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Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 270

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senat or Sebesta

313-666- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to elections; anending s.
101. 657, F.S.; providing an alternative
procedure for voting by absentee ballot;
anending s. 102.012, F.S.; elimnating a
requi rement that election boards be conposed of
three inspectors and a clerk; elimnating the
requi renment that pollworkers be trained at
formal classes; anending s. 102.021, F.S., to
conform amending s. 102.031, F. S.; providing
for a deputy sheriff to be present at each
polling place; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 101.657, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101. 657 Voting absentee ballots in person.--

(1) Notwi thstanding s. 97.021(1), any qualified and

regi stered elector who is unable to attend the polls on
el ection day may pick up and vote an absentee ballot in person
at the office of, and under the supervision of, the supervisor
of elections. Before receiving the ballot, the el ector nust
present a Florida driver's license, a Florida identification
card issued under s. 322.051, or another formof picture
identification approved by the Departnent of State. |If the
elector fails to furnish the required identification, or if
the supervisor is in doubt as to the identity of the elector
t he supervisor nust follow the procedure prescribed in s.
101. 49.
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(2) As an alternative to the provisions of ss. 101. 64,

101. 647, and 101.65, the supervisor of elections may all ow an

elector to cast an absentee ballot in the main or branch

of fice of the supervisor by depositing the voted ballot in a

voting device used by the supervisor to collect or tabul ate

ballots. The results or tabul ation nay not be nade before the

cl ose of the polls on election day.

(3) The elector nust provide picture identification

and nust conplete an In-Ofice Voter Certificate in

substantially the follow ng form
I N- OFFI CE VOTER CERTI FI CATE
I, ...., ama qualified and regi stered voter of .... County,

Florida. | do solemly swear or affirmthat | amthe person so

listed on the voter registration rolls of .... County and that

| reside at the listed address. | understand that if | commt

or attenpt to conmit fraud in connection with voting, vote a

fraudul ent ballot, or vote nore than once in an el ection

could be convicted of a felony of the third degree and both

fined up to $5,000 and inprisoned for up to 5 years.

understand that ny failure to sign this certificate and have

nmy signature witnessed invalidates ny ballot. | amentitled to

vote an absentee ball ot because | am unable to attend the

polls on el ection day.

.(Voter's Signhature)...

. (Address)....

.(CGty/State)....
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1| ...(Nanme of Wtness)....

2

3)...(Signature of Wtness)....

4

5)...(Type of identification provided)....

6

7 (4) Any elector may chall enge an el ector seeking to

8 | cast an absentee ball ot under the provisions of s. 101.111

9| Any chall enged ball ot nust be placed in a regul ar absentee

10 | ball ot envel ope. The canvassi ng board shall review the ball ot
11| and decide the validity of the ballot by majority vote.

12 (5) The canvass of returns for ballots cast under this
13 | section shall be substantially the sane as votes cast by

14 | electors in precincts, as provided in s. 101.5614.

15 Section 2. Subsections (1) and (8) of section 102.012
16 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 102. 012 Inspectors and clerks to conduct el ections.--
18 (1) The supervisor of elections of each county, at

19 | l east 20 days prior to the holding of any el ection, shal

20 | appoint two el ection boards for each precinct in the county;
21 | however, the supervisor of elections may, in any election

22 | appoi nt one election board if the supervisor has reason to

23| believe that only one is necessary. Each—etectionboard—shatt
24 | be—conposed—of—three—inspectors—antd—a—~cterk— The cl erk shal
25| be in charge of, and responsible for, seeing that the el ection
26 | board carries out its duties and responsibilities. Each

27 | i nspector and each clerk shall take and subscribe to an oath
28 | or affirmation, which shall be witten or printed, to the

29 | effect that he or she will performthe duties of inspector or
30| clerk of election, respectively, according to law and w ||

31| endeavor to prevent all fraud, deceit, or abuse in conducting
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the election. The oath may be taken before an officer

aut hori zed to adnini ster oaths or before any of the persons
who are to act as inspectors, one of themto swear the others,
and one of the others sworn thus, in turn, to adm ni ster the
oath to the one who has not been sworn. The oaths shall be
returned with the poll list and the returns of the election to
the supervisor. In all questions that nay arise before the
nmenbers of an el ection board, the decision of a nmpgjority of
them shal |l decide the question. The supervisor of elections
of each county shall be responsible for the attendance and
diligent performance of his or her duties by each clerk and

i nspector.

(8) The supervisor of elections shall conduct training
etasses for inspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs prior to
each first primary, general, and special election for the
pur pose of instructing such persons in their duties and
responsibilities as election officials. A certificate may be
i ssued by the supervisor of elections to each person
conpl eting such training. No person shall serve as an
i nspector, clerk, or deputy sheriff for an el ection unless
such person has conpleted the training etass as required. A
person who has attended previous training etasses conducted
within 2 years of the election may be appointed by the

supervisor to fill a vacancy on election day. |f no person
with prior training is available to fill such vacancy, the
supervi sor of elections may fill such vacancy in accordance

with the provisions of subsection (9) from anbng persons who
have not received the training required by this section

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 102.021, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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102. 021 Conpensation of inspectors, clerks, and deputy
sheriffs.--

(2) Inspectors and clerks of election and deputy
sheriffs serving at the precincts may recei ve conpensati on and
travel expenses, as provided in s. 112.061, for attending the
poll worker training etasses required by s. 102.012(8).

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 102.031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

102. 031 Maintenance of good order at polls;
authorities; persons allowed in polling roons; unlawful
solicitation of voters.--

(2) The sheriff shall deputize a deputy sheriff for
each polling place preernet who shall be present during the
time the polls are open and until the election is conpleted,

who shall be subject to all |awful comands of the clerk or
i nspectors, and who shall maintain good order. The deputy nay
summon assi stance from anong bystanders to aid himor her when
necessary to nmmi ntain peace and order at the polls.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEES§U§§8ITUTE FOR

Conmmittee Substitute for Senate Bill 270 renpves the provision
in the bill reqU|r|nﬂ the last four digits of a voter s social
security nunber on the Voter Certificate. The comittee
substitute al so renobves the requirenent that supervisors of.

el ections hold formal training classes for poll workers. This
will allownpre flexibility in the manner in which pol

wor kers receive training.
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