Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2401

By the Committee on Uilities & Conmunications and
Represent ati ve Roj as

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to information technol ogy;

3 requiring facilitation of a network access

4 point by the State Technol ogy Ofice; requiring

5 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to create and

6 i npl erent a narketing and i nage canpai gn

7 provi di ng purposes of the canpaign; requiring

8 devel opnent and nmi nt enance of a website for

9 i nformation and technol ogy industry marketing
10 and workforce recruitnent; requiring a study
11 group to explore the use of state enpl oyee
12 pension funds for venture capital support for
13 certain purposes; expressing support of
14 activities to enhance information technol ogy,
15 i ncluding a network access point; anending s
16 212.08, F.S.; providing a sales tax exenption
17 on sal es of certain equi pnent used to depl oy
18 br oadband t echnol ogi es associated with a
19 network access point; providing for future
20 repeal of the exenption; requiring Enterprise
21 Florida, Inc., to review existing business
22 i ncubators and devel op a plan to establish
23 i nformation technol ogy business incubators in
24 the state under certain circunstances;
25 prescribing i ncubator conponents; requiring
26 subm ssion of the plan to the Governor and
27 Legi sl ature; providing an effective date
28
29 WHEREAS, the information technol ogy industry is grow ng
30| rapidly and provides hi gh-wage, high-skill jobs, and
31
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1 WHEREAS, Florida can capitalize on its geographic
2 | location and hunan-resource assets to develop an information
3 | technol ogy sector, and
4 WHEREAS, Florida can be recogni zed as a gl obal |eader
5]in the information technol ogy industry, particularly in Latin
6| Anrerica, and
7 WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the Legislature and
8| the State of Florida to encourage and pronote new i nformation
9 | technol ogy busi nesses and to ensure that those businesses have
10 | available to themtechnical, nanagenent, and busi ness
11 | counseling to provide the highest probability of success, NOW
12 | THEREFORE,
13
14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. The State Technol ogy Ofice shal
17 | facilitate the devel opment of a network access point in this
18 | state, as needed.
19 Section 2. Creation and inplenentation of a marketing
20 | and i mage canpaign. - -
21 (1) Enterprise Florida, Inc., in collaboration with
22 | the private sector, shall create a narketing canpaign to help
23| attract, develop, and retain information technol ogy busi nesses
241 in this state. The canpai gn nust be coordinated with any
25 | exi sting econoni c devel opnent pronotion efforts in this state,
26 | and shall be jointly funded from private and public resources.
27 (2) The nessage of the canpaign shall be to increase
28 | national and international awareness of this state as a state
29 | ideally suited for the successful advancenent of the
30| information technol ogy busi ness sector. Marketing strategies
31| shall include devel opnent of pronotional nmaterials, |nternet
2
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and print advertising, public relations and nedi a pl acenent,

trade show attendance at infornation technol ogy events, and

appropriate followp activities. Efforts to pronbte this state

as a hi gh-technol ogy busi ness | eader nust incl ude

identification and coordi nati on of existing business

t echnol ogy resources, partnerships with econonic devel opnent

organi zations and private sector busi nesses, continued

retention and growmh of businesses based in this state that

produce hi gh-technol ogy products or use hi gh-technol ogy skills

for manufacturing, and recruitnent of new business in such

ar ea.

Section 3. Devel opnent of an Internet-based system for

i nformati on technol ogy i ndustry pronotion and workforce

recruitnent.--

(1) The Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security

shall facilitate efforts to ensure the devel opnent and

nmai nt enance of a website that pronotes and markets the

i nformati on technology industry in this state. The website

shal |l be designed to informthe public concerning the scope of

the information technol ogy industry in the state and shal

al so be designed to address the workforce needs of the

i ndustry. The website shall include, through |links or actua

content, infornmation concerning infornmation technol ogy

busi nesses in this state, including links to such busi nesses;

i nformati on concerni ng enpl oynent avail abl e at these

busi nesses; and the neans by which a jobseeker may post a

resune on the website.

(2) The Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security

shall coordinate with the State Technol ogy Ofice and the

Wor kf orce Devel opnent Board of Enterprise Florida, Inc., to

ensure |links, where feasible and appropriate, to existing job
3
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1| infornmation websites maintained by the state and state

2 | agencies and to ensure that information technol ogy positions
3| offered by the state and state agencies are posted on the

4 | information technol ogy website.

5 Section 4. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall establish a
6 | study group to explore the feasibility of using state enpl oyee
7 | pension funds to support venture capital funds that are either
8| domiciled in this state or regularly invest in technol ogy

9 | conpani es that are headquartered in this state. |f the study
10| group deternines that this concept is feasible, the group

11 | shall prepare a working proposal governing the use of such

12 | funds, including any reconmendations for action by the

13| Legislature. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall subnit a report
14 ) on the findings of the study group and, if prepared, the

15 | worki ng proposal to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
16 | and t he Speaker of the House of Representatives by Cctober 1,
17 | 2000.

18 Section 5. Establishnent of a network access

19 | point.--The state actively supports efforts that enhance the
20| information technology industry in this state, particularly
21| those efforts that increase broadband technology. A critica
22 | initiative to enhance this industry in this state is
23 | determined to be the devel opnent of a network access point,
24 | which is defined to be a carrier-neutral, public-private
25| Internet traffic exchange point. The state encourages private
26 | informati on technol ogy busi nesses to forge partnerships to
27 | devel op a network access point in this state. Mreover, the
28 | state recogni zes the inportance of a network access point that
29 | addresses the needs of small information technol ogy
30 | busi nesses.
31
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1 Section 6. Paragraph (n) is added to subsection (5) of
2| section 212.08, Florida Statutes, to read

3 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consunption, distribution
4 | and storage tax; specified exenptions.--The sale at retail

5] the rental, the use, the consunption, the distribution, and

6| the storage to be used or consuned in this state of the

7| following are hereby specifically exenpt fromthe tax inposed
8| by this chapter.

