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By Representative Henriquez

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Resident Job

3 Preparation Forgi vable Loan program creating
4 s. 240.6052, F.S.; providing | egislative

5 intent; creating the Florida Resident Job

6 Preparation Forgivable Loan programto make

7 forgivable | oans available to eligible students
8 enrolled in associ ate degree prograns at

9 el i gi bl e i ndependent coll eges and universities;
10 providing eligibility requirenents for

11 i ndependent col |l eges and universities;

12 providing student eligibility requirenents;

13 establishing a nethod to determ ne the anount
14 of a Florida Resident Job Preparation

15 For gi vabl e Loan; providing for the anpunt of
16 the loan to be reduced if the anmount of al

17 schol arshi ps and grants recei ved exceeds the
18 anount charged to the student for tuition and
19 fees; limting the nunbers of senesters or
20 guarters a student may receive a Florida Job
21 Preparation Forgi vable Loan; providing an
22 exception; requiring a student who receives a
23 Fl orida Job Preparation Forgivable Loan and
24 does not conplete an associ ate degree within a
25 certain period of tine to repay the anpunt of
26 the loan plus interest; providing for the
27 di sbursenment of funds; requiring the Departnent
28 of Education to include in its annua
29 | egi sl ative budget request an anobunt necessary
30 to inplenent the provisions of this section
31 requiring funding to be included annually in
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the General Appropriations Act; requiring the
State Board of Education to adopt rules;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 240.6052, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
240. 6052 Florida Resident Job Preparation Forgivable
Loan program - -

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that the econonic

wel fare of the state is heavily dependent upon the education

and enployability of its citizenry. The Legislature further

recogni zes that the needs of the workforce stretch across a

variety of industries. The Legislature finds that a

signi fi cant nunber of state residents choose to attend

nonpublic colleges and universities as a neans of acquiring

t he knowl edge and skills necessary to becone contributing

nmenbers of society. The Legislature further finds that a

strong and vi abl e system of nonpublic colleges reduces the tax

burden on the citizens of the state. Therefore, the

Legislature finds that a Resident Job Preparati on Forgi vable

Loan program which awards forgivable loans to state residents

for study in career-oriented prograns at nonpublic colleges is

consistent with the goals of the state to increase the

education and skill levels of its citizenry, and to reduce the

tax burden on the citizens of the state. Because the award of

a Florida Resident Job Preparation Forgivable Loan will not be

related to a student's financial need or other criteria upon

which financial aid prograns are based, it is the intent of

the Legislature that the Florida Resident Job Preparation
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For gi vabl e Loan program not be considered a financial aid

program but rather a tuition assistance program
(2) There is hereby created the Florida Resident Job
Preparation Forgivable Loan programto be adninistered by the

Departnent of Education. The program shall nmke forgivable

| oans available to eligible students for undergraduate study

at an eligible i ndependent coll ege or university.

(3) A Florida Resident Job Preparation Forgivable Loan

may be used at an i ndependent college or university that:

(a) |Is located in Florida.

(b) |Is accredited by a regional or nationa

accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on.

(c) Is either licensed by the State Board of

| ndependent Col | eges and Universities or exenpt fromlicensure
pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a).
(d) Participates in the common course designation and

nunbering systemand had at |east 10 percent of its courses
submitted to the system by Decenber 31, 1999. To remmin
eligible, an independent college or university nmust have 50

percent of its courses submitted to the system by Decenber 31

2000, and 75 percent of its courses subnitted to the system by

Decenber 31 of the year preceding the fiscal year of the award

of the forgivable | oan

(e) Is not eligible to participate in the WlliamL.

Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program established by
s. 240. 605.
(f) Has a secul ar purpose, provided that the receipt

of state aid by students at the institution will not have the

primary effect of advancing or inpeding religion, or result in
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excessi ve entangl enent between the state and any religious

sect.

(4) To be eligible to receive a Florida Resident Job

Preparation Forgivable Loan, a student nust:

(a) Meet the general requirenents for student

eligibility for state financial aid established by s. 240. 404,

i ncl udi ng resi dency, except as otherw se provided by this

secti on.

