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By Senator Scott

31- 1348A-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Departnent of Managenent
3 Services; anending s. 112.362, F.S., relating
4 to the mininum benefit adjustment; providing
5 for a person to refuse the mnimum benefit
6 adj ustment; amending s. 121.021, F.S.; revising
7 and addi ng definitions; anmending s. 121.051
8 F.S.; providing for rules relating to the
9 subm ssion of docunents required for proper
10 application by cities and special districts for
11 Florida Retirement System participation
12 clarifying retention of Florida Retirenment
13 System nenbership for certai n nenbers;
14 providing for furnishing of enpl oyee
15 i nformati on upon enrollnent in the Florida
16 Retirenent System anending s. 121.0515, F.S.
17 relating to Special Risk Cass nenbership;
18 providing for definitions; clarifying
19 provisions relating to upgradi ng of past
20 service to creditable service under the Special
21 Ri sk Class; clarifying circunstances for
22 retroactive coverage for Special Risk
23 Adm ni strative Support O ass nenbers; anendi ng
24 s. 121.081, F.S., relating to past service and
25 prior service; providing guidelines when | ess
26 than all prior service is clained; clarifying
27 matters related to past service credit and
28 prior service credit; creating s. 121.085,
29 F.S.; relating to claimng of creditable
30 service; providing for subnission of required
31 informati on or evidence to establish a claim
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providing a restriction with respect to
uncl ai ned service; anending s. 121.091, F.S.
relating to retirenent benefits payabl e under
the system providing for retention of service
credit upon termnation; restricting payment of
retirenent benefits potentially subject to
forfeiture; providing for payment of retirenent
benefits directly to a beneficiary, rather than
atrust, in certain cases; providing
requirenents relative to payment of retirenent
benefits; anmending s. 121.121, F.S., relating
to aut hori zed | eaves of absence; providing that
| eaves under the Fanmily Medical Leave Act are
included in this provision; anending s. 287. 16,
F.S.; revising duties relating to the
acqui sition, operation, and di sposal of
watercraft; providing legislative intent;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (7) is added to section 112. 362,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

112. 362 Reconputation of retirement benefits.--

(7) A nmenber, or a joint annuitant or other

beneficiary, who is receiving a nonthly benefit nmay refuse the

application of the mninmumbenefit adjustnent to such benefit.
Section 2. Subsection (54) of section 121.021, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsections (55) through (61) are

added to that section, to read:
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1 121.021 Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
2| as used in this chapter have the respective neanings set forth
3lunless a different neaning is plainly required by the context:
4 (54) "Work year" neans the period of tinme an enpl oyee
5]is required to work during the plan year to receive a ful

6 | year of retirement credit, as provided by rule.

7 (55) "Benefit" neans any paynent, |unp sum or

8| periodic, to a nenber, retiree, or beneficiary, based

9| partially or entirely on enpl oyer contributions.

10 (56) "Calendar nonth" nmeans one of the 12 divisions of
11| a year as deternined by the Gregorian cal endar

12 (57) "Calendar year" neans a period of tine beginning
13 | January 1 and ending on the foll owi ng Decenber 31

14 (58) "Leave of absence" neans a | eave of absence from
15 | enpl oynent under the Florida Retirenent System subsequent to
16 | Novenber 30, 1970, for which retirenent credit may be received
17 | in accordance with s. 121.121.

18 (59) "Payee" neans a retiree or beneficiary of a

19 | retiree who is receiving a retirenent benefit paynent.

20 (60) "Retiree" neans a forner nenber of the Florida

21| Retirenent System or an existing systemwho has term nated

22 | enpl oynent and is receiving benefits fromthe systemin which
23| he was a nenber. The termal so i ncludes a person who retired
24| and is receiving benefits under s. 112.05.

25 (61) "Signature" neans the nane or nmark of a person as
26 | witten by that person. Wien an "X" is used as a signature on
27 | a docunent, the docunent nust include the printed nanes and
28 | addresses of two persons who w tnessed the signing, or the

29 | docunent nust be notarized.

