Florida Senate - 2000 SB 212

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Dawson

317-231B-00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to health care assi stance;

3 anmending s. 216.136, F.S.; requiring the Soci al
4 Services Estimating Conference to devel op

5 certain information relating to the Florida

6 Ki dcare program anending s. 409.8132, F.S.

7 revising eligibility requirenments for the

8 Medi ki ds program conponent of the Florida

9 Ki dcare program revising enroll nent

10 procedures; anending s. 409.8134, F.S.

11 requiring agencies that adm nister Florida

12 Ki dcare conponents to collect certain

13 information and report to the Social Services
14 Esti mati ng Conference; anending s. 409. 814,

15 F.S.; providing for Medicaid-presunptive

16 eligibility; providing for expedited

17 enrollnment; revising eligibility for certain
18 children for services under the Children's

19 Medi cal Services network; allow ng prem um
20 assi stance for certain children ineligible for
21 federal funding; extending the period of
22 continuous eligibility for the Florida Kidcare
23 program anending s. 409.815, F.S.; providing
24 for dental benefits under the Florida Kidcare
25 program anending s. 409.8177, F.S.; requiring
26 the Agency for Health Care Administration to
27 submt additional nonthly reports to the
28 Governor and Legi sl ature; anending s. 409. 818,
29 F.S.; extending the period of continuous
30 eligibility for the Florida Kidcare program
31 requiring sinplified eligibility
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1 redet erm nation; anending s. 409.903, F.S.

2 providing for presunptive eligibility for

3 children eligible for Medicaid; anmending s.

4 409.904, F.S.; revising the eligibility

5 requi rements for optional paynents for nedica

6 assi stance and rel ated services for certain

7 chil dren; authorizing optional paynents for

8 certain pregnant wonen; providing for

9 presunptive eligibility; requiring the Division

10 of State Group | nsurance of the Departnment of

11 Managenent Services to develop a programto

12 subsi di ze health i nsurance coverage for

13 children of certain state enpl oyees; providing

14 an effective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 216.136, Florida
19 | Statutes, is anended to read:

20 216. 136 Consensus estinmating conferences; duties and
21| principals.--

22 (6) SOCI AL SERVI CES ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -

23 (a) Duties.--

24 1. The Social Services Estimating Conference shal

25 | devel op such official information relating to the social

26 | services systemof the state, including forecasts of social
27 | servi ces casel oads, as the conference deternmines is needed for
28 | the state planning and budgeting system Such official

29 | information shall include, but not be limted to, subsidized
30| child care casel oads nmandated by the Fam |y Support Act of
31| 1988.
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2. In addition, the Social Services Estinating
Conference shall devel op estinmates and forecasts of the
undupl i cated count of children eligible for subsidized child
care as defined in s. 402.3015(1). These estimtes and
forecasts shall not include children enrolled in the
preki ndergarten early intervention programestablished in s.
230. 2305.

3. The Departnent of Children and Fanily Services and
t he Departnent of Education shall provide information on
casel oads and waiting lists for the subsidized child care and
preki ndergarten early intervention prograns requested by the
Soci al Services Estinating Conference or individual conference
principals, in a tinely manner
4. The Social Services Estinmating Conference shal

devel op information relating to the Florida Kidcare program

including, but not linmted to, enrollnent, casel oad,

utilization, and expenditure information that the conference

determnes is needed to plan for and project future budgets

and the drawdown of federal matching funds. The agencies

required to collect and anal yze Florida Ki dcare program data

under s. 409.8134 shall be participants in the Social Services

Esti mati ng Conference for purposes of devel oping i nfornmation

relating to the Florida Kidcare program

(b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor
the coordinator of the Ofice of Econonic and Denographic
Resear ch, and professional staff, who have forecasting
expertise, fromthe Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services, the Senate, and the House of Representatives, or
their designees, are the principals of the Social Services
Esti mati ng Conference. The principal representing the

3
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Executive Ofice of the Governor shall preside over sessions
of the conference.

