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1

2 An act relating to Evergl ades restoration and
3 fundi ng; anmending s. 215.22, F.S.; providing

4 that the Save Qur Everglades Trust Fund is

5 exenpt fromcertain service charges; anendi ng
6 s. 259.101, F.S.; revising redistribution

7 criteria for unencunbered bal ances fromthe

8 Fl orida Preservation 2000 program deleting

9 requi renents for review and repeal ; deleting
10 provision for carryforward of unspent funds;

11 deleting a repealer; anending s. 259.105, F.S.
12 providing for transfer of funds fromthe

13 Fl ori da Forever Trust Fund into the Save Qur

14 Ever gl ades Trust Fund; anendi ng ss. 259. 1051
15 and 375.045, F.S.; excluding Save Cur

16 Ever gl ades Trust Fund distributions from

17 requi rement for expenditure within 90 days

18 after transfer; creating s. 373.470, F.S.

19 creating the "Evergl ades Restoration |nvestnent
20 Act"; providing definitions; providing
21 | egislative intent; providing for a planning
22 process; providing for project inplenentation
23 reports; providing for the deposit of specified
24 funds into the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund;
25 provi di ng suppl enental funds; providing for
26 distributions fromthe Save Qur Evergl ades
27 Trust Fund; providing credit for acquisitions
28 and work performed; requiring matching funds or
29 credits; providing for an accounting of
30 expendi tures; providing for annual progress
31 reports; providing redistribution of funds;
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provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (v) is added to subsection (1) of
section 215.22, Florida Statutes, to read

215.22 Certain income and certain trust funds
exenpt. - -

(1) The following inconme of a revenue nature or the
following trust funds shall be exenpt fromthe deduction
required by s. 215.20(1):

(v) The Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund.

Section 2. Subsection (3) and paragraphs (f), (g), and
(h) of subsection (9) of section 259.101, Florida Statutes,
are anended to read:

259.101 Florida Preservation 2000 Act.--

(3) LAND ACQUI SI TI ON PROGRAMS SUPPLEMENTED. - - Less t he
costs of issuance, the costs of funding reserve accounts, and

other costs with respect to the bonds, the proceeds of bonds

i ssued pursuant to this act shall be deposited into the

Fl orida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund created by s. 375.045.
Ten percent of the proceeds of any bonds deposited into the
Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be distributed by the
Departnent of Environnental Protection to the Departnent of
Environnmental Protection for the purchase by the South Florida
Wat er Managenent District of lands in Dade, Broward, and Pal m
Beach Counties identified in s. 7, chapter 95-349, Laws of
Florida. This distribution shall apply for any bond issue for
the 1995-1996 fiscal year. For the 1997-1998 fiscal year only,
$20 million per year fromthe proceeds of any bonds deposited
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into the Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be

di stributed by the Departnent of Environmental Protection to
the St. Johns Water Managenent District for the purchase of

| ands necessary to restore Lake Apopka. In fiscal year

2000- 2001, for each Florida Preservation 2000 program

described in paragraphs (a) through (g), that portion of each

programis total remaining cash bal ance which, as of June 30,

2000, is in excess of that progranis total renmining

appropriation bal ances shall be redistributed by the

departnment and deposited into the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust

Fund for | and acquisition. For purposes of calculating the

total remmining cash balances for this redistribution, the

Fl orida Preservation 2000 Series 2000 bond proceeds, incl uding

interest thereon, and the fiscal year 1999-2000 Genera

Appropri ations Act anounts shall be deducted fromthe

remai ni ng cash and appropriation bal ances, respectively. The

remai ni ng proceeds shall be distributed by the Departnment of
Environnmental Protection in the followi ng manner

(a) Fifty percent to the Departnment of Environnental
Protection for the purchase of public |ands as described in s.
259.032. O this 50 percent, at least one-fifth shall be used
for the acquisition of coastal |ands.

