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By the Cormittee on Fiscal Policy and Senator Cow n

309- 2063- 00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school readi ness; anending
3 s. 411.01, F.S.; revising the conposition of

4 the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness;
5 revising the nenbership of school readiness

6 coalitions; providing sovereign immunity for

7 school readi ness coalitions; changing

8 term nology relating to paynent; anending s.

9 230. 2305, F.S.; revising funding for

10 preki ndergarten early intervention prograns;
11 aut hori zi ng the Governor at the request of the
12 Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness to

13 request approval of the Administration

14 Conmi ssion for transfer of funds by the

15 Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services and
16 t he Departnent of Education to the partnership
17 for school readiness programs; providing a

18 gualification for school readiness coalitions
19 to receive an increase in such funds; providing
20 that specified positions be co-located within
21 the office of the Florida Partnership for
22 School Readi ness not later than July 1, 2000
23 requiring an interagency agreenment to guide
24 i mpl erentation; providing for discontinuation
25 of state funding for the State Coordinating
26 Counci | for School Readi ness Services;
27 repealing s. 402.3015(6)(a), F.S., which
28 requires conpetitive bids for comunity child
29 care coordinating agencies; providing an
30 ef fective date.
31

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 2088
309- 20

i
2063- 00

1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and

4 | paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (5) of section 411.01

5| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

6 411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness;

7 | school readiness coalitions.--

8 (4) FLORI DA PARTNERSH P FOR SCHOOL READI NESS. - -

9 (b)1. The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

10 | shall include the Lieutenant Governor er—his—or—her—designhee,
11 | t he Conmi ssioner of Education, the Secretary of Children and
12 | Fam |y Services, and the Secretary of Health, or their

13 | designees, and the chair of the Child Care Executive

14 | Partnership Board, and the chairperson of the WAGESProgram
15 | State Board of Directors of Workforce Florida, Inc. When the
16 | Li eutenant Governor or an agency head appoints a designee, the
17 | desi gnee nust be an individual who attends consistently, and,
18 in the event that the Lieutenant Governor or agency head and
19| his or her designee both attend a neeting, only one of them
20 | may vote.

21 2. The partnership shall also include 10 nenbers of

22 | the public who shall be business, comunity, and civic |eaders
23| in the state who are not elected to public office. These

24 | menbers and their famlies nust not be providers in the early
25 | education and child care industry. The nenbers nust be

26 | geographi cally and denographically representative of the

27 | state. Each nenber shall be appointed by the Governor. Eight
28 | of the nenbers shall be appointed froma |ist of 10 nom nees,
29 | of which five nust be subnmitted by the President of the Senate
30| and five nust be subnitted by the Speaker of the House of

31| Representatives. Menbers shall be appointed to 4-year ternms of
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of fice. However, of the initial appointees, two shall be
appointed to 1-year terns, two shall be appointed to 2-year
terns, three shall be appointed to 3-year terns, and three
shal | be appointed to 4-year terns. The nenbers of the
partnership shall elect a chairperson annually fromthe
nongover nnent al nenbers of the partnership. Any vacancy on the
partnership shall be filled in the sane manner as the origina
appoi nt nent.

(5) CREATION OF SCHOOL READI NESS COALI TI ONS. - -

(a) School readiness coalitions.--

1. If a coalition's plan would serve | ess than 400
birth-to-ki ndergarten age children, the coalition nust either
join with another county to forma nulticounty coalition
enter an agreenent with a fiscal agent to serve nore than one
coalition, or denpbnstrate to the partnership its ability to
effectively and efficiently inplenent its plan as a
singl e-county coalition and neet all required performance
st andards and out cone neasures.

2. Each coalition shall have at |east 18 but not nore
than 25 nenbers and such nenbers nust include the foll ow ng:

a. A Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
district adm nistrator or his or her designee who is

aut hori zed to nake decisions on behal f of the departnent.

b. A district superintendent of schools or his or her

desi gnee who is authorized to nmake deci sions on behalf of the

district.

c. A regional workforce devel opnent board chair or
di rector, where applicable.

d. A county health departnent director or his or her
desi gnee.
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e. Achildren's services council or juvenile welfare
board chair or executive director, if applicable.
f. Achild care |icensing agency head.
g. One nenber appointed by a Departnent of Children
and Fanmily Services district administrator.
h. One nenber appointed by a board of county
conmi ssi oners.
i. One nenber appointed by a district school board.
j. Acentral child care agency admi ni strator
k. A Head Start director
I. A representative of private child care providers.
m A representative of faith-based child care
provi ders.

