SB 292 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; creating s.
3 231.315, F.S.; providing for the establishnment
4 of nodel peer assistance and revi ew prograns;
5 providing for m ni num standards; providing for
6 techni cal assistance and all ocations; requiring
7 a report to the Governor, the President of the
8 Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
9 Representatives; creating s. 231.6015, F.S.
10 aut hori zing a mat hematics and sci ence teacher
11 educati on program requiring denonstration of
12 certain uses of funds; providing a program
13 pur pose, required conponents, and resource
14 al l ocation; requiring the Technol ogi ca
15 Research and Devel opnent Authority to serve as
16 the fiscal agent for the program requiring
17 col | aborative planning and inpl enentation
18 aut hori zing incentives and certification
19 creating s. 240.149, F.S.; creating a
20 nongover nnent al organi zation to plan and
21 i mpl erent a program for mathenmatics and sci ence
22 teacher education; requiring a board of
23 directors, a chief executive officer, other
24 staff, and an advi sory council; providing for
25 nmenbership, terns of office, and an
26 appoi nt nents process; providing responsibility
27 and authority to conduct certain activities;
28 requiring a budget request; anending s.
29 229.592, F.S.; requiring a report; anending s.
30 231.600, F.S.; requiring certain additions to
31 prof essi onal devel opnent prograns; anendi ng s.
1
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1 236. 08106, F.S.; authorizing a salary bonus for
2 teachers who conplete certain training
3 prograns; anending s. 236.685, F.S.; requiring
4 a report to include certain information
5 creating s. 239.515, F.S.; establishing the
6 Col | ege Fast Start Program providing
7 | egislative intent; defining terms; providing
8 procedures for application to participate in
9 the program providing guidelines for program
10 approval ; providing requirenents for approved
11 prograns; requiring an advisory council to
12 revi ew proposal s and reconmend an order of
13 priority for funding; providing nenbership of
14 t he advisory council; providing for funding of
15 t he program providi ng et hodol ogy for
16 conpetitive funding of approved prograns;
17 providing requirenents for the continuation of
18 funding for progranms; requiring an interim
19 report to the Florida Governor's Alliance for
20 the Enpl oynent of Disabled Citizens; requiring
21 an annual end-of-the-year report to the
22 alliance; requiring the alliance and the
23 Post secondary Education Pl anni ng Comni ssion to
24 devel op specifications and procedures for the
25 transni ssion of such data; requiring the
26 alliance to report to the Governor, the
27 Legi sl ature, and the Conmi ssioner of Education
28 annually on the effectiveness of the program
29 reenacting the Technol ogi cal Research and
30 Devel opnent Authority; establishing the
31 purposes of the authority; setting a conmi ssion
2
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1 to govern the authority; prescribing the duties
2 and responsibilities of the conm ssion and
3 terns of office; providing a procedure for the
4 appoi nt nent of the commi ssion; providing
5 severability; providing for student
6 participation in the statew de assessnent
7 program providing criteria for enroll nent
8 policies; providing legislative intent;
9 providing for the creation of baccal aureate and
10 master's degree oriented universities;
11 di recting the Postsecondary Education Pl anning
12 Conmi ssion to devel op an operational plan
13 providing for the m ssion and governance of the
14 new uni versities; providing for adm ssion
15 standards and student fees; providing an
16 appropriation; anending s. 229.05371, F.S.
17 converting a pilot programfor schol arships for
18 students with disabilities to statew de
19 application; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 231.315, Florida Statutes, is
24 | created to read:
25 231.315 Peer assistance and review.--
26 (1) The Legislature, the education community, and the
27 | public expect high standards of professional practice from
28 | school administrators and instructional staff. To pronote high
29 | professional standards, admi nistrators and instructional staff
30 | nust devel op a system of shared accountability. Peer
31| assistance and review is a process in which highly skilled
3
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i nstructional personnel serve in a consulting role with their

peers to inprove the quality of classroominstruction. Peer

assi stance and review all ows adm ni strators and i nstructi ona

personnel to share the responsibility of nentoring, training,

assi sting, and review ng the professional standards and

practices of instructional personnel

(2) Peer assistance and revi ew prograns nust neet the

foll owi ng m ni num st andar ds:

(a) Program provisions nmust be devel oped through the

col |l ective bargaini ng agreenent between the teachers

associ ation and the school district.

(b) A joint instructional personnel and schoo

di strict governing body nust be created with responsibility to

review recommendati ons of the consulting peer instructiona

per sonnel
(c) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust be

recogni zed by their peers as highly skilled practitioners and

nmust be sel ected by their peers.

(d) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust be

properly conpensated and trained.