(b) Thirty percent to the Departnent of Environnental
Protection for the purchase of water managenent | ands pursuant
tos. 373.59, to be distributed anong the water nmanagenent
districts as provided in that section. Funds received by each
district may al so be used for acquisition of |ands necessary
to inplenment surface water inprovenent and nmanagenent pl ans
approved in accordance with s. 373.456 or for acquisition of
| ands necessary to inplenent the Evergl ades Construction
Proj ect authorized by s. 373.4592.
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1 (c) Ten percent to the Departnent of Community Affairs
2| to provide Iand acquisition grants and |l oans to | oca

3 | governnents through the Florida Communities Trust pursuant to
4| part IIl of chapter 380. Fromfunds allocated to the trust,

51 %3 nmillion annually shall be used by the G een Swanp Land

6| Authority specifically for the purchase through | and

7| protection agreements, as defined in s. 380.0677(4)¢5), of

8 | lands, or severable interests or rights in lands, in the Geen
9| Swanp Area of Critical State Concern. Fromfunds allocated to
10| the trust, $3 nmillion annually shall be used by the Mnroe

11 | County Conprehensive Plan Land Authority specifically for the
12 | purchase of any real property interest in either those |ands
13 | subject to the Rate of Gowth O dinances adopted by | oca

14 | governnents in Monroe County or those |l ands within the

15 | boundary of an approved Conservati on and Recreation Lands

16 | project located within the Florida Keys or Key Wst Areas of
17| Critical State Concern; however, title to | ands acquired

18 | within the boundary of an approved Conservati on and Recreation
19 | Lands project may, in accordance with an approved j oi nt
20 | acqui sition agreenent, vest in the Board of Trustees of the
21| Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund. O the remaining funds
22| all ocated to the trust after the above transfers occur
23 | one-half shall be matched by | ocal governnents on a
24 | dollar-for-dollar basis. To the extent allowed by federa
25| requirenents for the use of bond proceeds, the trust shal
26 | expend Preservation 2000 funds to carry out the purposes of
27 | part |1l of chapter 380.
28 (d) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Departnent of
29 | Environnmental Protection for the purchase of inholdings and
30| additions to state parks. For the purposes of this paragraph
31| "state park" neans all real property in the state under the
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jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks of the
departnent, or which may cone under its jurisdiction

(e) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Division of
Forestry of the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
Services to fund the acquisition of state forest inholdings
and additions pursuant to s. 589.07.

(f) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Fish and
WIldlife Conservation Conmi ssion Gafe—and—+resh—\Water—Fish
Cormi-sstoft to fund the acquisition of inholdings and additions
to | ands nanaged by the comm ssion which are inportant to the

conservation of fish and wildlife.

(g0 ©One and three-tenths percent to the Departnment of
Envi ronnmental Protection for the Florida Geenways and Trails
Program to acquire greenways and trails or greenways and
trails systens pursuant to chapter 260, including, but not
limted to, abandoned railroad rights-of-way and the Florida
National Scenic Trail.

Local governnents may use federal grants or |oans, private
donations, or environnmental mtigation funds, including
environnental nitigation funds required pursuant to s.

338. 250, for any part or all of any local match required for
t he purposes described in this subsection. Bond proceeds

al | ocated pursuant to paragraph (c) may be used to purchase

| ands on the priority lists devel oped pursuant to s. 259.035.
Title to | ands purchased pursuant to paragraphs (a), (d), (e),
(f), and (g) shall be vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal I|nprovenment Trust Fund, except that title to | ands,
or rights or interests therein, acquired by either the

Sout hwest Fl orida Water Managenent District or the St. Johns
Ri ver Water Managenent District in furtherance of the Geen
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Swanp Land Authority's mssion pursuant to s. 380.0677(2)3),
shal|l be vested in the district where the acquisition project
is located. Title to |lands purchased pursuant to paragraph
(c) may be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Interna

| nprovenent Trust Fund, except that title to lands, or rights

or interests therein, acquired by either the Southwest Florida
Wat er Managenment District or the St. Johns River Water
Managenent District in furtherance of the G een Swanp Land
Authority's m ssion pursuant to s. 380.0677(2){3), shall be
vested in the district where the acquisition project is

| ocated. Fhis—stbsection—+srepealed—effective—October—1+
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(f)2+ The departnment and the water managenent
districts may enter into joint acquisition agreenents to
jointly fund the purchase of |ands using alternatives to fee
si npl e techni ques.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of section
259.105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

259.105 The Florida Forever Act.--

(11) For the purposes of funding projects pursuant to
paragraph (3)(a), the Secretary of Environnental Protection
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shal | ensure that each water managenent district receives the
foll owi ng percentage of funds annually:

(a) Thirty-five percent to the South Florida Water
Managenent District, of which anbunt $25 million shall be

transferred by the Departnment of Environnental Protection into

the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund.

