© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

W WNNNNNNNNNNDERERPRPRR B R PR PR R
P O © 0 N O 0 WNIEPEO®O©ONOOGONWNNPRP O

HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 2101
Amrendnment No. 03 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Governnental Operations offered the
fol | owi ng:

Amendment
On page 8, between lines 26 & 27, of the bil

i nsert:
Section 7. The Legislature finds that public rel ease

of nmedical infornation pertaining to the nental or physica

condition of a patient could result in serious and irreparable

damage to the patient. The Legislature further finds that

there is a public necessity in maintaining the confidentiality

of such nedical records and that a patient should not |ose

such protection sinply because that patient has applied for or

been issued a license to practice a health care profession in

this state. The Legislature finds that absent a finding of

probabl e cause that the applicant or practitioner has violated

the | aw and poses a danger to the patients to whomthe

practitioner may provide health care services, such

practitioner should be afforded the sane privil eges and rights

of confidentiality as non-health care practitioners. The
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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 2101
Arendnment No. 03 (for drafter's use only)

Legislature finds that it is a matter of public necessity to

protect health care practitioners, as well as other patients,

fromthe rel ease of information regarding the practitioner's

nmental or physical health to refrain fromunnecessarily

affecting the livelihood of practitioners and to maintain the

trust of the practitioner-patient relationship wthout

unwar r ant ed aspersions on the professional conpetence and

ability of these persons. Moreover, the Legislature finds

that the public's need to know i nformati on about practitioners

does not override the public policy deternination to protect

all patients regardless of their occupation or |icensure

status fromintrusion. Furthernore, this public records

exenption conforns to existing public records exenptions for

other practitioners such as physicians pursuant to ss.
458. 331(1) (s) and 459.015(1)(w), dentists pursuant to s.
466. 028(1) (s), and ot hers.

(Renunber subsequent secti ons)
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