mai ntaj ned he De artnent of Health
or its authorized service providers conflden ial and exenpt
fromthe Public Records Law.
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