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Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 2454

By the Committee on Education and Senator Sullivan

304-2153-00

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Education Fund;
anmendi ng s. 240.498, F.S.; providing nninum
requi renments for support services provided
t hrough the | aw school schol arship program
aut hori zing the provision of awards to
part-tinme students; providing for establishnment
of the ampunt of an award for a part-tine
student; providing a guarantee of enroll nment of
a certain nunber of award recipients, provided
certain requirenments are net; revising services
provided as part of the minority pre-Ilaw
schol arship | oan program linmiting
adm ni strative costs of the | egal education
conponent of the Florida Education Fund;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (8) of section 240.498, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.498 Florida Education Fund.--

(8) There is created a | egal education conponent of
the Florida Education Fund to provide the opportunity for
mnorities to attain representation within the |egal
prof ession proportionate to their representation within the
general popul ation. The | egal education conponent of the
Fl ori da Education Fund includes a | aw school programand a
pre-law program

(a) The law school schol arship programof the Florida
Education Fund is to be administered by the Board of Directors
of the Florida Education Fund for the purpose of increasing by
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200 the nunber of nminority students enrolled in |law schools in
this state. Inplenentation of this programis to be phased in
over a 3-year period.

1. The board of directors shall provide financial
academ ¢, and ot her support to students selected for
participation in this programfrom funds appropriated by the
Legi sl ature. Support services shall include, at a mininum a

begi nning | aw schol ars' orientation, first-year student canpus

neetings, a |law scholars' annual neeting, a resune directory,

bar exami nati on passage support, and suppl enental bar

exam nati on preparation clinics.

2. Student selection nust be nade in accordance with
rul es adopted by the board of directors for that purpose and
nmust be based, at least in part, on an assessnment of potenti al
for success, nerit, and financial need.

3. Awards may be nmde available to part-tine students.

To be eligible to participate in the program a student nust

take the m ni mum nunber of credit hours required by the board

of directors. The board of directors shall provide for a

schol arship awarded to a part-tine student to be in an anpunt

in proportion to the award for full-tinme students. Al program

requi renments, including academ c perfornance standards and

postgraduation restrictions, shall apply to both part-tine and

full-tine students who are award recipients.

4. Each accredited | aw school in Florida shall be

guar anteed three | aw school schol arship recipients per year

Law school s experiencing a decrease in the nunber of enrolled

African- Aneri can or Hispanic students during 3 consecutive

years will lose their guaranteed | aw schol arship recipients.

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 2454
304-2153-00

5.3~ Support nust be nade avail able to students who
enroll in private, as well as public, law schools in this

state which are accredited by the Anerican Bar Associ ation

6. 4— Schol arshi ps nust be paid directly to the
participating students.

7.5~ Students who participate in this program nust
agree in witing to sit for The Florida Bar exanination and,
upon successful adm ssion to The Florida Bar, to either
practice law in the state for a period of tine equal to the
anmount of tinme for which the student received aid, up to 3
years, or repay the anount of aid received. A student who

practices law for 2 years as an enpl oyee of a state attorney,

a public defender, or the Ofice of the Attorney General has

satisfied the repaynent provision of the | aw schol arship

program

8.6~ Annually the board of directors shall conpile a
report that includes a description of the sel ection process,
an anal ysis of the acadenic progress of all scholarship
reci pients, and an anal ysis of expenditures. This report mnust
be subnitted to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, and the Governor

(b) The minority pre-law schol arship |oan program of
the Florida Education Fund is to be adm nistered by the Board
of Directors of the Florida Education Fund for the purpose of
i ncreasing the opportunity of mnority students to prepare for
| aw school .

1. Fromfunds appropriated by the Legislature, the
board of directors shall provide for student fees, Law Schoo
Adm ssion Test preparation course tuition, and a pre-|aw

summer programto be held at one Anerican Bar Associ ation

accredited |l aw school in Florida annual ly reem—board—books,
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stppH-es—ant—acadenc—antd—other—support to selected nminority

under graduate students matriculating at eligible public and
i ndependent col |l eges and universities in Florida.

2. Student selection nust be nade in accordance with
rul es adopted by the board of directors for that purpose and
nmust be based, at least in part, on an assessnment of potenti al
for success, nerit, and financial need.

3. To be eligible, a student nust nake a witten
agreenent to enter or be accepted to enter a | aw school in
this state within 2 years after graduation or repay the
schol arship | oan anobunt plus interest at the prevailing rate.

4. Recipients who fail to gain adm ssion to a | aw
school within the specified period of tinme, may, upon
admi ssion to |l aw school, be eligible to have their |oans
cancel ed.

5. Mnority pre-law schol arship | oans shall be
provided to 34 nminority students per year for up to 4 years
each, for a total of 136 scholarship | oans. To continue
recei pt of scholarship | oans, recipients nust maintain a 2.75
grade point average for the freshman year and a 3. 25 grade
poi nt average thereafter. Participants nust al so take
speci al i zed courses to enhance conpetencies in English and
| ogi c.

6. The board of directors shall naintain records on
all scholarship |oan recipients. Participating institutions
shal |l subnmit acadenic progress reports to the board of
directors followi ng each academic term Annually, the board of
directors shall conpile a report that includes a description
of the selection process, an analysis of the acadenic progress
of all scholarship loan recipients, and an anal ysis of
expenditures. This report nust be submtted to the President
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of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and the Governor.
(c) The allowable adnministrative costs for the | ega

educati on conponent of the Florida Educati on Fund shall not

exceed 10 percent of the total funds appropriated by the

Legislature for the | egal education conponent of the Florida

Educati on Fund.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSEEEIITUTE FOR

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2454:

I ncreases and specifies services required for the | aw schoo
Erogran1and the pre-law program adm ni stered by the Florida
ducati on Fund.

Rai ses the Iimt for administrative costs to 10 percent of the
total program expenditures.

For the | aw school program the bill al so:
Aut hori zes schol arships for part-tine students.

Al l ocates at |east three schol arshi ps per year to each of the
state's accredited |law schools, so long as they nmmintain at

| east their current enrollment of mnofity students over a 3
year period.

Al lows the scholarship loan to be repaid 1 year faster by
practicing law as an enployee of a state attorney, publiC
defender, “or the Attorney ner al

For the pre-law program the bill requires paynent for Law
School Admi ssion TeSt preparation courses and a pre-|aw sunmrer
program and del etes the paynent for room and board, books, and
ot her expenses.
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