More than one-third of the coalition nenbers nust be fromthe
private sector, and neither they nor their famlies nay earn
an incone fromthe early education and child care industry. To
neet this requirenent a coalition nust appoint additiona
nmenbers froma |list of nom nees presented to the coalition by
a chanber of comerce or econom c devel opnent council wthin
t he geographic area of the coalition

3. No nenber of a coalition nmay appoint a designee to
act in his or her place. A nenber may send a representative to
coalition neetings, but that representative will have no
voting privileges. Wien a district superintendent of schools

or adistrict adninistrator for the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services appoints a designee to a school readiness

coalition, the designee will be the voting nenber of the

coalition, and any individual attending in his or her place,

including the district administrator or superintendent, wll

have no voting privil eges.

4
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1 4. The school readiness coalition shall replace the
2| district interagency coordinating council required under s.

3 | 230. 2305.

4 5. Menbers of the coalition are subject to the ethics
5] provisions in part Ill of chapter 112.

6 6. For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of
7 | the school readiness coalition and its enpl oyees shall be

8 | governed by s. 768. 28.

9 7.6— Multicounty coalitions shall include

10 | representation from each county.

11 8.7 The terns of all appointed nenbers of the

12 | coalition nust be staggered. Appointed nenbers may serve a
13 | maxi num of two terns. When a vacancy occurs in an appointed
14 | position, the coalition nust advertise the vacancy.

15 (e) Requests for proposals; paynment schedul e

16 | Reinburserent—rate— -

17 1. At least once every 3 years, beginning July 1,

18 | 2001, each coalition nust follow the conpetitive procurenent
19 | requirenents of s. 287.057 for school readi ness prograns.
20 2. Each coalition shall devel op a payment
21 | retwburserent—rate schedul e that enconpasses all prograns
22 | funded by that coalition. The payment retnbursenrent—tate
23 | schedul e nust take into consideration the rel evant market
24 | rate, nust include the projected nunber of children to be
25 | served, and nust be subnmitted to the partnership for
26 | information. Informal child care arrangenents shall be
27 | reinbursed at not nore than 50 percent of the rate devel oped
28 | for famly childcare
29 Section 2. Subsection (6) of section 230.2305, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:
31 230. 2305 Prekindergarten early intervention program --
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1 (6) FUNDI NG - -

2 (a) This section shall be inplenmented only to the

3| extent that funding is available. State funds appropriated

4| for the prekindergarten early intervention program nmay not be
5| used for the construction of new facilities, the

6 | transportation of students, or the purchase of buses, but may
7 | be used for educational field trips which enhance the

8 | curricul um

9 1. At least 70 percent of the total funds allocated to
10 | each school readiness coalition distriet under this section
11 | nust be used for inplenmenting and conducting a prekindergarten
12 | early intervention programor contracting with other public or
13 | nonpublic entities for prograns to serve eligible children

14 | The nmaxi mum anount to be spent per child for this purpose is
15| to be designated annually by the Florida Partnership for

16 | School Readi ness iIn—the—Ceneral—Appropriations—Act.

17 2. No nore than 30 percent of the funds allocated to
18 | each school readi ness coalition under distriet—pursvant—to

19 | this section nmay be used to enhance existing public and

20 | nonpublic prograns for eligible children, to provide

21 | before-school and after-school care for children served under
22 | this section, to renodel or renovate existing facilities under
23 | chapter 235, to |ease or |ease-purchase facilities, to

24 | purchase cl assroom equi pnent to allow the inplenentation of

25| the prekindergarten early intervention program and to provide
26 | training for programteachers and adm nistrative personne

27 | ermptoyedb fiis hoot—¢h i arne—by—agenete R

28 hool—di . : I . F il

29 | serviees.

