Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2510
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-1473-00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to rul enaking authority of the
3 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

4 (RAB); anending s. 393.066, F.S.; authorizing
5 the departnent to adopt rules linting the

6 nunber of clients in a supported-living

7 dwelling unit and linmting the nunber of units
8 wi thin a geographical area; prohibiting the

9 departnment fromrestricting the ability of a
10 client tolive in a unit that is not in

11 conpliance with the rules; anending s. 409. 919,
12 F.S.; requiring that the departnent adopt rul es
13 to adnini ster provisions governing nedica

14 assi stance; creating s. 409.953, F.S.

15 requiring the departnent to adopt rules to

16 admi ni ster the refugee assi stance program

17 anmendi ng ss. 414.085, 414.095, F.S.

18 aut hori zing the departnent to adopt rules for
19 determ ning a person's eligibility for the
20 WAGES Program anending s. 414.13, F.S.
21 providing for rules to all ow exceptions to the
22 requirenents that a child receive certain
23 i mruni zations; anending s. 414.15, F. S
24 aut hori zing the departnent to adopt rules for
25 admi ni stering diversion services; providing an
26 ef fective date.
27
28| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 393.066, Florida
31| Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 393.066 Comrunity services and treatnent for persons
2 | who are devel opnental | y di sabl ed. - -

3 (9) The departnent nmay adopt rules to ensure

4| conpliance with federal laws or regulations that apply to

5| services provided pursuant to this section. The departnent nay
6 | adopt rul es governing supported-living services which limt

7 | the nunber of nonrelated clients who may live in a single

8| dwelling unit. The departnent nmay adopt rul es specifying the
9 | maxi mum nunber of supported-living dwelling units that nmay be
10| located within an identifiable geographical area, such as

11 | within a nunicipal block, subdivision, neighborhood, apartnent
12 | conpl ex, or nobile hone park. The departnent may not, however,
13| restrict the ability of any client to choose to live in a

14 | dwelling unit that has nore residents than the maxi mum nunber
15| established by rule, and the departnent nmay not restrict a

16 | client fromchoosing to live in a geographic area that

17 | contains nore than the nmaxi num nunber of supported-1living

18 | dwelling units established by rule.

19 Section 2. Section 409.919, Florida Statutes, is

20 | anended to read:

21 409.919 Rul es.--The agency and the Departnent of

22| Children and Fanmily Services shall adopt any rul es necessary
23| to conply with or administer ss. 409.901-409.920 and all rules
24 | necessary to conply with federal requirenents.

25 Section 3. Section 409.953, Florida Statutes, is

26 | created to read:

27 409. 953 Rul enaki ng authority.--The Departnent of

28 | Children and Fanmily Services shall adopt rules to adninister
29 | the eligibility requirenents for the refugee assistance

30 | program

31
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Section 4. Section 414.085, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
414.085 |Incone eligibility standards. --

(1) For purposes of programsinplification and
ef fective program nanagenent, certain incone definitions, as
outlined in the food stanp regulations at 7 CF. R s. 273.9,
shal|l be applied to the WAGES Program as determ ned by the
departnment to be consistent with federal |aw regarding
tenporary cash assistance and Medicaid for needy famlies,
except as to the follow ng

(a)td)y Participation in the WAGES Program shal | be
limted to those fanmilies whose gross fanmily inconme is equa
to or less than 130 percent of the federal poverty |evel
established in s. 673(2) of the Community Services Bl ock G ant
Act, 42 U.S.C. s. 9901(2).

(b) £2) I ncone security payments, including paynents
funded under part B of Title |V of the Social Security Act, as
anended; suppl enmental security inconme under Title XVI of the
Soci al Security Act, as anended; or other inconme security
payrments as defined by federal |aw shall be excluded as incone
unl ess required to be included by federal |aw

(c)3) The first $50 of child support paid to a
custodi al parent receiving tenporary cash assistance nmay not
be disregarded in calculating the anount of tenporary cash
assi stance for the fanmly, unless such exclusion is required
by federal |aw.

(d) 4> An incentive paynent to a participant
aut hori zed by a |l ocal WAGES coalition shall not be considered
i ncore.

(2) The departnent may adopt rul es governing the

adm nistration of this section and may establish requirenents
3
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for incone inclusions, incone exclusions, incone deductions,

budgeting criteria, noney managenent by participants, criteria

for eligibility verification, processing tinefranes, and other

eligibility criteria necessary for the departnent to

adm ni ster this section.
Section 5. Subsection (13) of section 414.095, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (20) is added to that

section, to read

414.095 Determining eligibility for the WAGES
Program - -

(13) CALCULATI ON OF LEVELS OF TEMPORARY CASH
ASS| STANCE. - -

(a) Tenporary cash assistance shall be cal cul at ed
based on average nonthly gross fanily incone, earned and
unearned, |ess any applicable disregards. The resulting
nmont hly net incone anount shall be subtracted fromthe
appl i cabl e paynent standard to determ ne the nonthly anount of
tenporary cash assi stance

(b) A deduction may not be allowed for child care
paynents.

(c) The departnent may adopt rul es governing the

admi ni stration of this subsection and may establish criteria

pertaining to types of budgeting, conversion factors,

verification of incone, treatnent of self-enpl oynent incone,

treatnent of child-support inconme, and treatnent of other

sources of incone.

(20) RULES. --The departnent nay adopt rul es governing

the administration of this section and nmay establish criteria

regarding verification requirenments and linitations on

eligibility.
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Section 6. Section 414.13, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

414.13 | nmuni zations. --Each applicant who has a
preschool child nmust begin and conpl ete appropriate chil dhood
i mruni zations for the child as a condition of eligibility. At
the tinme of application and redetermnation of eligibility,

t he departnent shall advise applicants and participants of the
availability of childhood i nmmuni zati ons through the county
heal th departnent. Each participant who has a preschool child
nmust verify conpliance with the section. If a participant
fails to provide such verification, the child for whom such
verification is not provided shall be renoved from

consi deration for purposes of calculating the assistance
available to the famly. If the child subject to this
requirenent is the only child in the fanmily, participation in
the programshall be ternmnated until verification of
conpliance is provided. The departnment shall waive this
requirenent if the failure to inmunize the child is because of
religious reasons or other good cause, as defined in rules
adopt ed by the departnent.

Section 7. Subsection (7) is added to section 414. 15,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

414.15 Diversion.--

(7) The departnent may adopt rul es governing the

admi nistration of this section and may establish guidelines

for screening criteria, referrals to community resources,

restrictions on receipt of up-front diversion and transitiona

services, definitions of energency services, verification

requi rements, and processing tinefranes.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
5
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