Section 2. Subsections (6), (7), and (8) of section
409.8132, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

409. 8132 Medi ki ds program conmponent. - -

(6) ELIGBILITY.--

(a) A child who has attained the age of 1 year but who
is under the age of 5 years is eligible to enroll in the

Medi ki ds program conponent of the Florida Kidcare program if
the child is a nenber of a famly that has a famly incone
whi ch exceeds the Medicaid applicable incone |evel as
specified in s. 409.903, but which is equal to or bel ow 200
percent of the current federal poverty level. In determning
the eligibility of such a child, an assets test is not
required. Achild who is eligible for Medi kids may elect to
enroll in Florida Healthy Kids coverage or enpl oyer-sponsored
group coverage. However, a child who is eligible for Medikids
may participate in the Florida Healthy Kids programonly if
the child has a sibling participating in the Florida Healthy
Ki ds program and the child's county of residence permts such

enrol | ment.

(b) The provisions of s. 409.814(3), (4), and (5)
shal |l be applicable to the Medi ki ds program

(7) ENROLLMENT. --Enrollnment in the Medikids program
conponent may only occur during periodic open enroll nent

periods as specified by the agency. buring—the—fi+rst—312ronths
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1 | ageney——shaH—determne—thefreguency—and—duration—of—open

2 | earetHent—periods—An applicant may apply for enrollnent in

3 | the Medi ki ds program conponent and proceed through the

4 eligibility determ nation process at any tine throughout the

5| year. However, enrollnent in Mdikids shall not begin unti

6 | the next open enrollnent period; and a child nmay not receive

7 | services under the Medikids programuntil the child is

8| enrolled in a managed care plan or Medi Pass. |In addition, once
9| deternmined eligible, an applicant may receive choice

10 | counseling and sel ect a managed care plan or MediPass. An

11 | applicant nmay sel ect Medi Pass under the Medi ki ds program

12 | conponent only in counties that have fewer than two nanaged

13 | care plans available to serve Medicaid recipients and only if
14 | the federal Health Care Financing Administration deternines

15| that Medi Pass constitutes "health insurance coverage" as

16 | defined in Title XXI of the Social Security Act.

17 (8) SPECI AL ENROLLMENT PERI ODS. - - The agency shal

18 | establish a special enrollnment period of 30 days' duration foer
19 | any—rnewborn—chitd—who—+s—eHgibte—for—Mdikids,—or for any
20| child who is enrolled in Medicaid if such child | oses Medicaid
21| eligibility and becones eligible for Medikids, or for any
22| child who is enrolled in Medikids if such child noves to
23 | another county that is not within the coverage area of the
24 | child's Medi ki ds managed care plan or Medi Pass provider
25 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 409.8134, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:
27 409. 8134 Program enrol | rent and expenditure
28 | ceilings.--
29 (3) The agencies that adm nister the Florida Kidcare
30 | program conponents ageney shall collect and anal yze the data
31| needed to project Florida Kidcare program enroll nent,

5
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i ncluding participation rates, casel oads, and expenditures.
The agenci es ageney shall report the casel oad and expenditure
trends to the Social Services Estinmating Conference in
accordance with chapter 216

Section 4. Section 409.814, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

409.814 Eligibility.--A child whose fanily incone is
equal to or bel ow 200 percent of the federal poverty level is
eligible for the Florida Kidcare programas provided in this
section. In determining the eligibility of such a child, an
assets test is not required. An applicant under 19 years of

age who, based on a conplete application, appears to be

eligible for the Medicaid conponent of the Florida Kidcare

programis presuned eligible for coverage under Medi caid,

subject to federal rules. An applicant under 19 years of age

who, based on a conplete application, appears to be eligible
for the Medi kids, Florida Healthy Kids, or Children's Medica
Servi ces network program conponent, and who i s not otherw se