(e) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust

provi de assistance and review for instructional personnel wth

the sane area of expertise as the consulting peer

i nstructional personnel nenber

(f) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust not

be considered adm ni strative personnel and nust retain status

within the enpl oyees' collective bargaining unit.
(3) For fiscal years 2001-2002 and 2002-2003, up to
si x school districts may be selected to establish nodel peer

assi stance and review prograns. At | east one district sel ected

nmust have | ess than 6,000 students, and at | east one district

4
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sel ect ed nust have nore than 100, 000 students. Districts that

intend to apply for selection nmust subnit an application to

t he Departnent of Education by March 1, 2001, which incl udes
t he agreenent between the teachers' association and the schoo
district. By Cctober 1, 2001, the departnent shall select the
participating districts based on the quality of their

applicati ons.

(4) The departnent shall provide technical assistance

to selected school districts to establish nodel peer

assi stance and revi ew prograns.

(5) The school districts selected to establish node

peer assistance and revi ew prograns shall receive by Decenber

1, 2001, an allocation fromthe departnent as established in

the General Appropriations Act.
(6) During the 2002-2003 fiscal year, the departnent
shal | assess the results of the sel ected npdel peer assistance

and review progranms and shall subnit a report to the Governor

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by March 1, 2003. The report nust include the

departnent's recommendation as to the continuation or

expansi on of peer assistance and revi ew prograns.
Section 2. Section 231.6015, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

231.6015 Mathemati cs and sci ence teacher-education

program - -
(1) The Legislature intends to establish an inservice

pr of essi onal devel opnent programto i nprove the teaching of

mat hemati cs and science in the public schools of this state,

with an initial enphasis on students in kindergarten through

grade 8. The program nmay be conducted separately or in

conjunction with other inservice professional devel opnent

5
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prograns provided by a school district. The funds are to be

used to suppl enent but not to supplant current professiona

devel opnent in mathenatics and sci ence education

(2) As used in this section, the term"teacher" has

the nmeaning ascribed to "instructional personnel” in s.
236. 685.
(3) The purpose of the programis to i nprove the

ability of teachers to deliver instruction that:

(a) Concentrates |earning on the Sunshine State
St andards and the Subject Matter Content Standards for
t eachers adopted by the Education Standards Comni ssion

(b) Includes content in sequences designed to prepare

students for the state assessnents of progress;

(c) Denonstrates its quality by inmprovenent in

students' cl assroom achi evenent; and

(d) ldentifies and chall enges students who excel in

sci ence and nathematics as well as those whose aptitude is

average or bel ow average.

(4) The program nust be designed to inprove a

teacher's command of content know edge and teaching skills. If

resources are insufficient to provide adequate instruction for

all teachers, the program design should allocate those

resources to produce a neasurable, systenic change in student

| earning, rather than only to reach as nmany teachers as

possi bl e.
(5) The program nust:

(a) Enploy strategies that have proved effective;

(b) Exploit current know edge and research on

prof essi onal staff devel opnent and standards;

6
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(c) Include conponents for school board nenbers and

adm ni strators at the school |evel, school district

adm ni stration | evel, and state |evel;

(d) Involve the expertise of public and i ndependent

universities, colleges, and community coll eges in planning and

i npl emrent ati on;

(e) Provide for an incentive plan as authorized in s.
236.08106; and
(f) Include an evaluation of effectiveness as

determined by the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathenmatics

and Science in Education Prograns. The eval uati on conponent of

t he program nust provide data capable of allow ng an anal ysis

of the achi evenent of students before and after the programis

i npl erented and for an anal ysis of students whose teachers

participate in the programconpared to a cohort of students

whose teachers do not. As nuch as possible, the cohort nust

consi st of students having sinilar denpgraphic characteristics

and sel ected neasures of academ c achi evenent.

(6) The Legislature shall determine annually in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act the funds to be available for this

program The Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority

may be the fiscal agent of these funds.
(7) Under s. 240.149, the Florida Alliance for
| nproving Mat hematics and Sci ence in Education Prograns may

operate the delivery nechani sns for the programor may

del egate that responsibility to a school district, a

consortium of school districts, an acadeny, an area center for

educati onal enhancenent, or a group operating under a charter

arranged by a district or consortium The delivery nechani sns

may i nvolve the expertise of science centers, and the Florida

Al liance for Inproving Mat hematics and Sci ence and schoo

7
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boards may arrange partici pation by science centers in the

pl anni ng and delivery of the program including participation

in charter agreenents, where appropriate. As used in this

subsection, a science center neans a nonprofit organization

recogni zed under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code, which is a full nenber of the Associati on of Science and

Technol ogy Centers, is accredited by the Anerican Associ ation

of Museuns, and has had at |east 5 years' experience providing

pr of essi onal devel opnent and support services to teachers

t hroughout the state. The administrators of each conponent of

the program shall work collaboratively with the Florida

Al liance for Inproving Mathematics and Science in Education

Prograns to plan prograns and activities provided by the

pr of essi onal devel opnent program including foll ow up support

for the teachers.