(b) Be enrolled as a full-tine student in an associate

degree program at an eligi ble i ndependent coll ege or

uni versity.

(c) Not be enrolled in a programof study leading to a

degree in theology or divinity.

(d) Be nmking satisfactory acadeni c progress, as

defined by the college or university in which he or she is

enrol | ed.

(e) Agree in witing to conplete his or her associate

degree within the nmaxinumtinefrane deternined by the United

States Departnment of Education for purposes of financial aid,

or to repay the | oan anount plus interest, according to

provi sions established by the Departnent of Education
(5)(a) The anmobunt of a Florida Resident Job
Preparation Forgivable Loan awarded to a student shall be the

average cost to the state, per acadenm c year, for the

full-tinme enroll nent of a student in an institution within the

Florida Community Col |l ege System unless otherw se specified

in the General Appropriations Act. |f the conbi ned anount of

a forgivable | oan awarded according to this section and al

ot her schol arships and grants for tuition or fees awarded to a

student exceeds the anmobunt charged to the student for tuition
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and fees, the Departnent of Education shall reduce the

forgivable | oan by an amount equal to such excess.

(b) No student shall receive a Florida Job Preparation

Forgi vabl e Loan for nore than 6 senesters or 9 quarters

except as ot herwi se provided by s. 240.404(3).

(c) Any Florida Resident Job Preparation Forgivable

Loan reci pi ent who does not conplete an associ ate degree

within the maxi numtinefrane deternined by the United States

Departnent of Education for purposes of financial aid shal

repay to the Florida Departnent of Education, on a schedule to

be deternined by the departnent, the entire anpunt of the

schol arship plus interest accruing fromthe date of the

schol arshi p paynent.

(6) The Departnent of Education shall disburse to the

college or university in which a student receiving a Florida

Resi dent Job Preparation Forgivable Loan is enrolled funds for

payrment of that student's tuition and fees. The departnent

may di shurse a portion of such funds in advance of the

registration period. Each institution receiving funds

pursuant to this subsection shall certify to the departnent

t he anmpbunt of funds di sbursed to each student and shall remt

to the departnent any undi sbursed advances or refunds within

60 days after the end of regular registration

(7) The Departnent of Education shall include inits

annual |egislative budget request an ampunt necessary to

i npl erent the provisions of this section which shall be based

on the average cost to the state, per acadenic year, for the

full-tinme enroll nent of a student in an institution within the

Florida Community College System nultiplied by the nunber of

students planned to participate in the program Funding for
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1| the Florida Job Preparation Forgivable Loan program shall be
2| included annually in the General Appropriations Act.
3 (8) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es
4 | necessary for the admnistration of the program incl uding
5] rules that establish repaynent schedul es and applicabl e
6| interest rates pursuant to ss. 240.451 and 240. 465.
7 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
8
9 EE IR I b I b S I S b I S S b b O I b S S b
10 HOUSE SUVMMARY
11 . . . .
Creates the Florida Resident Job Preparation Forgivable
12 Loan_Brogran1to make forgivable | oans available fo
eligible students enroll é&d in associ ate degree prograns
13 at ellglble_lndePendent col | eges and uni versities.
Providés eligibility requirenents for independent = .
14 coll eges and uni versities. Provides student_ellglblllty
requi renents,. Establishes a nethod to determ ne the
15 anmount of a Florida Resident Job Preparation Forgivable
Loan. Provides for the ampunt of the |oan to be reduced
16 if the anpunt of all schol arships and grants received
exceeds the amount charged to the student for tuition and
17 fees. Limts the nunbers of senesters or quarters a
student _may receive a Florida Job Preparation Forgivable
18 Loan, Provides an exception. Requires a student who
receives a Florida Job Preparation Forgivable Loan and
19 does not conplete an assocliate degree Within a certain
period of tine to repay the anmpbunt of the |oan plus
20 Interest. Provides for the disbursenent of funds.
Requires the Departnent of Education to include in its
21 annual | egislative budget request an amobunt necessary to
i mpl erent "t he provisions of this section. Requires
22 funding to be I ncluded annuaIIY in_the CGenera
Appropriations Act. Requires the State Board of
23 Education to adopt rul es.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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