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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2314
By Senator G ant

13-1188-00 See HB
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to corporate incone tax;
creating s. 220.187, F.S.; providing purpose
and intent; providing definitions; providing a
credit against the tax for a portion of
contributions to a nonprofit scholarship
fundi ng organi zation or a public school for
schol arshi ps; providing |limtations; providing
for rules; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 220.187, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
220.187 Credits for contributions to schol arship

fundi ng organi zations or public schools.--
(1) PURPCSE AND | NTENT. - -
(a) The purpose of this section is to:

1. Provide a tax credit for certain contributions to a

nonprofit schol arshi p fundi ng organi zati on or public school

2. Enable corporations in this state to provide

greater financial resources for public schools.

3. Expand educational opportunities for children of

famlies that have limted financial resources.

4., Enable children in this state to achieve a greater

| evel of excellence in their education

(b) In enacting this section, the Legislature

recogni zes diversity anong children and affirns that every

child is unique. The Legislature also affirns that children

learn differently fromone another and may benefit from

expanded educati onal opportuniti es.
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(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that freedom

of religion of all citizens is inviolate and that nothing in

this section be construed to cause excessive governnent al

entangl enent with the religious instruction of a nonpublic

school. Wth respect to a nonpublic school, nothing in this

section gives a governnental agency authority to regul ate,

control, supervise, or in any way be involved in the:

1. Form nmnner, or content of religious instruction

mnistry, teaching, or curriculumoffered by the nonpublic

school .
2. Ability of the nonpublic school to select and

supervi se qualified personnel and otherw se control the terns

of enpl oynent, including the right to enploy individuals who

share the religious views of the school

3. Internal self-governance and autonony of the

nonpubl i ¢ school

4. Religious environnent of the nonpublic school, such

as synbols, art, icons, and scripture.
(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section
(a) "Eligible contribution" neans a contribution to a

public school or nonprofit schol arship funding organi zation
if:

1. The contribution is used to provide schol arshi ps

for tuition, transportation, or textbook expenses to children

enrolled in an eligible school

2. The taxpayer making the contribution does not

designate a specific child as the beneficiary of the

contri bution.

3. The contribution is used to provide schol arshi ps of

which at | east 50 percent are given to children who have been

enrolled in a public school during a previous year
2
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4. The anount of any scholarship provided to a child

does not exceed 50 percent of the "cal cul ated anpunt" that

woul d be conputed for that child pursuant to s.
229.0537(6)(a)1l. for the school year in which the contribution
is given; if the child is not attending a public school, the

cal cul ated anpunt shall be based on the public school to which

the child would normally have been assi gned.

(b) "Eligible school" neans a public or nonpublic

primary or secondary school located in this state that offers

a general education to primary or secondary students and does

not discrimnate on the basis of race, color, or nationa

origin.
(c) "Nonprofit schol arship funding organi zati on" neans

a charitable organi zation that is exenpt fromfederal incone

tax pursuant to s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and

that allocates at | east 90 percent of its annual revenue to

provi di ng schol arships for tuition, transportation, and

t ext book expenses to children enrolled in an eligible school

giving priority to children who denpbnstrate a need for the

schol ar shi ps.
(3) CREDI T AUTHORI ZED. - - There shall be allowed a
credit equal to 65 percent of all eligible contributions made

by a taxpayer during a taxable year against any tax due for

that taxable year under this chapter. However:

(a) For credits clainmed for contributions to nonprofit

schol arshi p fundi ng organi zati ons, such credits shall not

exceed 75 percent of the tax due under this chapter for the

taxabl e year after the application of any other allowabl e

credits by the taxpayer.

(b) For credits clained for contributions to public

school s, such credits shall not exceed 5 percent of the tax
3
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1| due under this chapter for the taxable year after the

2| application of any other allowable credits by the taxpayer.

3 (4) ADM NI STRATI ON; RULES. - -

4 (a) |If the credit granted pursuant to this section is

5] not fully used in any one year, the unused anpbunt nmay not be

6| carried forward. A taxpayer nmmy not convey, assign, or

7| transfer the credit authorized by this section to another

8| entity unless all of the assets of the taxpayer are conveyed,

9| assigned, or transferred in the sane transaction

10 (b) An application for a tax credit pursuant to this

11 | section shall be submitted to the departnent on forns

12 | established by rule of the departnent.

13 (c) The departnent shall adopt rul es necessary to

14 | adninister this section, including rules establishing

15| application procedures and requirenents and rul es establishing

16 | procedures and requirenents for determning eligibility for

17 | the credit.

18 Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2001
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21 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

22 . . . . .
Provides a credit against the corporate incone tax in an

23 anount equal to 65 percent of contributions nmade by a

24| HrBEhi 1S SchooP P Fund Schotar Bhi pa- BPov) dag! “atton
l[imtations. Prohibits carryover or transfer of the

25 credit.
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