eligible for Medicaid, shall be enrolled in, and begin

receiving coverage from the appropriate programon the first

of the nonth following the receipt of a conpleted application

and prior to verification of the applicant's eligibility for

or enrollnent in, Medicaid and prior to deternination of the

applicant's eligibility for coverage under the state enpl oyee

heal th benefit plan. For enrollnent eligibility in the

Children's Medical Services Network, a conplete application

i ncludes the nedical or behavioral health screening. If, after

verification, an individual is deternmined to be ineligible for

coverage, he or she nust be disenrolled.
(1) Achild who is eligible for Medicaid coverage
under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 nust be enrolled in Mdicaid
6
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1| and is not eligible to receive health benefits under any other
2| health benefits coverage authorized under ss. 409. 810-409. 820.
3 (2) Achild who is not eligible for Medicaid, but who
4] is eligible for the Florida Kidcare program nmay obtain

5| coverage under any of the other types of health benefits

6 | coverage authorized in ss. 409.810-409.820 if such coverage is
7 | approved and available in the county in which the child

8 | resides. However, a child who is eligible for Medikids may

9| participate in the Florida Healthy Kids programonly if the

10| child has a sibling participating in the Florida Healthy Kids
11| program and the child's county of residence pernmits such

12 | enrol | ment .

13 (3) Achild who is eligible for the Florida Kidcare

14 | programwho is a child with special health care needs, as

15 | determined through a nedi cal or behavioral screening

16 | rsk-sereentng instrunent, is eligible for health benefits

17 | coverage fromand nust fay be referred to the Children's

18 | Medi cal Services network. When cal cul ating i nconme for purposes
19| of determining the financial eligibility of a child with

20 | special health care needs, except for a child who is eligible
21| for Medicaid, the departnent and the Florida Healthy Kids

22 | Corporation shall inplenent an i ncone disregard for nedical or
23 | behavioral costs of the child.

24 (4) The following children are not eligible to receive
25 | prem um assi stance for health benefits coverage under ss.

26 | 409. 810-409. 820, except under Medicaid if the child would have
27 | been eligible for Medicaid under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 as
28 | of June 1, 1997:

29 (a) Achild who is eligible for coverage under a state
30| health benefit plan on the basis of a famly nenber's

31| enployment with a public agency in the state.:+
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(b) A child who is covered under a group health
benefit plan or under other health insurance coverage,
excl udi ng coverage provided under the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation as established under s. 624.91. ;-

(c) Achild who is seeking prenium assi stance for
enpl oyer - sponsored group coverage, if the child has been
covered by the sane enployer's group coverage during the 6
nmonths prior to the famly's submitting an application for
determination of eligibility under the Florida Kidcare
program i

(d) Achild who is an alien, but who does not neet the
definition of qualified alien, in the United States. However,
such child may be enrolled, based on age and fanily incone, in

the appropriate Florida Kidcare program and prem um

assi stance nust be provided only by state funds, subject to an

annual appropriation for this specific purpose. :—o6+

(e) Achild who is an inmate of a public institution
or a patient in an institution for nental diseases.

(5) Achild whose fanmly incone is above 200 percent
of the federal poverty level or a child who is excluded under
the provisions of subsection (4) may participate in the
Fl orida Kidcare program excluding the Medicaid program but
is subject to the foll owing provisions:

(a) The family is not eligible for prem um assi stance
payrments and nust pay the full cost of the prem um including
any administrative costs.