30

31
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1 Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (f) of subsection (2)

2 | and subsection (4) of section 121.051, Florida Statutes, are

3 | anended to read:

4 121.051 Participation in the system--

5 (2) OPTI ONAL PARTI Cl PATI ON. - -

6 (b)1. The governing body of any nunicipality or

7 | special district in the state nmay elect to participate in the
8 | system upon proper application to the adninistrator and may

9] cover all or any of its units as approved by the Secretary of
10 | Heal th and Human Services and the adm nistrator. The

11 | departnent shall adopt rul es establishing provisions for the
12 | submi ssion of docunents necessary for such application.Prior
13| to being approved for participation in the Florida Retirenent
14 | System the governing body of any such nunicipality or special
15| district that has a local retirenment systemshall subnmit to

16 | the adnministrator a certified financial statement show ng the
17 | condition of the local retirenent systemas of a date within 3
18 | nonths prior to the proposed effective date of nmenbership in
19| the Florida Retirenent System The statenment nust be certified
20| by a recogni zed accounting firmthat is independent of the

21| local retirenment system Al required docunments necessary for
22 | extending Florida Retirenent System coverage nust be received
23| by the departnment for consideration at |east 15 days prior to
24 | the proposed effective date of coverage. If the nmunicipality
25| or special district does not conply with this requirenment, the
26 | departnment may require that the effective date of coverage be
27 | changed.

28 2. Any city or special district that has an existing
29 | retirenent systemcovering the enployees in the units that are
30| to be brought under the Florida Retirement System nmay

31| participate only after holding a referendumin which al

4
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enpl oyees in the affected units have the right to participate.
Only those enpl oyees el ecting coverage under the Florida
Retirenent Systemby affirmative vote in said referendum shal
be eligible for coverage under this chapter, and those not
participating or electing not to be covered by the Florida
Retirenent Systemshall remain in their present systens and
shall not be eligible for coverage under this chapter. After
the referendumis held, all future enployees shall be

conmpul sory nmenbers of the Florida Retirenent System

3. The governing body of any city or special district
conplying with subparagraph 1. may elect to provide, or not
provide, benefits based on past service of officers and
enpl oyees as described in s. 121.081(1). However, if such
enpl oyer elects to provide past service benefits, such
benefits nust be provided for all officers and enpl oyees of
its covered group.

4, Once this election is nade and approved it nmay not
be revoked, except pursuant to subparagraphs 5. and 6., and
all present officers and enpl oyees el ecting coverage under
this chapter and all future officers and enpl oyees shall be
conmpul sory nmenbers of the Florida Retirenent System

5. Subject to the conditions set forth in subparagraph
6., the governing body of any hospital |icensed under chapter
395 which is governed by the board of a special district as
defined in s. 189.403(1) or by the board of trustees of a
public health trust created under s. 154.07, hereinafter

referred to as "hospital district," and which participates in
the system nmy elect to cease participation in the system
with regard to future enpl oyees in accordance with the

fol |l owi ng procedure:

5
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a. No nore than 30 days and at |east 7 days before
adopting a resolution to partially withdraw fromthe Florida
Retirenment System and establish an alternative retirenent plan
for future enpl oyees, a public hearing nust be held on the
proposed wi thdrawal and proposed alternative plan

b. From?7 to 15 days before such hearing, notice of
intent to withdraw, specifying the tine and place of the
hearing, nust be provided in witing to enpl oyees of the
hospital district proposing partial w thdrawal and nust be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the area
af fected, as provided by ss. 50.011-50.031. Proof of
publication of such notice shall be subnitted to the
Depart nent of Managenent Servi ces.

c. The governing body of any hospital district seeking
to partially withdraw fromthe system nust, before such
hearing, have an actuarial report prepared and certified by an
enrol |l ed actuary, as defined in s. 112.625(3), illustrating
the cost to the hospital district of providing, through the
retirenent plan that the hospital district is to adopt,
benefits for new enpl oyees conparable to those provided under
the Florida Retirenent System

d. Upon neeting all applicable requirenents of this
subpar agr aph, and subject to the conditions set forth in
subparagraph 6., partial withdrawal fromthe system and
adoption of the alternative retirement plan nmay be
acconpl i shed by resolution duly adopted by the hospita
district board. The hospital district board nust provide
written notice of such withdrawal to the division by mailing a
copy of the resolution to the division, postmarked no | ater
t han Decenber 15, 1995. The withdrawal shall take effect
January 1, 1996.

