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By Representative Crow

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the student assessnent

3 program anending s. 229.57, F.S.; requiring a
4 bi annual review of the design of the

5 achi evenent testing program requiring schoo
6 perfornmance grade category designations to be
7 based on at |east 2 consecutive years of

8 perfornmance; requiring student achi evenent

9 |l evels to be statistically adjusted according
10 to a school's soci oecononic status; deleting
11 certain factors for determ ning schoo

12 perfornmance grade categories; providing

13 additional factors for determ ning schoo

14 perfornance grade categories; revising student
15 assessnment data used to determ ne schoo

16 perfornmance grade categories; requiring

17 perfornmance on neasures used to deternine the
18 school's performance rating to be reported to
19 parents and to the state annually; requiring
20 the effects of socioecononic status on student
21 perfornmance on standardi zed tests to be

22 i ncl uded when using recogni zed approaches to
23 statistical variance and estinmating random

24 effects; requiring itens included in the

25 assessnents to be exanmi ned annual ly by

26 unbi ased, independent reviewers to deternine
27 that the assessnents neasure mastery of the
28 Sunshine State Standards and that perfornmance
29 on the assessnments are not influenced by

30 external factors; providing an effective date.
31
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3), subsection
4] (8), subsection (10), and paragraph (f) of subsection (11) of
5] section 229.57, Florida Statutes, are anended, and paragraph
6] (j) is added to subsection (11), to read:

7 229.57 Student assessnent program --

8 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner

9| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educationa
10 | assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of

11 | the operation and managenent of the public schools, including
12 | school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa

13 | services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns.
14 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conmi ssioner
15| shal I :

16 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent

17 | testing programas part of the statew de assessnment program
18 | to be administered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure
19 | reading, witing, science, and nathenmatics. The testing

20 | program nust be designed so that:

21 1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
22 | adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
23 | tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in
24 | reading, witing, and mathematics. Science proficiency nust be
25 | neasured statew de beginning in 2003. O her content areas nay
26 | be included as directed by the conm ssi oner. FThe—conm-ssioner
27 | shatH—provi-de—for—the—tests—tobedevelopedor—obtained—as
o8 . 4 I I . o

29 . ’ . ’ . es

30 I . . . ’ hool—di . 4

31 . b —ebtai-f o I e I
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2. The tests are a conbination of normreferenced and

criterion-referenced and include, to the extent deternined by
the commissioner, itens that require the student to produce
information or performtasks in such a way that the skills and
conpet enci es he or she uses can be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the elenentary,
m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's perfornmance is deened
i nadequat e. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., all 11th
grade students take a high school conpetency test devel oped by
the state board to test mninum student performance skills and
conpetencies in reading, witing, and mathenmatics. The test
nmust be based on the skills and conpetenci es adopted by the
state board pursuant to paragraph (a). Upon recommendation of
the commi ssioner, the state board shall designate a passing
score for each part of the high school conpetency test. In
establ i shing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possi bl e negative inpact of the test on minority students.
The commi ssioner may establish criteria whereby a student who
successfully denonstrates proficiency in either reading or
mat hematics or both may be exenpted fromtaking the
correspondi ng section of the high school conpetency test or
the coll ege placenent test. A student nust earn a passing
score or have been exenpted from each part of the high schoo

3
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1| conpetency test in order to qualify for a regular high schoo
2 | di pl oma. The school districts shall provide appropriate

3| renedial instruction to students who do not pass part of the
4 | conpetency test.

5 6. Students who enroll in grade 9 in the fall of 1999
6 | and thereafter nust earn a passing score on the grade 10

7 | assessnent test described in this paragraph instead of the

8 | hi gh school conpetency test described in subparagraph 5. Such
9 | students nust earn a passing score in reading, witing, and
10 | mat hematics to qualify for a regular high school diplona. Upon
11 | recommendati on of the conmm ssioner, the state board shal

12 | designate a passing score for each part of the grade 10

13 | assessnent test. In establishing passing scores, the state

14 | board shall consider any possible negative inpact of the test
15| on minority students.