(b) The agency is authorized to place limts on
enroll ment in Medikids by these children in order to avoid
adverse selection. The nunber of children participating in
Medi ki ds whose fanily incone exceeds 200 percent of the

8
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1| federal poverty |level nust not exceed 10 percent of total

2| enrollees in the Medikids program

3 (c) The board of directors of the Florida Healthy Kids
4| Corporation is authorized to place limts on enroll ment of

5| these children in order to avoid adverse selection. In

6| addition, the board is authorized to offer a reduced benefit
7 | package to these children in order to lint programcosts for
8 | such famlies. The nunber of children participating in the

9| Florida Healthy Kids programwhose famly incone exceeds 200
10 | percent of the federal poverty |evel nust not exceed 10

11 | percent of total enrollees in the Florida Healthy Kids

12 | program

13 (d) Children described in this subsection are not

14 | counted in the annual enrollnment ceiling for the Florida

15 | Kidcare program

16 (6) Once a child is enrolled in determned—eHgibte
17 | for the Florida Kidcare program the child is eligible for

18 | coverage under the programfor 12 & nonths w thout a

19 | redetermination or reverification of eligibility, if the

20| famly continues to pay the applicable prem um EHeetive

21 | Jantvary—1—1999%—a——echi-td—who—-hashnot—attained—the—age—of—5—-and
29 . o i aai .
23

24 e . el et

25 Section 5. Subsection (3) is added to section 409. 815
26| Florida Statutes, to read

27 409.815 Health benefits coverage; limtations.--

28 (3) FLORI DA KI DCARE DENTAL PROGRAM BENEFI TS. - - Subj ect
29 | to an annual appropriation, a dental programis created for
30| children enrolled in the Florida Kidcare program Under the
31| Florida Kidcare Dental program

9
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(a) Dental benefits nust include the services

specified in s. 409.906(6).
(b) The agency shall contract with licensed dental

i nsurance plans through a conpetitive or negoti ated process to

provi de cover age.

(c) The dental program nust be offered at no

additional cost to Florida Kidcare program partici pants whose

famly incone is equal to or bel ow 200 percent of the federal

poverty | evel.

(d) The agency shall seek appropriate federal approval

or federal waivers to enroll Medicaid-eligible children in the

dental program
Section 6. Section 409.8177, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

409. 8177 Program eval uation.--The agency, in
consultation with the Departnent of Health, the Departnent of
Children and Family Services, and the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation, shall:

(1) NMonthly submit to the Governor and the Legislature

a report of enrollnent for each program conponent of the

Fl ori da Kidcare program

(2) By January 1 of each year,submt to the Governor
and the Legislature a report of the Florida Kidcare program
In addition to the itens specified under s. 2108 of Title XX
of the Social Security Act, the report shall include an
assessnent of crowd-out and access to health care, as well as
the foll ow ng:

(a) 1) An assessnent of the operation of the program
i ncluding the progress nmade in reducing the nunber of
uncovered | owinconme children

10
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(b) 2y An assessnent of the effectiveness in
i ncreasi ng the nunber of children with creditable health
cover age.

(c)3) The characteristics of the children and
fam lies assisted under the program including ages of the
children, famly incone, and access to or coverage by other
health insurance prior to the program and after disenroll nment
fromthe program

(d)t4)y The quality of health coverage provided,
i ncluding the types of benefits provided.

(e) 5y The anopunt and | evel, including paynent of part
or all of any prem um of assistance provided.

(f) t6) The average | ength of coverage of a child under
t he program

(9) 7 The program s choice of health benefits
coverage and ot her nethods used for providing child health
assi st ance.

(h) £8) The sources of nonfederal funding used in the
program

(i) 9y An assessnent of the effectiveness of Medikids,
Children's Medical Services network, and other public and
private prograns in the state in increasing the availability
of affordable quality health insurance and health care for
chil dren.

(j) 8> A review and assessment of state activities to
coordinate the programw th other public and private prograns.

(k) £t An anal ysis of changes and trends in the state
that affect the provision of health insurance and health care
to children.

11

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2000 SB 212
317-23

i
231B- 00

1 (1) 2y A description of any plans the state has for

2| inproving the availability of health insurance and health care
3| for children.

4 (m +3) Recommendati ons for inproving the program

5 (n) 34 O her studies as necessary.

6 Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 409.818, Florida

7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 409.818 Adnministration.--In order to inplenent ss.