6
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1 6. Followi ng the adoption of a resol ution under

2 | sub-subparagraph 5.d., all enployees of the w thdraw ng

3| hospital district who were participants in the Florida

4| Retirenent Systemprior to January 1, 1996, shall renmin as

5] participants in the systemfor as long as they are enpl oyees

6| of the hospital district, and all rights, duties, and

7 | obligations between the hospital district, the system and the
8 | enpl oyees shall remain in full force and effect. Any enpl oyee
9| who is hired or appointed on or after January 1, 1996, nmay not
10 | participate in the Florida Retirenent System and the

11 | withdrawi ng hospital district shall have no obligation to the
12 | systemwi th respect to such enpl oyees.

13 (f)1. Whenever an enployer that participates in the

14 | Florida Retirenent System undertakes the transfer, merger, or
15| consolidation of governnental services or functions, the

16 | enpl oyer nust notify the departnent at |east 60 days prior to
17 | such action and shall provide docunentation as required by the
18 | depart nent.

19 2. \Wen the agency to which a nenber's enpl oying unit
20| is transferred or with which it is nerged or consolidated does
21| not participate in the Florida Retirenent System the nenber
22 | nust elect in witing toremain in the Florida Retirenent

23| Systemor to transfer to the local retirenent system operated
24 | by such agency. If such agency does not participate in a |loca
25| retirenent system the nenber shall continue nenbership in the
26 | Florida Retirenent System In either case, the nenbership

27 | shall continue for as long as the nmenber is enpl oyed by the

28 | agency to which his unit was transferred or with which it was
29 | nerged or consol i dat ed.

30 (4) | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED. - - The enpl oyer and enpl oyee
31| shall furnish the adm nistrator with such information as he or
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she may request for the proper enrollnent of officers and

enpl oyees in the system

Section 4. Subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection
(5), and paragraph (b) of subsection (7) of section 121. 0515,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

121. 0515 Special risk nenbership; criteria;
desi gnati on and renoval of classification; credits for past
service and prior service; retention of special risk norma
retirement date.--

(2) CRITERIA --A nenber, to be designhated as a speci al
risk menber, nust neet the following criteria:

(a) The nenber nust be enployed as a | aw enfor cenent
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395; however, sheriffs and el ected
police chiefs shall be excluded fromneeting the certification
requi rements of this paragraph. In addition, the nenber's
duties and responsibilities nust include the pursuit,
apprehension, and arrest of |law violators or suspected | aw
violators; or the nenber nust be an active nmenber of a bonb
di sposal unit whose prinmary responsibility is the |ocation
handl i ng, and di sposal of explosive devices; or the nenber
nmust be the supervisor or command officer of a nenber or
nmenbers who have such responsibilities; provided, however,
adm ni strative support personnel, including, but not limted
to, those whose primary duties and responsibilities are in
accounting, purchasing, |egal, and personnel, shall not be
i ncl uded;

(b) The nenber nust be enployed as a firefighter and
be certified, or required to be certified, in conpliance with
s. 633.35 and be enployed solely within the fire departnent of
t he enpl oyer or agency of state governnent. |In addition, the

8
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nmenber's duties and responsibilities nust include on-the-scene
fighting of fires or direct supervision of firefighting units,
or the nenber nust be the supervisor or command of ficer of a
nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities; provided,
however, admi nistrative support personnel, including, but not
limted to, those whose prinmary duties and responsibilities
are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and personnel, shall not
be i ncl uded;

(c) The nenber nust be enpl oyed as a correctiona
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395. |In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust be the custody, and
physi cal restraint when necessary, of prisoners or inmates
within a prison, jail, or other crimnal detention facility,
or while on work detail outside the facility, or while being
transported; or the nmenber nmust be the supervisor or conmmand
of ficer of a nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities;
provi ded, however, administrative support personnel
including, but not limted to, those whose prinmary duties and
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be included; however, correctiona

superintendents and assi stant superintendents, as defined by

rul e, shall participate in the Special Risk Cass; or

(d) The nenber nust be enployed by a |icensed Advance
Li fe Support (ALS) or Basic Life Support (BLS) enployer as an
energency nedi cal technician or a paranmedic and be certified
in conpliance with s. 401.27. In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust include on-the-scene
energency nedical care. However, admnistrative support
personnel, including, but not limted to, those whose primary

9
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responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be incl uded.

