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SENATE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2080

Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senator Grant noved the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Amendment
On page 12, line 11 through page 15, line 11, delete
t hose lines

and insert:
(1) A licensed child-placing agency that takes

physi cal custody of a newborn infant left at a hospital or a

fire station pursuant to s. 383.50, shall assune

responsibility for all nedical costs and all other costs

associ ated with the energency services and care of the newborn

infant fromthe tine the licensed child-placi ng agency takes

physi cal custody of the newborn infant.

(2) The licensed child-placing agency shal

i mmedi ately seek an order fromthe circuit court for energency

custody of the newborn infant. The energency custody order

shall remain in effect until the court orders prelininary

approval of placenment of the newborn infant in the prospective

hone, at which tine the prospective adoptive parents becone

guar di ans pending term nation of parental rights and

1
3:24 PM  03/28/00 s$2080.j ul3. 0l




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2080
Anmendnment No.

finalization of adoption or until the court orders otherw se.

The licensed child-placing agency nay seek to tenporarily

pl ace the newborn infant in a prospective adoptive hone as

soon as possi bl e.

(3) The licensed chil d-placing agency that takes

physi cal custody of the newborn infant shall immediately

request assistance fromlaw enforcenent officials to

i nvestigate and deternmi ne, through the Mssing Children

I nformati on O earinghouse, the National Center for Mssing and

Expl oited Children, and any other national and state

resources, whether or not the newborn infant is a m ssing
chil d.
(4 Wthin 7 days after accepting physical custody of

the newborn infant, the licensed chil d-pl aci ng agency shal

initiate a diligent search to notify and to obtain consent

froma parent whose identity or |location is unknown, other

than the parent who has left a newborn infant at a fire

station or a hospital in accordance with s. 383.50. The

diligent search nust include, at a mininmum inquiries of al

known rel atives of the parent, inquiries of all offices or

program areas of the departnent likely to have information

about the parent, inquiries of other state and federa

agencies likely to have i nfornmati on about the parent,

inquiries of appropriate utility and postal providers and

i nquiries of appropriate | aw enforcenent agenci es.

Constructive notice nust al so be provi ded pursuant to chapter

49 in the county where the newborn infant was left and in the

county where the petition to terminate parental rights will be

filed. The constructive notice nmust include at a m ni nrum

avail able identifying information, and informati on on whom a

parent nust contact in order to assert a claimof parental
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rights of the newborn infant and how to assert that claim If

a parent is identified and | ocated, notice of the adjudicatory

hearing shall be provided. If a parent can not be identified

or | ocated subsequent to the diligent search and constructive

notice, the licensed child-placing agency shall file an

affidavit of diligent search at the same tine that the

petition to ternminate parental rights is fil ed.

(5) A petition for termnation of parental rights

under this section may not be filed until 30 days after the

date the newborn infant was |left in accordance with s. 383.50.

A petition for termnation of parental rights nmay not be

granted until consent to adoption or an affidavit of

nonpaternity has been executed by a parent of the newborn

infant as set forth in s. 63.062, a parent has failed to

reclaimor claimthe newborn infant within the specified tine

period, or the consent of a parent is otherw se waived by the

court.
(6) A claimof parental rights of the newborn infant

nust be nade to the entity having physical or |egal custody of

the newborn infant or to the circuit court before whom

proceedi ngs i nvol ving the newborn infant are pending. Aclaim

of parental rights of the newborn infant nay not be nade after

the judgnent to terminate parental rights is entered, except

as otherw se provided by subsection (10).

(7) |If aclaimof parental rights of a newborn infant

is made before the judgenent to terninate parental rights is

entered, the circuit court shall hold the action for

ternmination of parental rights pendi ng subsequent adoption in

abeyance for a period of tinme not to exceed 60 days.

(a) The court shall order scientific testing to

determine maternity or paternity at the expense of the parent
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clainmng parental rights unless maternity or paternity has

been previously established legally or by scientific testing.

(b) The court nmay appoint a guardian ad litemfor the

newborn i nfant and order whatever investigation, hone

eval uati on and psychol ogi cal evaluation are necessary to

determ ne what is in the best interest of the newborn infant.

(c) The court nmay not termnate parental rights solely

on the basis that the parent |left a newborn infant at a

hospital or fire station in accordance with s. 383.50.

(d) The court shall enter a judgnent with witten

findings of fact and concl usi ons of | aw.
(8 Wthin 24 hours after filing the judgnent, the
clerk of the court shall nmail a copy of the judgnent to the

departnent, the petitioner, and the persons whose consent were

required, if known. The clerk shall execute a certificate of

each mailing.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent subsections.)
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