9 (5) EXEMPTI ONS; ACCOUNT OF USE. - -

10 (n) Equi pnent used to depl oy broadband technol ogi es. - -
11 1. Beginning July 1, 2000, equi pnent purchased by a
12 | conmruni cations service provider that is necessary for use in
13 | the depl oynent of broadband technologies in the state as part
14| of the direct participation by the conmuni cations service

15| provider in a network access point, which is defined as a

16 | carrier-neutral, public-private Internet traffic exchange

17 | point, in this state shall be exenpt fromthe tax inposed by
18 | this chapter. This exenption inures to the comuni cations

19 | service provider only through a refund of previously paid

20| taxes. A refund shall be authorized upon an affirmative

21 | showi ng by the taxpayer to the satisfaction of the departnent
22 | that the requirenents of this paragraph have been net.

23 2. To be entitled to a refund, an eligible

24 | communi cations service provider nmust file under oath with the
25 | departnent an application that includes:

26 a. The nane and address of the communications service
27 | provider clainmng to be entitled to the refund.

28 b. A specific description of the property for which
29 | the exenption is sought, including its serial nunber or other
30 | permanent identification nunber

31 c. The location of the property.
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1 d. The sales invoice or other proof of purchase of the
2| property, showing the anbunt of sales tax paid, the date of

3 | purchase, and the nane and address of the sales tax deal er

4| fromwhomthe property was purchased

5 3. An application for a refund pursuant to this

6 | paragraph nmust be subnitted to the departnment within 6 nonths
7| after the eligible property is purchased.

8 4. The provisions of s. 212.095 do not apply to any

9| refund application nade pursuant to this paragraph. The

10 | departnent shall adopt rul es governing the manner and form of
11 | refund applications and may establish guidelines as to the

12 | requisites for an affirmati ve showing of qualification for

13 | exenpti on under this paragraph

14 5. For purposes of this paragraph

15 a. "Broadband technol ogy" neans packaged technol ogy
16 | that has the capability of supporting transm ssion speeds of
17 | at least 1.544 negabits per second in both directions.

18 b. "Communi cations service provider" neans a conpany
19 | that supports or provides individuals and other conpanies wth
20| access to the Internet and other related services.

21 c. "Equi pnent" includes asynchronous transfer node

22 | switches, digital subscriber Iine access nultipl exers,

23 | routers, servers, nultiplexers, fiber optic connector

24 | equi pnent, database equi pnent, and ot her network equi pnent

25| used to provide broadband technol ogy and informati on services.
26 6. This paragraph is repeal ed June 30, 2005.

27 Section 7. Establishnment of information technol ogy

28 | busi ness incubators. --

29 (1) To foster the growth of the information technol ogy
30| industry in this state, Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall review
31| the state's existing business incubators to deterni ne whether
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they are neeting the needs of the industry. If Enterprise

Florida, Inc., finds that additional incubators are needed to

fill an unnmet need, Enterprise Florida, Inc., nust develop a

plan to establish informati on technol ogy busi ness i ncubators

in this state. The plan may incl ude recommendati ons for

consi deration by the Legislature which pronote the | ocation of

private information technol ogy business incubators in this

state or recommendations to establish or pronote i nformation

t echnol ogy busi ness incubators associated with public or

private universities or colleges in this state. If the plan

reconmends the establishnent of an incubator that would be

associated with a university or college, the plan nust provide

for the financial self-sufficiency of the incubator within 2

years after such establishnent. The review and, if devel oped,

the plan shall be presented to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives hy
Decenber 1, 2000.
(2) For the purposes of this section, an information

t echnol ogy busi ness incubator is a facility that all ows new

busi nesses engaged in information technology to increase their

probability of success through sharing needed equi pnent,

services, and facilities, including substantially all of the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Reception and neeting areas

(b) Secretarial services.

(c) Accounting and bookkeepi ng servi ces.

(d) Research libraries.

(e) Onsite financial, nmanagenent, |egal, and technica

counsel i ng.
(f) Flexible | ease arrangenents for flexible space.

(g) Conputer and word-processing facilities.
7
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1 (h) Ofice furniture rentals.
2 (i) Managenent and entrepreneurial training prograns.
3 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
4] | aw
5
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7 HOUSE SUMVARY
8
Requires the State Technology Ofice to facilitate
9 devel opnent of a_ network access point in Florida,
Requires Enterprise Florida, Inc, to create and i npl enent
10 a marketing and i mage canpaign to help attract, devel op
and retain information technol ogy businesses. Requires
11 devel opnent and, nai nt enance of a website for information
and technologﬁ i ndustry marketing and workforce
12 recruitment. "Requires a study group to explore the use of
state enployee pension funds t0 support venture capita
13 funds in Florida. Provides a sales tax exenption on sales
of equi pnent  used to depl oy broadband technol ogi es
14 associated with a network access point, Requireés
Enterprise Flaorida, Inc., to review existing business
15 i ncubators and. devel op a plan to _establish information
16 t echnol ogy busi ness incubators. See bill for details.
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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