(5) CREDIT FOR PAST SERVI CE. -- A special risk nenber
may purchase retirenment credit in the Special R sk Cass based
upon past service, and may upgrade retirenent credit for such
past service, to the extent of 2 percent of the nenber's
average nonthly conpensation as specified in s. 121.091(1)(a)
for such service as follows:

(a) The nenber may purchase special risk credit for
past service with a city or special district that whieh has
elected to join the Florida Retirenent System or with a
partici pating agency to which a nenber's governnental unit was

transferred or with which it was nerged or consolidated as
provided in s. 121.081(1)(f),if the nenber was enployed with
the city or special district at the tine it comrenced

participating in the Florida Retirenent Systemor with the
governnental unit at the tine of its transfer to or nerger or

consolidation with the participating agency. The service nust

satisfy the criteria set forth in subsection (2) for special
risk menbership as a | aw enforcenent officer, firefighter, or
correctional officer; however, no certificate or wai ver of
certificate of conpliance with s. 943.1395 or s. 633. 35 shal
be required for such service.

(7) RETENTI ON OF SPECI AL RI SK NORMAL RETI REMENT
DATE. - -

(b) Upon application by a nenber, the provisions of
this subsection shall apply, with respect to such nenber
retroactively to Cctober 1, 1978, provided that the nenber was

renoved fromthe Special Ri sk Cass effective October 1, 1978,

due to a change in special risk criteria as a result of the

enactnent of chapter 78-308, Laws of Florida, or was
10
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1| reassigned or enployed for training or career devel opnent or
2|to fill a critical agency need.

3 Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 121.081, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 121. 081 Past service; prior service;

6 | contributions.--Conditions under which past service or prior
7 | service may be clained and credited are:

8 (2) Prior service, as defined in s. 121.021(19), nay
9| be clained as creditable service under the Florida Retirenment
10 | System after a nenber has been reenployed for 1 conplete year
11| of creditable service within a period of 12 consecutive

12 | nonths, except as provided in paragraph (c). Service perforned
13| as a participant of the optional retirenent programfor the
14| State University Systemunder s. 121.35 or the Senior

15 | Managenent Service Optional Annuity Program under s. 121.055
16 | may be used to satisfy the reenploynent requirement of 1

17 | conpl ete year of creditable service. The nenber shall not be
18 | pernmitted to make any contributions for prior service unti

19 | after conpletion of the 1 year of creditable service. If a

20 | nenber does not wish to claimcredit for all of his or her

21 | prior service, the service the nenber clains nust be the nost
22 | recent period of service.The required contributions for

23| claimng the various types of prior service are:

24 (a) For prior service perforned prior to the date the
25 | system becones noncontri butory for the nenber and for which
26 | the nmenber had credit under one of the existing retirenent

27 | systens and received a refund of contributions upon

28 | term nation of enploynent, the nenber shall contribute 4

29 | percent of all salary received during the period being

30| clained, plus 4 percent interest conpounded annually from date
31| of refund until July 1, 1975, and 6.5 percent interest

11
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conpounded annually thereafter, until full paynent is nmade to
the Retirenent Trust Fund, and shall receive credit in the

Regul ar O ass. A nenber who elected to transfer to the Florida

Retirenent System from an existing systemnay receive credit
for prior service under the existing systemif he or she was
eligible under the existing systemto claimthe prior service
at the tine of the transfer. Contributions for such prior
service shall be deternined by the applicable provisions of

t he system under which the prior service is clainmed and shal
be paid by the nenber, with matching contributions paid by the
enpl oyer at the tine the service was perforned. Effective July
1, 1978, the account of a person who term nated under s.
238.05(3) may not be charged interest for contributions that
remai ned on deposit in the Annuity Savings Trust Fund
establ i shed under chapter 238, upon retirenent under this
chapter or chapter 238.