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 259.1051, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259.1051 Florida Forever Trust Fund.--

(2) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal

di stribute revenues fromthe Florida Forever Trust Fund only
to prograns of state agencies or |ocal governnments as set out
ins. 259.105(3). Excluding distributions to the Save Qur
Ever gl ades Trust Fund,the distributions shall be spent by the

recipient within 90 days after the date on which the
Departnent of Environnental Protection initiates the transfer

Section 5. Section 373.470, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

373.470 Evergl ades restoration.--

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
Ever gl ades Restoration | nvestnent Act.”

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(a) "Conprehensive plan" neans the recommended

conpr ehensi ve plan contained within the "Final |ntegrated

Feasi bility Report and Programmmatic Environnmental | npact
Statenent, April 1999" and submitted to Congress on July 1,
1999.

(b) "Corps" nmeans the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers.

(c) "District" neans the South Florida Water
Managenent District.
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1 (d) "Project" neans the Central and Southern Florida
2| Project authorized under the headi ng "CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN
3| FLORIDA" in section 203 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 (62
4] Stat. 1176), and any nodification to the project authorized by
51 1 aw
6 (e) "Project conponent" neans any structural or
7 | operational change, resulting fromthe conprehensive plan, to
8| the project as it existed and was operated as of January 1,
9 1999.
10 (f) "Project inplenentation report" neans the project
11 | inplenentation report as described in the "Final |ntegrated
12 | Feasibility Report and Progranmati c Environnmental | npact
13| Statenent, April 1999" and submitted to Congress on July 1,
14 | 1999.
15 (3) FURTHER ANALYSI S; AGREEMENTS FOR PRQIECT
16 | COVPONENTS AND ALLOCATI ON OF PRQIECT BENEFITS. - -
17 (a) The Legislature intends to establish a full and
18 | equal partnership between the state and federal governnents
19| for the inplenentation of the conprehensive pl an
20 (b) The conprehensive plan shall be used as a guide
21| and framework for a continui ng pl anni ng process to:
22 1. Reflect new scientific know edge, the results of
23| pilot projects, and the results of new and conti nui ng
24 | feasibility studies with the Corps; and
25 2. Ensure that project conponents will be inpl enented
26 | to achi eve the purposes provided in the Federal Water Resource
27 | Devel opment Act of 1996 that include restoring, preserving,
28 | and protecting the South Florida ecosystem providing for the
29 | protection of water quality in and the reduction of the | oss
30| of fresh water fromthe Evergl ades, and provi di ng such
31| features as are necessary to neet the other water-rel ated
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needs of the region, including flood control, the enhancenent

of water supplies, and ot her objectives served by the project.

(c) Prior to executing a project cooperation agreenment

with the Corps for the construction of a project conponent,

the district, in cooperation with the Corps, shall conplete a

project inplenentation report to address the project

conponent's economi ¢ and environnental benefits, engineering

feasibility, and other factors provided in s. 373.1501

sufficient to allow the district to obtain approval under s.

373.026. Each project inplenentation report shall also

identify the increase in water supplies resulting fromthe

proj ect conponent. The additional water supply shall be

al l ocated or reserved by the district under chapter 373.

(4) SAVE OUR EVERGLADES TRUST FUND; FUNDS AUTHORI ZED
FOR DEPCSIT. --The foll owing funds may be deposited into the
Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund created by s. 373.472 to
finance inplenentation of the conprehensive plan

(a) In fiscal year 2000-2001, funds described in s.
259.101(3).

(b) Funds described in subsection (5).

(c) Federal funds appropriated by Congress for

i npl erentation of the conprehensive pl an.

(d) Any additional funds appropriated by the

Legi sl ature for the purpose of inplenenting the conprehensive

pl an.
(e) G fts designated for inplenentation of the

conpr ehensi ve plan fromindividuals, corporations, or other

entities.
(5) SAVE OUR EVERGLADES TRUST FUND SUPPLENENTED. - -
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(a)1. For fiscal year 2000-2001, $50 nmillion of state
funds shall be deposited into the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust
Fund created by s. 373.472.