16 7. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
17 | for all students, including students served in Departnment of
18 | Juvenil e Justice prograns, except as otherw se prescribed by
19 | the commi ssioner. The conm ssioner shall recomrend rules to
20| the state board for the provision of test adaptations and
21 | nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
22 | exceptional education prograns and for students who have
23| limted English proficiency.
24 8. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
25| neet the sanme testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
26 | student rnust neet.
27 9. School districts nust provide instruction to
28 | prepare students to denpbnstrate proficiency in the skills and
29 | conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
30 | progression and high school graduation. The commi ssi oner shal
31| conduct studies as necessary to verify that the required
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skills and conpetencies are part of the district instructiona
prograns.

10. By January 1, 2000, the Departnent of Education
nmust devel op, or select, and inplenent a comon battery of
assessnent tools which will be used in all juvenile justice
prograns in the state. These tools nust accurately reflect
criteria established in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.

The commi ssioner may design and i npl enment student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state. The conmi ssioner shal

provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as

appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with

private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,

post secondary institutions, or school districts. The

conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and

i npl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and

the public. Assessnent experts, including school district

personnel, shall biannually review the design of the

achi evenent testing programand subnit to the conm ssioner

reconmrended revi sions necessary to ensure fairness and

accuracy for all intended uses of the tests. The conmi ssi oner

shal|l report these findings and recomend revisions to the

design of the testing programto the State Board of Education

within 90 days after recei pt of the review
(8) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE
CATEGORI ES. - - School perfornmance grade category designations

item zed in subsection (7) shall be based on the foll ow ng
(a) Tinmefranes.--

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2229
568- 168- 00

1. School performance grade category designations
shal | be based on at |east 2 consecutive ene school years year

of performance, when such data is avail abl e.
2. In school years 1998-1999 and 1999- 2000, a school's
perfornmance grade category designation shall be determ ned by

t he student achi evenent | evels on the FCAT, as statistically

adj usted according to the school's soci oecononi ¢ status and—on

student—readiness—for—eoHege, in accordance with state board

3. Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, a
school 's performance grade category designation shall be based
on a conbi nation of student achi evenent scores as neasured by
the FCAT, as statistically adjusted for a school's

soci oecononi ¢ status and on the degree of neasured | earning

gains of the students, in accordance with state board rul e and

4. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year and
thereafter, a school's performance grade category designation

shal | be based on student | earning gains as nmeasured by annua
FCAT assessnents in grades 3 through 10, as statistically

adj usted for the school's soci oeconom ¢ status, and neasures

of parent satisfaction regardi ng school safety, quality of

education, and student attitudes toward |earning, according to

state board rul e and—en—other—appropriate—performance—data;
ool —diseipi I ’ I I . ’ I I
readiness—for—cotege.
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1

2 | For the purpose of inplenenting ss. 229.0535 and 229. 0537, if
3| any of the four schools that were identified as critically |ow
4 | perfornming, based on both 1996-1997 and 1997-1998 schoo

5| performance data and state board adopted criteria, receives a
6 | performance grade category designation of "F," based on

7 | 1998- 1999 school performance data, that school shall be

8 | considered as having failed to nake adequate progress for 2

9| years in a 4-year period. Al other schools that receive a

10 | perfornmance grade category designation of "F," based on

11 ] 1998-1999 school perfornmance data, shall be considered as

12 | having failed to make adequate progress for 1 year

13 (b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data
14 | used in determning school performance grade categories shal
15 | i ncl ude:

16 1. The average of the difference between the score

17 | earned by a student on the FCAT and his or her nobst recent

18 | previous score in that sane subject area Fhe+wedian—secores—of
19 | aH—eHgiblte—students—enroHed—+n—the—school—who—have—been

20 | assessed—on—theFCAT.

