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Florida Senate - 2000 (NP) SR 2782
By Senators Cary, Kirkpatrick, Lee, Celler, Casas, Scott,

er, Laurent, rlton, Dawson, Forman, Brown-\Waite, Bronson
tchell, Grant, Kurth, Sullivan, Saunders, Ki ng and Hor ne

7-2043A- 00
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resol ution honoring Senator W D. Childers

WHEREAS, Senator Won Dale Childers was born in
Ckal oosa County, graduated from hi gh school in Bay County and
fromFlorida State University, and now resides in Escanbia

County, and
WHEREAS, with his wife, Ruth, he raised four daughters,
Gai |, Jeanna, Karen, and Marvel; and they have been a famly

bel oved by and involved in the conmunity, and

VWHEREAS, Senator Childers was elected to the Florida
Senate in Novenber 1970 and has denopnstrated the ability to be
re-el ected subsequently with a greater najority, and

VHEREAS, he served as Chairman of the Senate Natural
Resour ces and Conservation Conmittee during the
environnental ly oriented period of 1972 to 1974 and becane an
expert in the natural resources of the State of Florida, our
nost val uabl e heritage, and

VWHEREAS, Senator Chil ders has reconstituted his
environnental effort on behalf of his constituents of
Nort hwest Florida, turning over a new |l eaf and beconi ng an
environnental i st, and

VWHEREAS, he served as Chairman of the Senate Commerce
Conmittee from 1974 to 1977 and now serves as Chairman of the
Appropri ations Subcommittee on General Governnent, and

WHEREAS, he has denonstrated a keen grasp of the fisca
affairs of state governnent and an ability to balance fairly
the priorities of the nunmerous needs and denands for
gover nment services, and
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VWHEREAS, he served as Chairman of the Senate Rul es and
Cal endar Committee and proved outstanding in his even-handed
and fair consideration of all nenbers' |egislation, and

VWHEREAS, Senator Chil ders was el ected and served as
Presi dent of the Senate from 1980-1982, and

WHEREAS, he has been recogni zed by his Senate
col | eagues as Most Qutstanding in Debate for his ability to
rel ate conplex issues to average nen and wonen in their
everyday lives, and

WHEREAS, he has passed his skills along to his
grandson, Bradley Springer, as denonstrated early this
| egi sl ative session, and

WHEREAS, he is the | ongest-serving nenber and the Dean
of the Florida Senate, respected for his wi sdom whose
gui dance and expertise are often sought in solving state
problens to benefit his constituents and all of Florida, and

WHEREAS, Senator Childers' colorful use of the English
| anguage is eclipsed only by his often-colorful attire, and

WHEREAS, Senator Childers is the only known person
outside the jungle who is able to westle a wooly booger to
the ground with one hand tied behind his back, and

VHEREAS, in 1993 Senator Childers net with Governor
Lawton Chiles, and the two nen developed a plan for the State
of Florida to recover the nbneys the state had expended as a
result of the illnesses caused by tobacco, and

WHEREAS, during the 1994 | egislative session, Senator
Chil ders took the lead to unani nously pass the anmendnent in
the Senate to establish the Florida 3rd Party Medicaid
Recovery Act, which allowed Florida to successfully bring the
t obacco conpanies to task, and

2

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W W NRNNNMNNNMNNNRRRRRRR PR B R
P O © 0 ~N O UO0BN WNIEREPRO O ONOD O M WN R O

da Senate - 2000 (NP) SR 2782
3A- 00

VWHEREAS, as a result of Senator Childers' efforts in
association with Governor Chiles, this | egislation has been
called the nost significant |egislative act ever passed in
regard to health care in the United States, and

VWHEREAS, Governor Chiles stated that this was the nost
significant event in his political career and will result in
the State of Florida recovering 13 billion dollars and saving
100,000 |ives a year, and

VWHEREAS, the | oss of Senator WD. Childers will create
a void in the Florida Senate, where his sage advice and
counsel will be sorely missed, and the nenbers of the Senate
earnestly believe that the needs of Florida and his
constituents would best be served by his continued service in
the Capitol, where he has expertise, seniority, and the
confi dence of the nenbers of the legislative, executive, and
judicial branches of state governnent, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That, through the Lawton & Rhea Chiles Center for
Heal thy Mot hers & Babies and the University of South Florida,
the Legislature intends to endow a Di stingui shed
Chair/Professorship in Maternal and Child Heal th: Tobacco,
Al cohol, and Drug Abuse Prevention in the nane of Senator WD
Chi | ders.
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