(b) For prior service perforned prior to the date the
syst em becones noncontributory for the nenber and for which
the nmenber had credit under the Florida Retirenment System and
received a refund of contributions upon termnation of
enpl oynent, the nenber shall contribute at the rate that was
required of himor her during the period of service being
clainmed, on all salary received during such period, plus 4
percent interest conpounded annually fromdate of refund unti
July 1, 1975, and 6.5 percent interest conpounded annually
thereafter, until the full paynent is nade to the Retirenent
Trust Fund, and shall receive credit in the nenbership class

in which the nenber participated during the period clai ned.
(c) For prior service as defined in s. 121.021(19)(b)
and (c) during which no contributions were nade because the

nmenber did not participate in a retirenent system the nenber
12
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shall contribute 14.38 percent of all salary received during
such period or 14.38 percent of $100 per nonth during such
period, whichever is greater, plus 4 percent interest
conpounded annually fromthe first year of service clained
until July 1, 1975, and 6.5 percent interest conpounded
annual ly thereafter, until full paynent is nade to the
Retirenment Trust Fund, and shall receive credit in the Regul ar

d ass.
(d) In order to claimcredit for prior service as
defined in s. 121.021(19)(d) for which no retirenent
contributions were paid during the period of such service, the
nmenber shall contribute the total enployee and enpl oyer
contributions which were required to be made to the Hi ghway
Patrol Pension Trust Fund, as provided in chapter 321, during
the period clained, plus 4 percent interest conpounded
annually fromthe first year of service until July 1, 1975,
and 6.5 percent interest conpounded annually thereafter, unti
full paynment is nmade to the Retirenent Trust Fund. However,
any governmental entity that whieh enpl oyed such nenber may
elect to pay up to 50 percent of the contributions and
interest required to purchase this prior service credit. The
service shall be credited in accordance with the provisions of

the Hi ghway Patrol Pension Plan in effect during the period

cl ai red unl ess the nenber term nated and w thdrew his or her

retirenment contributions and was thereafter enrolled in the

State and County Oficers and Enpl oyees' Retirenent System or

the Florida Retirenment System in which case the service shal

be credited as Regul ar C ass service.

(e) For service perforned under the Florida Retirenment

System after Decenber 1, 1970, that was never reported to the

di vision or the departnent due to error, retirenent credit may
13
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1| be clained by a nenber of the Florida Retirement System The
2 | departnent shall adopt rules establishing criteria for
3| claimng such credit and detailing the docunentation required
4| to substantiate the error.
5 (f) The enployer may not be required to nake
6| contributions for prior service credit for any nenber, except
7 | that the enployer shall pay the enployer portion of
8| contributions for any legislator who elects to withdraw from
9| the Florida Retirenent Systemand | ater rejoins the system and
10 | pays any enpl oyee contributions required in accordance with s.
11| 121.052(3)(d).
12 Section 6. Section 121.085, Florida Statutes, is
13 | created to read:
14 121.085 Creditable service.--The foll owi ng provisions
15| apply to creditable service as defined in s. 121.021(17):
16 (1) The departnent shall adopt rules establishing
17 | procedures for the subm ssion of evidence or infornation
18 | necessary to establish a nenber's claimof creditable service.
19 (2) No creditable service that renmai ned uncl ai ned at
20| retirenent may be clained or purchased after a retirenent
21| benefit paynment has been cashed or deposited.
22 Section 7. Subsection (5) of section 121.091, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended, paragraph (c) is added to subsection
24| (8), and paragraphs (e) and (f) are added to subsection (14)
25| of that section, to read:
26 121. 091 Benefits payabl e under the system--Benefits
27 | may not be paid under this section unless the nenber has
28 | term nated enploynent as provided in s. 121.021(39)(a) or
29 | begun participation in the Deferred Retirement Option Program
30| as provided in subsection (13), and a proper application has
31| been filed in the nanner prescribed by the departnent. The

14
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departnment may cancel an application for retirenent benefits
when the nenber or beneficiary fails to tinely provide the
i nformati on and docunents required by this chapter and the
departnment's rules. The departnent shall adopt rul es
establ i shing procedures for application for retirenent
benefits and for the cancellation of such application when the
required information or docunents are not received.

(5) TERM NATI ON BENEFI TS. - - A nenber whose enpl oynent
is terninated before retirenent retains nenbership rights to

previ ously earned nenber-noncontributory service credit, and

to nenber-contributory service credit if the nenber |eaves the

nenber contributions on deposit in his or her retirenent

account. |If a term nated nenber receives a refund of nenber

contributions, such nenber nmay reinstate nenbership rights to

the previously earned service credit represented by the refund

by conpleting 1 year of creditable service and repaying the

refunded nenber contributions, plus interest.