21 2. The percentage of the student population that is
22 | eligible to be served free and reduced price neal s The—+wedian
23 | scores—of—atH—eH-gibte—students—enroHed—in—the—school—who

24 | have—been—assessed—on—theFCATand—who—have—scored—at—or—in
25 | thetowest—25th—perecentite—of—thestatei+n—theprevious—school
26 | yeatr

27 3. The average of the npbst recent student test scores
28 | on the FCAT for each subject.

29

30 | The Departnent of Education shall study the effects of

31| nobility on the perfornmance of highly nobile students and

7
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1| recommend prograns to inprove the perfornmance of such

2 | students. The state board shall adopt appropriate criteria for
3 | each school performance grade category. The criteria nust also
4| give added wei ght to student achi evenent in reading. Schools
5| desi gnated as performance grade category "C " naking

6 | satisfactory progress, shall be required to denpnstrate that
7 | adequat e progress has been nmade by students who have scored

8 | anong the | owest 25 percent of students in the state as well
9| as by the overall population of students in the school

10 (10) SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE CATEGORY AND | MPROVEMENT
11 | RATI NG REPORTS. - - School performance grade category

12 | designations and inprovenent ratings shall apply to each

13 | school's performance for the year in which performance is

14 | measured. Each school's designation, school inprovenent

15| rating, and performance on neasures used to determ ne the

16 | school's performance rating ane—+ating shall be published

17 | annual |y by the Departnent of Education and the schoo

18 | district. Parents and guardians shall be entitled to an

19 | easy-to-read report card about the designation and rating of
20 | the school in which their child is enrolled.

21 (11) STATEW DE ASSESSMENTS. - - The Depart nent of

22 | Education is authorized, subject to appropriation, to

23| negotiate a nultiyear contract for the devel opnent, field

24 | testing, and inplenentation of annual assessnents of students
25| in grades 3 through 10. Such assessnents nust conply with the
26 | following criteria:

27 (f) The statistical systemshall provide for an

28 | approach which provides for best |inear unbiased prediction
29 | for the teacher, school, and school district effects on pupi
30 | progress. These estinmates should adequately be able to

31| determne effects of and conpare teachers who teach nmultiple
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subj ects to the sane groups of students, and teamteaching
situations where teachers teach a single subject to nmultiple
groups of students, or other teaching situations as
appropri at e.

1. The departnent, in consultation with the Ofice of
Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability, and
ot her sources as appropriate, including school district

personnel ,shall use recogni zed approaches to statistica
vari ance and estinmating random effects, including the effects

of soci oeconom ¢ status on student perfornance on standardi zed
tests, such as the FCAT.
2. The approach used by the departnent shall be

approved by the State Board of Education before inplenentation
for pupil progression assessnent.
(j) Itens included in the assessnents shall be

exam ned annual | y by unbi ased, independent reviewers to

determ ne that the assessnents neasure nastery of the Sunshine

State Standards and that performance on the assessnents are

not influenced by external factors.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY
3 . . :
Revi ses the student assessnent programin the foll ow ng
4 ways: requires a biannual review of the design of the
achi evenent testing program requires school “perfornmance
5 grade category desighations to be based on at |east 2
consecutive years of performance; requires student _
6 achi evenent levels to be statistically adjusted according
to a school's socioeconom c status; deletes certain
7 factors for determ ning school performance grade . .
categories; provides additional factors for determn ning
8 schodl performance grade categories; revises student
assessnent data used to determ ne school perfornmance
9 ?rade categories; requires perfornmance on, neasures used
o determ ne the school's performance ratlnP to be
10 reported to parents and to the state annually; requires
the effects of socioeconom c status on student
11 perfornmance on standardi zed tests to be included when
usi ng recogni zed apProaches to statistical variance and
12 estimating randometffects; and requires itens included in
t he assesSnents to be exam ned annual | bK unbi ased,
13 i ndependent reviewers to determ ne thal the assessnents
neasure nastery of the Sunshine State Standards and that
14 perfornmance on the assessnents are not influenced by
external factors.
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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