2. For each year of the 9 consecutive years begi nni ng
with fiscal year 2001-2002, $75 nmillion of state funds shal
be deposited into the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund created
by s. 373.472.

(b) For each year of the 10 consecutive years

begi nning with fiscal year 2000-2001, the departnent shal

deposit $25 nillion of the funds allocated to the district by
t he departnent under s. 259.105(11)(a) into the Save Qur
Ever gl ades Trust Fund created by s. 373.472.

(6) DI STRI BUTI ONS FROM SAVE OUR EVERGLADES TRUST
FUND. - - The departnent shall distribute funds in the Save Qur
Evergl ades Trust Fund to the district in accordance with a

| egi slative appropriation and s. 373.026(8)(b) and (c).

Distribution of funds fromthe Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund

shall be equally matched by the cunul ative contributions from

all | ocal sponsors by fiscal year 2009-2010 by providing

funding or credits toward project conponents. The doll ar val ue

of in-kind work by |l ocal sponsors in furtherance of the

conpr ehensi ve plan and existing interest in public | ands

needed for a project conponent are credits towards the | oca

sponsors' contributions.
(7) ANNUAL REPCRT.--To provide enhanced oversi ght of
and accountability for the financial conmtnents established

under this section and the progress nade in the inplenentation

of the conprehensive plan, the followi ng information nust be

prepared annual |l y:
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1 (a) The district, in cooperation with the departnent,

2| shall provide the following information as it relates to

3| inplenentati on of the conprehensive pl an

4 1. An identification of funds, by source and anmount,

5] received by the state and by each | ocal sponsor during the

6| fiscal year.

7 2. An itemzation of expenditures, by source and

8 | anount, made by the state and by each | ocal sponsor during the
9| fiscal year.

10 3. A description of the purpose for which the funds
11 | were expended.

12 4. The unencunbered bal ance of funds remaining in

13 | trust funds or other accounts designated for inplenentation of
14 | t he conprehensive plan

15 5. A schedule of anticipated expenditures for the next
16 | fiscal year.

17 (b) The departnent shall prepare a detailed report on
18 | all funds expended by the state and credited toward the

19 | state's share of funding for inplenentation of the
20 | conpr ehensive plan. The report shall include:
21 1. A description of all expenditures, by source and
22 | ampbunt, fromthe Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund,
23| the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, the Preservation 2000 Trust
24 | Fund, the Florida Forever Trust Fund, the Save Qur Evergl ades
25| Trust Fund, and ot her naned funds or accounts for the
26 | acqui sition or construction of project conponents or other
27 | features or facilities that benefit the conprehensive plan
28 2. A description of the purposes for which the funds
29 | were expended.
30
31
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3. The unencunbered fiscal -year-end bal ance t hat

remains in each trust fund or account identified in

subpar agr aph 1.

(c) The district, in cooperation with the departnent,

shal |l provide a detailed report on progress made in the

i npl erentation of the conprehensive plan, including the status

of all project conponents initiated after the effective date

of this act or the date of the |l ast report prepared under this

subsecti on, whichever is | ater

The information required in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) shal

be provided annually in a single report to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and copies of the report nust be nade

available to the public. The initial report is due by Novenber

30, 2000, and each annual report thereafter is due by Novenber
30.

Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 375.045, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

375.045 Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund.--

(2) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal
di stribute revenues fromthe Florida Preservation 2000 Trust
Fund only to prograns of state agencies or |ocal governnents
as set out in s. 259.101(3). Excluding distributions to the
Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund, such distributions shall be

spent by the recipient within 90 days after the date on which
the Departnent of Environnmental Protection initiates the
transfer.

Section 7. There is hereby appropriated $50 mllion

fromthe General Revenue Fund for fiscal year 2000-2001 to the

Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund for the purposes of this act.
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Section 8. For fiscal year 2000-2001, the Departnent
of Environnmental Protection nmay seek approval pursuant to
sections 216.177 and 216. 181, Florida Statutes, for additiona
spendi ng authority from avail abl e surpl uses i n departnent

trust funds for transfer to the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust
Fund.

Section 9. This act shall take effect June 30, 2000.
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