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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to conputer access; creating a

3 comuni ty conputer-access grant program to be

4 known as the Community Hi gh-Technol ogy

5 | nvest nent Partnership, or CH P, program

6 providing legislative intent; providing

7 pur poses of the program providing for grants

8 to be awarded to eligible neighborhood

9 facilities; providing for the Division of

10 Li braries and Information Services of the

11 Departnent of State to administer the grant

12 program providing requirenents for grant

13 applications; prescribing the nmaxi num anount of

14 a grant; requiring a grant agreenent between

15 the division and the recipient facility;

16 providing for establishing nininum

17 speci fications of conputers purchased under the

18 program providing for an evaluation and a

19 report; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Conmmunity conputer access grant program --
24 (1) The Legislature finds that there is a grow ng
25 |"digital divide" in the state, manifested in the fact that
26 | many youths fromdi stressed urban comunities do not possess
27 | the degree and ease of access to conputers and i nfornmation
28 | technol ogi es which youths in other conmunities in the state
29 | possess. This disparity in access to rapidly changing and
30| commercially significant technol ogi es has a negative i npact on
31| the educational, workforce devel opment, and enpl oynent
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conpetitiveness of these needy youths and, thereby, inpedes

t he econoni c devel opnent of the distressed urban conmmunities

in which these youths reside. Although nany public libraries

of fer users access to conputers and increasingly are naking

library materials available to the public through electronic

neans, many youths fromdi stressed urban communities do not

live near a library that has such technol ogy and do not have

conputers to access Internet-based virtual |ibraries.

Nei ghbor hood organi zati ons, such as churches, are nore likely,

however, to be located in closer proxinmity to the hones of

t hese youths than are educational institutions or libraries,

and these youths are nore likely to gain the desirable

conputer access at church-rel ated or other nei ghborhood

facilities than at other institutions. The Legislature

therefore finds that a public purpose is served in enhancing

the ability of youths fromthese communities to have access to

conputers and the Internet within the nei ghborhoods in which

t hey reside.

(2) Subject to legislative appropriation, the Division

of Library and Infornation Services of the Departnent of

State, in consultation with the State Technol ogy Ofice and

the state's Chief Information O ficer, shall establish a

Communi ty H gh-Technol ogy | nvestnent Partnership (CH P)

programto assist distressed urban conmunities in securing

conputers for access by youths between the ages of 5 years and

18 years who reside in these conmunities.

(3)(a) Under this program neighborhood faciliti es,

t hrough their governing bodies, nay apply to the division for

grants to purchase conputers that will be available for use by

eligible youths who reside in the inmrediate vicinity of the

nei ghborhood facility. For purposes of this program eligible
2
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nei ghborhood facilities include, but are not limted to,

facilities operated by:

1. Units of local governnent, including schoo

districts;
2. Not-for-profit, faith-based organi zations,

i ncl udi ng nei ghbor hood churches;

3. Not-for-profit civic associations or honeowners

associ ati ons; and

4. Not-for-profit organi zations the nissions of which

i nclude inproving conditions for residents of distressed urban

conmuni ti es.
(b) Notwithstanding the eligibility of the
organi zations identified in paragraph (a), the division shal

give priority consideration for funding under this programto

applications subnitted by nei ghborhood churches or by

nei ghbor hood- based not-for-profit organi zati ons that have as a

principal part of their mssions inproving conditions for

residents of the sane nei ghborhoods in which the organizations

are |l ocated. The division also shall give priority

consideration to organi zati ons that can denonstrate that they

have not been awarded comrunity enhancenent or simlar

community support grants fromstate or |ocal governnent on a

regular basis in the past. The division shall devel op wei ghted

criteria to be used in evaluating applications from such

churches or organi zations.

(4) The division shall devel op guidel i nes governing

the administration of this programand shall establish

criteria to be used in evaluating an application for funding.

At a mninmum the division nust find that:

(a) The neighborhood that is to be served by the grant

suffers from general econonic distress;
3
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(b) Eligible youths who reside in the vicinity of the

nei ghborhood facility have difficulty obtai ning access to a

library or schools that have sufficient conputers; and

(c) The neighborhood facility has devel oped a detail ed

pl an, as required under subsection (5), for

1. Providing youths who reside in the vicinity of the

facility with access to any conputer purchased with grant

funds, including evening and weekend access when libraries and

school s are cl osed; and

2. Pronoting the naxi num participati on of nei ghborhood

youths in use of any conputers purchased with grant funds.

(5) As part of an application for funding, the

nei ghborhood facility nust submit a plan that denopnstrates:

(a) The manner in which eligible youths who reside in

the inmediate vicinity of the facility will be provided with

access to any conputer purchased with grant funds, including

access during hours when libraries and schools are cl osed;

(b) The existence of safeguards to ensure that any

conputer purchased with grant funds is reserved for the

educati onal use of eligible youths who reside in the i medi ate

vicinity of the facility and is not used to support the

busi ness operations of the nei ghborhood facility or its

gover ni ng body; and

(c) The existence, in the neighborhood facility, of

tel ecommuni cations infrastructure necessary to guarantee

access to the Internet through any conputer purchased with

grant funds.

(6) The maxi num anpbunt of a grant which nmay be awarded

to any single neighborhood facility under this programis

$2, 500.
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(7) Before the division nmay allocate funds for a grant

under this program the division and the eligible neighborhood

facility nust execute a grant agreenent that governs the terns

and conditions of the grant.

(8) The division, based upon guidance fromthe State

Technol ogy Ofice and the state's Chief Information Oficer,

shal | establish nininumrequirenents governing the

speci fications and capabilities of any conputers purchased

wi th funds awarded under this grant program
(9) Before the 2002 Regul ar Session of the
Legi sl ature, the division shall evaluate the outcones of this

program and report the results of the evaluation to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. At a mininum the eval uation nust

assess the extent to which the program has i nproved access to

conputers for youths who reside in distressed urban

communities. As part of this report, the division shal

identify any inpedinents to the effective inplenentation and

utilization of the program and shall nmmke recomrendati ons on

net hods to elimnate any such inpedinents. In addition, the

di vi sion shall make recommendati ons as to whether it would be

sound public policy to continue the program whether the

program shoul d be expanded to address additional target

popul ations, including, but not linmted to, youths in

di stressed rural conmmnities and adults in distressed urban or

rural conmunities; and whether the |ist of nei ghborhood

facilities eligible to participate in the program should be

revised or whether priority consideration for funding should

be revised to enphasize a particular type of nei ghborhood

facility. The report required under this subsection shall be
subm tted by January 1, 2002.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

2
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4 SENATE SUMVARY

5 Creates the Community Hi gh-Technol ogy | nvest nent
Partnershlp (CH P Erogran1 which iS"to be adm nistered

6 K Division o |brar¥ and I nformation Services of
t he partnent of State rovides legislative intent.

7 PrOV|des that the purpose of the programis to provide
computer access to individuals who Iive in distressed

8 urban and rural comunities and who neither own conputers
nor can readily reach a library that provides conputer

9 access. Provides for grants to be awarded to eligible
nei ghborhood faciliti&s so that they nay ﬂurchase

10 conputers and nmke them avail abl e to nei ghbor hood
residents. PrOV|de requirements for ?rant a88I|cat|ons

11 Limts the nmaxi mum anount of a grant $2,5 Requi res
that a grant agreenent be execufed between the division

12 and therecipiéent facility. Provides for the division to
establ i sh m ni mum speci fications of conputers purchased

13 under the program Requires the division to conduct an
eval uation of 'the programand to submt a report to the

14 vaggggr and to the chief legislative offlcers by January
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