9| 409. 810-409. 820, the follow ng agenci es shall have the

10| foll owi ng duti es:

11 (1) The Departnent of Children and Family Services

12 | shal I :

13 (a) Develop a sinplified eligibility application

14| mail-in formto be used for deternining the eligibility of

15| children for coverage under the Florida Kidcare program in

16 | consultation with the agency, the Departnent of Health, and

17 | the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation. The sinplified

18 | eligibility application formnust include an itemthat

19 | provides an opportunity for the applicant to indicate whether

20 | coverage is being sought for a child with special health care

21 | needs. Families applying for children's Medicaid coverage nust
22 | al so be able to use the sinplified application form w thout

23 | having to pay a prem um

24 (b) Establish and maintain the eligibility

25 | determ nation process under the program except as specified in
26 | subsection (5). The departnent shall directly, or through the

27 | services of a contracted third-party adninistrator, establish

28 | and maintain a process for determining eligibility of children
29 | for coverage under the program The eligibility determ nation

30 | process nust be used solely for determning eligibility of

31| applicants for health benefits coverage under the program The

12
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1| eligibility determ nation process nust include an initial

2| determnation of eligibility for any coverage offered under

3| the program as well as a redetermi nation or reverification of
4 eligibility each subsequent 12 6 nonths. EffeetiveJantary 3
5 . .

6

7

8 | reveri-Heation—oef—etgibiti+ty—I n conducting an eligibility

9| determ nation, the departnent shall determine if the child has
10 | special health care needs. The departnent, in consultation

11 | with the Agency for Health Care Adninistration and the Florida
12 | Healthy Kids Corporation, shall devel op procedures for

13 | redeternmining eligibility which enable a famly to easily

14 | update any change in circunmstances which could affect

15 ) eligibility without requiring the fanmly to subnit a new

16 | application. Redetermination of a child's eligibility for

17 | Medicaid may not be linked to a child's eligibility

18 | determi nation for other prograns.

19 (c) Informprogramapplicants about eligibility

20 | determ nations and provide information about eligibility of
21 | applicants to Medicaid, Mdikids, the Children's Mdica

22 | Services network, and the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation

23| and to insurers and their agents, through a centralized

24 | coordinating office.

25 (d) Adopt rules necessary for conducting program

26 | eligibility functions.

27 Section 8. Subsections (6) and (7) of section 409.903
28| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

29 409. 903 Mandatory paynents for eligible persons.--The
30 | agency shall make paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated
31| services on behalf of the foll owi ng persons who the agency

13
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1| deternines to be eligible, subject to the incone, assets, and
2| categorical eligibility tests set forth in federal and state

3| law. Paynent on behalf of these Medicaid eligible persons is
4| subject to the availability of nobneys and any linitations

5| established by the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
6 (6) Achild born after Septenber 30, 1983, living in a
7] famly that has an incone which is at or bel ow 100 percent of
8| the current federal poverty |level, who has attained the age of
9] 6, but has not attained the age of 19. In determ ning the

10 | eligibility of such a child, an assets test is not required. A
11 ) child who is eligible for Medicaid under this subsection nust
12 | be offered the opportunity, subject to federal rules, to be

13 | nade presunptively eligible.

14 (7) Achild living in a famly that has an i ncone

15| which is at or bel ow 133 percent of the current federa

16 | poverty |l evel, who has attained the age of 1, but has not

17 | attained the age of 6. |In deternmining the eligibility of such
18 | a child, an assets test is not required. A child who is

19 | eligible for Medicaid under this subsection nust be offered
20| the opportunity, subject to federal rules, to be nade
21 | presunptively eligible.
22 Section 9. Subsections (6) and (7) of section 409. 904,
23| Florida Statutes, are anmended, and subsections (8) and (9) are
24 | added to that section, to read:
25 409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
26 | agency may make paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated
27 | services on behalf of the foll ow ng persons who are determ ned
28| to be eligible subject to the inconme, assets, and categorica
29 | eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynent
30| on behal f of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
31

