HB 2077, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Bay of Pigs and

3 Oper ati on Mongoose Historical Site and Menori al

4 Study Group; establishing the Bay of Pigs and

5 Oper ati on Mongoose Historical Site and Menori al

6 Study Group; providing for nenbership of the

7 study group; requiring the study group to

8 conpil e and submit a report; providing an

9 ef fective date.
10
11 WHEREAS, the main thrust of the Bay of Pigs invasion
12 | was | aunched on April 17, 1961, from bases in N caragua
13 | towards southern Cuba, and cl andestine diversionary raids were
14 |  aunched towards northern Cuba fromthe Florida Keys, and
15 WHEREAS, the 2506 Assault Brigade invasion force was
16 | conposed of approximately 1,500 Cuban expatriates, of which an
17 | estinmated 300 were killed and 1,179 were captured by the
18 | Castro Forces, and
19 WHEREAS, after the failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion
20| the United States conmenced Operation Mongoose, which was a
21 | cl andestine plan designed to subvert the Cuban governnment
22 | through sabot age, propaganda, and infiltration, and
23 WHEREAS, it is fitting that a nenorial be erected to
24 | recogni ze the nenbers of the 2506 Assault Brigade who were
25| involved in the Bay of Pigs invasion, and Operation Mongoose
26 | participants, nany of whomwere killed and all of whomrisked
27 | their lives in the attenpts to free their honel and, NOW
28 | THEREFORE,
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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1 Section 1. There is created the Bay of Pigs and
2 | Operation Mongoose Historical Site and Menorial Study G oup
3 | conposed of one representative each fromthe John Pennekanp
4| Coral Reef State Park, the Division of State Lands of the
5| Departnent of Environnental Protection, the Ml asses Reef
6 | Mari na Corporation, the Bay of Pigs and Operati on Mbngoose
7| Hstorical Site and Menorial Nonprofit Corporation, and a
8| fifth nmenber to be agreed upon by all of the other four
9 | nenbers. The study group shall conpile a report on an
10 | appropriate nenorial to the cause and sacrifice of the
11 | participants in the Bay of Pigs invasion and Operation
12 | Mongoose. The report shall review and di scuss any appropriate
13| sites for the nenorial, its devel opnent, ongoi ng nai nt enance,
14 | and appropriate funding sources for these activities. The
15| report shall be subnmitted to the Governor and Cabinet, sitting
16 | as the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust
17 | Fund, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
18 | Presi dent of the Senate by Decenber 31, 2000.
19 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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