Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2423
By Representative Garcia

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to equal protection for the

3 Ever gl ades and Florida Bay; creating the

4 "Evergl ades/ Fl ori da Bay Equal Protection and

5 Fl ood Control Assurances Act of 2000"

6 providing definitions; providing |egislative

7 findings and intent; directing the South

8 Fl ori da Water Managenent District to inplenent

9 certain protections for Florida Bay and the

10 Ever gl ades; restricting use of certain |and

11 acqui sition funds; directing the district to

12 revi ew and nmake recomendati ons regarding fl ood

13 protection in specified areas; requiring public

14 hearings; requiring a report; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18

19 Section 1. Evergl ades/Florida Bay Equal Protection and
20 | Fl ood Control Assurances Act of 2000.--
21 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
22 |"Evergl ades/ Fl ori da Bay Equal Protection and Flood Contro
23 | Assurances Act of 2000."
24 (2) DEFINTIONS. --For purposes of this section, the
25| following terns are defined as indicated:
26 (a) "C- 111 Canal Project" neans the project of the
27 | sane nane identified in the Final General Reeval uation Report
28 | and Environnmental |npact Statenent produced by the United
29| States Arny Corps of Engineers, dated May 1994.
30 (b) "Everglades Protection Area" neans the water
31| conservation areas in the Evergl ades National Park, including
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1| those parts of Florida Bay |lying within Evergl ades Nationa

2 | Park.

3 (c) "Modified Water Deliveries Project" neans the

4| project of the sanme nane identified in the General Design

5 | Menorandum and Environnental |npact Statenent by the United

6| States Arny Corps of Engineers, dated 1992, and as provided in

7]s. 104, Pub. L. No. 101-229, including the protections

8| required by s. 104(c) therein.

9 (d) "Restudy" neans the Conprehensive Review Study by
10| the United States Arny Corps of Engineers, dated April 1999.
11 (3) FINDI NGS AND | NTENT. - -

12 (a) The Legislature finds that the current design and
13 | operation of the Central and Southern Florida Project,

14 | hereinafter known as the "Project," and other rel ated

15| facilities operated by the South Florida Water Managenent

16 | District do not provide all parts of the Everglades with equa
17 | treatnment with respect to water nmanagenent and ecosystem

18 | protection. It is also apparent that the fl ood protection

19 | benefits to be provided by the Project have not been attained
20| in many popul ated areas.

21 (b) The Legislature finds that inmedi ate and | ong-term
22 | protection of the Everglades and Florida Bay can best be

23 | served by expediting the construction of the Mdified Water
24 | Deliveries Project approved by Congress in 1989 and the C 111
25| Canal Project approved by the United States Arny Corps of

26 | Engi neers in 1995.

27 (c) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

28 | Evergl ades Protection Area be managed to achi eve equa

29 | protection and restoration benefits throughout and that a

30 | thorough review be conducted to identify changes necessary to
31| reduce fl ood damage to agricultural and urban property.
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(4) PROTECTI ON FOR FLORI DA BAY AND THE EVERG.ADES. - -
(a) The South Florida Water Managenent District is
directed to support imediate inplenentation of the Mdified

Water Deliveries Project, as defined and provided in s. 104,
Pub. L. No. 101-229, and in the General Design Menorandum and
Envi ronnental | npact subnmitted to Congress, dated 1992, with

only such changes as are within and consistent with the

general scope of the General Design Menorandum and the

Envi ronnental |npact Statenent and in all cases providing the
protections required in s. 104(c), Pub. L. No. 101-229. No
| and acquisition funds nade available to the district from any

state or federal source shall be used to purchase property

east of the proposed seepage | evee reconmended in the above

Ceneral Design Menorandum and Environnental |npact Statenent.
(b) The South Florida Water Managenent District is
further directed to expedite the construction of the C 111
Canal Project. Once constructed, the S-332A through S 332D
structures shall be operated at the levels specified in the

reconmrended plan of the Restudy in order to provide the nobst

benefits to Florida Bay while providing acceptable | evels of

flood protection for the private property east of the

Ever gl ades.
(5) FLOOD PROTECTION. --The South Florida Water
Managenent District shall conduct a detailed review and

provide a report to the Legislature on the fl ooding associ ated

with Hurricane Irene, with the purpose of deternining whether

wat er nmanagenent facilities were maintained properly prior to

the storm and whether all appropriate actions were taken prior

to, during, and after the flood. The report shall also

docunent areas with i nadequate flood protecti on and nake

reconmendati ons on the action necessary to provide an
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appropriate level of protection to these areas. The revi ew

shall include a full opportunity for public input and shal

include at least four public hearings in M ani - Dade and

Broward Counties. At |east one of the public hearings in each

county nust be conducted by the Governing Board of the South

Fl ori da Water Managenent District. The final report shall be

adopted by the governing board and subnmitted to the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives and the President of the Senate
no | ater than Novenber 1, 2000.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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Creates the "Evergl ades/Fl ori da Ba% Equal Protection and
Fl ood Control Assurances Act of 2000." Provides
definitions. Provides Legislative findings and intent.
Directs the South Florida Water Managenent District to
i_mpl erent described protections for Florida Bay. and the
Evergl ades. Provides a restriction on the district's use
of state or_ federal |and acquisition funds to purchase
property. Directs the district to review and nake .

r ecommendat i ons regardln% flood protection in certain
areas in M am -Dadé and Broward unties. Provides for
ublic hearings in both counties and subnission of a
report to the Legislature by Novenber 1, 2000.
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