(a) A nmenber whose enploynent is ternminated for any
reason ot her than death or retirenent prior to becom ng vested
is entitled to the return of his or her accumul at ed
contributions as of the date of termination

(b) A nmenber whose enploynent is ternminated for any
reason ot her than death or retirenent after becom ng vested
may elect to receive a deferred nonthly benefit which shal
begin to accrue on the first day of the nonth of normal or
early retirenent and shall be payable on the | ast day of that
nmont h and each nonth thereafter during his or her lifetine.
The anount of nonthly benefit shall be conputed in the sane
manner as for a normal retirenment benefit in accordance with
subsection (1) or early retirenent benefit in accordance with
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s. 121.021(30), but based on average nonthly conpensation and
creditabl e service as of the date of termination

(c) Inlieu of the deferred nonthly benefit provided
i n paragraph (b), the ternmi nated nenber nmay elect to receive a
| unp-sum anount equal to his or her accunul ated contri butions
as of the date of term nation.

(d) If any retired nenber dies w thout having received
in benefit paynents an anount equal to his or her accunul at ed
contributions, there shall be payable to his or her designated
beneficiary an anpbunt equal to the excess, if any, of the
nmenber's accunul ated contributions over the total nonthly
payrments nmade to the nmenber prior to the date of death.

(e) A nmenber shall be deened a terninated nenber when
term nation of enpl oynent has occurred as provided in s.
121.021(39).

(f) Any nenber who has been found guilty by a verdict
of ajury, or by the court trying the case without a jury, of
commtting, aiding, or abetting any enbezzl enent or theft from
his or her enployer, bribery in connection with the
enpl oynent, or other felony specified in chapter 838, except
ss. 838.15 and 838.16, committed prior to retirenent, or who
has entered a plea of guilty or of nolo contendere to such
crinme, or any nenber whose enploynent is termnated by reason
of the nenber's adnitted commi tnent, aiding, or abetting of an
enbezzl enment or theft fromhis or her enployer, bribery, or
other felony specified in chapter 838, except ss. 838.15 and
838. 16, shall forfeit all rights and benefits under this
chapter, except the return of his or her accunul at ed
contributions as of the date of termination

(g) Any elected official who is convicted by the
Senate of an inpeachable offense shall forfeit all rights and
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1| benefits under this chapter, except the return of his or her

2 | accunul ated contributions as of the date of the conviction

3 (h) Any nenber who, prior to retirenent, is adjudged

4| by a court of conpetent jurisdiction to have viol ated any

5| state | aw agai nst strikes by public enployees, or who has been
6| found guilty by such court of violating any state | aw

7| prohibiting strikes by public enployees, shall forfeit al

8| rights and benefits under this chapter, except the return of

9| his or her accumul ated contributions as of the date of the

10 | convi cti on.

11 (i) Any beneficiary who by a verdict of a jury or by
12 | the court trying the case without a jury is found guilty, or
13 | who has entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, of

14 | unlawfully and intentionally killing or procuring the death of
15| the nenber forfeits all rights to the deceased nenber's

16 | benefits under this chapter, and the benefits will be paid as
17 | if such beneficiary had predeceased the decedent.

18 (j) Benefits may not be paid by the division pending

19 | final resolution of sueh charges agai nst a nenber or the
20 | beneficiary if the resolution of such charges could require
21| the forfeiture of benefits as provided in paragraph (f),
22 | paragraph (g), paragraph (h), or paragraph (i).
23 (8) DESI GNATI ON OF BENEFI Cl ARI ES. - -
24 (c) Notwithstanding the nenber's designation of
25| benefits to be paid through a trust to a beneficiary that is a
26 | natural person as provided in s. 121.021(46), and
27 | notwi thstanding the provisions of the trust, benefits shall be
28 | paid directly to the bheneficiary if such person in no | onger a
29 | minor or incapacitated as defined in s. 744.102(10) and (11).
30
31
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1 (14) PAYMENT OF BENEFI TS.--This subsection applies to
2 | the paynent of benefits to a payee (retiree or beneficiary)

3| under the Florida Retirenent System

4 (e) A benefit may not be reduced for the purpose of

5| preserving a nenber's eligibility for a federal program

6 (f) The division shall adopt rules establishing

7 | procedures for determining that the persons to whom benefits
8| are being paid are still living. The division shall suspend

9| the benefits being paid to any payee when it is unable to

10 | contact such payee and to confirmthat he or she is stil

11 ) living.