30

31
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1 3. Funds may al so be used pursuant to subparagraphs 1
2]l and 2. to provide the prekindergarten early intervention

3| programfor nore than 180 school days.

4 (b) A mininmumgrant for each school readiness

5] coalition ¢istr+et is to be determ ned annually by the Florida
6 | Partnership for School Readi ness iA—the—GCenera—Appropriations
7 | Aet. The funds renmining after allocating the nininumgrants
8 | mnust be prorated based on an allocation factor for each

9| coalition distriet and nust be added to each coalition's

10 | gistr+et—s nmininmumgrant. The allocation factor is to be

11 | cal cul ated as foll ows:

12

13 | Coalition Bistriet School district

14 | percentage of state x 1/4 +per cent age x 34

15| 3-year-ol d and of state total free

16 | 4-year-old children | unches served

17

18 | The cal cul ation of each coalition's distriet—s allocation

19| factor is to be based upon the official estimate of the total
20 | nunber of 3-year-old and 4-year-old children by the schoo
21 | district or districts in the coalition's service area and the
22 | official record of the Departnent of Education for K-12
23 | student total free lunches served by the school district for
24 | the prior fiscal year. For the fiscal year beginning July 1,
251 2000, nothing in this section shall be construed to lint the
26 | Departnent of Education's authority to distribute funds under
27 | this programto |ocal school districts if the | ocal schoo
28 | district is authorized by the |local school readiness coalition
29 | plan to be the provider
30 Section 3. Notwithstanding section 411.01(5)(g)5. and
311(9)(d), Florida Statutes, for fiscal year 2000-2001, the

.
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Governor, at the request of the Florida Partnership for School

Readi ness and subject to notice and revi ew procedures set

forth in section 216.177, Florida Statutes, shall request

approval of the Adninistrati on Conm ssion for transfer of

funds fromthe Departnent of Children and Family Services and

the Departnent of Education to the partnership for schoo

r eadi ness prograns. No school readiness coalition nmay receive

any increase in such funds unless its plan has been

conditionally approved by the partnership. For coalitions

whose pl ans have been conditionally approved, any increase in

funds shall be used only to increase the nunber of children

served. School readi ness coalitions whose plans have been

fully approved by the partnership may use up to 5 percent of

their total allocation for any purpose other than increasing

t he nunber of children served, as authorized by the

part nershi p.

Section 4. Positions currently assigned to the

subsi di zed child care programin the Departnent of Children

and Fanmily Services and to the Prekindergarten Early

Intervention programin the Departnent of Education which are

reconmrended by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

and approved by the Executive Ofice of the Governor shall be

physically co-located within the office of the Florida

Partnership for School Readiness not later than July 1, 2000.

Prior to July 1, 2000, the Secretary of Children and Fanmily

Services, the Conm ssioner of Education, and the chairnman of

the Partnership for School Readi ness shall sign an interagency

agreenent to guide i nplenentation of the co-location required

by this section.

Section 5. Effective July 1, 2000, no state funding

shal|l be provided to support activities of the State
8
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1| Coordinating Council for School Readi ness Services established
2 | pursuant to section 411.222(4), Florida Statutes.
3 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
4] 402. 3015, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.
5 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
6] I aw
7
8 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
9 Senate Bill 2088
10
11| Coalitions nust foll ow conpetitive procurenent requirenents
12 once every 3 years for readi ness prograns.
Certain nmenbers of the Florida Partnership for Schoo
13 | Readi ness may have desi gnees attend Partnership neetings.
14| If certain conditions are nmet, school readi ness funds nay be
transferred fromthe Departnent of Education and the
15 rtment of Children and Famlies to the Partnership.

a
[itions with approved plans will have flexibility Wwth up
5% of their total allocation. Coalitions wth

dlglonally approved plans must use any increase in funds
y

i

N
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0 i ncrease the nunber of children Served

18 sitions assigned to the subsidized child care program and
e prekindergarten programare to be co-located with the

19 rt nership.

20 state funds are to be used to support the State
Coor di nati ng Council .

21 _ . . :
The Departnent of Education nmay distribute prekindergarten

22 | funds to the [ ocal school districts if the school diStrict is
aut hori zed by the local school readiness coalition to be the

23 | provider.

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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