14
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availability of nobneys and any linmtations established by the
Ceneral Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

(6) A child born before Cctober 1, 1983, living in a
fam ly that has an incone which is at or bel ow 100 percent of
the current federal poverty level, who has attained the age of
6, but has not attained the age of 19, and who woul d be
eligible ins. 409.903(6), if the child had been born on or
after such date. In determining the eligibility of such a
child, an assets test is not required. Achild who is eligible

for Medicaid under this subsection nust be offered the

opportunity, subject to federal rules, to be nade

presunptively eligible.
(7) A child who has not attained the age of 19 who has
been deternined eligible for the Medicaid programis deened to

be eligible for a total of 12 & nonths, regardl ess of changes
in circunstances other than attai nnent of the naxi num age.

(8 A child under 1 year of age who lives in a fanmly

that has an incone above 185 percent of the npbst recently

publ i shed federal poverty level, but which is at or bel ow 200

percent of such poverty level. In determining the eligibility

of such child, an assets test is not required. Achild who is

eligible for Medicaid under this subsection nmust be offered

the opportunity, subject to federal rules, to be nade

presunptively eligible.

(9) A pregnant wonman for the duration of her pregnancy

and for the postpartum period, as defined in federal |aw and
15

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W W NNNNMNNNNMNNNNRRRRRRR P B R
P O © 0 ~N O UO0BN WNIEREPRO O ®NOO OO M WN R O

Florida Senate - 2000 SB 212
317-23

i
231B- 00

rule, who lives in a fanmly that has an i ncone above 185

percent of the current federal poverty level, but which is at

or bel ow 200 percent of the npbst current federal poverty

| evel. A pregnant wonman who applies for eligibility for the

Medi caid programthrough a qualified Medicaid provider nust be

of fered the opportunity, subject to federal rules, to be made

presunptively eligible for the Medicaid program

Section 10. The Division of State Group | nsurance of

t he Departnent of Managenent Services shall devel op a program

to subsidize health i nsurance coverage for children of state

enpl oyees if funds are nade available for this purpose in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act. Prenmi um subsidi es nust be

available only to state enpl oyees who have children under 19

years of age and whose fanmily incone is equal to or bel ow 200

percent of the federal poverty level. The anpbunt of the

subsidy is to be deternmined by subtracting fromthe cost of

the enployee famly premumthe cost for the individual state

enpl oyee and the anount of the premiumpaid by Title

XXl -subsidized families in the Florida Kidcare program

Eligibility for subsidized health i nsurance coverage for

children of state enpl oyees nmust be deternined, to the extent

possi bl e, using procedures and fornms of the Florida Kidcare

program
Section 11. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.

16
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Requires that the Social Services Estinating Conference
devel op i nformation about the Florida Kidcare program

4 Revises eligibility requirenents for t he Medi ki ds ™ pr ogram
to i nclude children between 1 and years of aPe evi ses

5 eligibility for certain children under the Children's
Medical Services network. Provides for prem um

6 assi stance, subject to an annual Pproprlatlon Ext ends
t he period of continuous eI|g| |I| y for the Florida

7 Ki dcare program from 6 nont hS nont hs. Provi des for
dental coverage under the FIorlda Kldcare Program

8 ReQU|res t hat certa!n children and pregnant wonen who are
eligible for Medicaid be offered the opportunity for

9 Rresunptlve el i |b|||ty, subj ect to federal ruleées.

evises eligibility regquirenents for optional paynents

10 for nedical "assistance for certain children. Provides for
optional paynents for certain pregnant wonen. Requires

11 the Division of State Group Insurance of the Departnent
of Managenent Services to develop a progran1to subsij di ze

12 heal t h. i'nsurance coverage for children of state enﬁloyees
whose inconme is equal to_or bel ow 200 percent of t

13 federal poverty level. (See bill for detai
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