12 Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 121.121, Florida
13| Statutes, is anended to read:

14 121.121 Authorized | eaves of absence.--

15 (1) A nenber may purchase creditable service for up to
16 | 2 work years of authorized | eaves of absence, including any
17 | | eaves of absence under the Fanmily Medical Leave Act,if:

18 (a) The nenber has conpleted a mni nrumof 10 years of
19 | creditabl e service, excluding periods for which a | eave of
20 | absence was aut hori zed;
21 (b) The leave of absence is authorized in witing by
22 | the enpl oyer of the nenber and approved by the adm ni strator
23 (c) The nenber returns to active enploynent performng
24 | service with a Florida Retirenent System enployer in a
25| regularly established position i mediately upon term nation of
26 | the | eave of absence and remmi ns on the enployer's payroll for
27 | 1 cal endar nmonth, except that a nenber who retires on
28 | disability while on a nedical |eave of absence shall not be
29 | required to return to enploynent. A nenber whose work year is
30| less than 12 nonths and whose | eave of absence termninates
31| between school years is eligible to receive credit for the
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1| |l eave of absence as long as he or she returns to the

2 | enpl oynent of his or her enpl oyer at the begi nning of the next
3 | school year and renmmins on the enployer's payroll for 1

4 | cal endar nonth; and

5 (d) The nenber nakes the required contributions for

6| service credit during the | eave of absence, which shall be 8
7 | percent until January 1, 1975, and 9 percent thereafter of his
8| or her rate of nonthly conpensation in effect i mediately

9| prior to the conmencenent of such |eave for each nonth of such
10 | period, plus 4 percent interest until July 1, 1975, and 6.5
11 | percent interest thereafter on such contributions, conpounded
12 | annual |y each June 30 fromthe due date of the contribution to
13 | date of paynent. Effective July 1, 1980, any |eave of absence
14 | purchased pursuant to this section shall be at the

15| contribution rates specified in s. 121.071 in effect at the
16 | tine the leave is granted for the class of nmenbership from

17 | which the | eave of absence was granted; however, any nenber

18 | who purchased | eave-of -absence credit prior to July 1, 1980,
19| for a | eave of absence froma position in a class other than
20 | the regul ar nenbership class, may pay the appropriate
21 | additional contributions plus conmpound interest thereon and
22 | receive creditable service for such | eave of absence in the
23 | nenbership class fromwhich the nenber was granted the | eave
24 | of absence.
25 Section 9. Subsections (2) and (6) of section 287.16
26| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
27 287.16 Powers and duties of departnent.--The
28 | Departnent of Managenent Services shall have the foll ow ng
29 | powers, duties, and responsibilities:
30 (2) To establish and operate central facilities for
31| the acquisition, disposal, operation, maintenance, repair,
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storage, supervision, control, and regulation of al
state-owned or state-leased aircraft, watercraft, and notor

vehicles and to operate any state facilities for those
purposes. Acquisition may be by purchase, |ease, loan, or in
any other |egal nmanner.

(6) To adopt and enforce rules and regul ations for the
efficient and safe use, operation, mmintenance, repair,
di sposal , and repl acenent of all state-owned or state-|eased
aircraft, watercraft,and notor vehicles and to require the

pl acement of appropriate stickers, decals, or other narkings
upon t hem the—ai+reraft—androtor—vehietes—ofthe—state. The
departnment may del egate to the respective heads of the
agencies to which aircraft, watercraft,and notor vehicles are

assigned the duty of enforcing the rules and regul ations
adopt ed by the departnent.

Section 10. It is the intent of the Legislature that
t he anendnents of sections 112.362, 121.021, 121.051
121.0515, 121.081, 121.091, 121.121, and 287.16, Florida
Statutes, nmade by this act are suppl enental to other

anendnents to those sections which nay be enacted at the 2000

Regul ar Session of the Legislature, unless a contrary intent

is specifically indicated in this act or in such other

anendnent s.
Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses varied provisions of law relating to duties and
functions of the Departnent of Managenent services.

Provi des powers and rights of nmenbers of the Florida
Retirenment System and persons whose enpl oyer ] ]

di sassociates fromthat system Provides for continuation
of nmenbership and for credit for past. service, Defines
terns for purposes of the system Revises duties of the
department with respect to State aircraft, watercraft,
and notor vehicles. (See bill for details.)
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