(8) Teachers participating in the programmy receive

conpensation fromthe school district for their participation

and may use successful participation in the programfor

extension of a certificate, for adding a new certification

area if the district has an approved add-on certification

program as provided by the State Board of Education, or for

college credit for portions of the program which are taught by

full-tinme faculty nmenbers of postsecondary institutions. In

addition to a stipend for the workdays all ocated to the

training, a teacher may be eligible for a salary bonus upon

successful conpletion of the program under s. 236.08106.

(9) Delivery sites used in the program shoul d be

joint-use facilities and nmay be on property belonging to a

school district; a public or independent university, coll ege,

or comunity college; or any other group under a contract

approved by the alliance.

8
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(10) A conmunity college or university nmay report

full-tine-equival ent students as a result of providing

instruction for the programif the instruction is provided

in-load by its own staff paid by its own resources.

(11) This section shall be inplenented only to the

extent funded by the General Appropriations Act.
Section 3. Section 240.149, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

240. 149 WNathematics and science teacher-education

organi zation; responsibility for program pl anni ng and

i npl emrentation. --

(1) An organization is established to plan and

i npl erent the mathematics and science teacher education

programcreated in s. 231.6015. The organi zation is to be

naned the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathenmatics and

Sci ence Teaching in Educati on Progranms; nust be recogni zed

under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and

regi stered, incorporated, organized, and operated in

conpliance with chapter 617; and is not to be considered to be

a unit or entity of state governnent.

(a) The organization shall execute its

responsibilities i ndependently but is assigned to the Ofice

of the Commi ssioner of Education for adninistrative purposes.

(b) In the interest of sound public policy, the

Legi sl ature deternines that the organization is subject to the

provi sions of chapter 119 which relate to public records, and

to the provisions of chapter 286 which relate to public

neeti ngs and records.

(2) A board of directors shall govern the

organi zation. The nenbers of the board shall be appointed by

t he Commi ssi oner of Education from recommendati ons provi ded by

9
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1| the Postsecondary Educati on Pl anning Conmi ssion, the Education
2 | Standards Commi ssion, the Workforce Devel opnent Board of

3| Enterprise Florida, or other public or private organi zati ons
4 with expertise in education or technol ogy upon invitation of

5| the commi ssi oner

6 (a) Four nenbers nust be enpl oyees of postsecondary

7 | education institutions and nust have expertise in science and
8 | sci ence education, mathenmati cs and mat hemati cs education, or a
9| related technical field.

10 (b) Four nenbers nmust be enpl oyees of Florida district
11 | school boards; at | east two of these nenbers nust be teachers.
12 (c) Four nenbers nust be fromthe private sector

13 (d) One nenber shall serve ex officio as a

14 | representative of the Departnent of Education. An ex officio
15| nenber nmay participate in all deliberations of the alliance
16 | but nay not vote.

17 (e) Menbers shall serve 4-year staggered ternms, with
18 | four of the nenbers having initial terns of 2 years, 3 years,
19 | and 4 years, respectively. The conmi ssioner shall appoint a
20 | new nenber to fill the renmmi nder of a vacant, unexpired term
21| and nmay reappoi nt a nenber
22 (f) Menbers are entitled to reinbursenent for trave
23 | and per di em expenses, as provided in s. 112.061
24 (3) The board of directors shall enploy a chief
25 | executive officer, who shall direct and supervise the
26 | adninistrative affairs of the board of directors. The board of
27 | directors may delegate to the chief executive officer any
28 | powers and duties it finds appropriate. The chief executive
29 | officer may contract with or enploy legal and technica
30 | experts and ot her enpl oyees as authorized by the board of
31| directors. The chief executive officer shall administer the

10
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pr of essi onal devel opnent grant program assigned to the

organi zati on and ot her finances of the organization to ensure

appropriate accountability and the prudent use of public and

private funds.

(4) A council is created to assist the organi zati on

and to apprise decisionmakers of its activities.

(a) The council shall be conposed of six nenbers who

represent the foll owi ng governnmental branches or sectors: one

nenber of the Florida Senate appointed by the President of the

Senate; one nenber of the Florida House of Representatives

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; a

representative of the Executive Ofice of the Governor

appoi nted by the Governor; a representative of the Departnent

of Education appointed by the Comm ssioner of Education; a

representative of the Florida Community Col |l ege System

appoi nted by the executive director of the system and a

representative of the State University System appointed by the

chancel | or.
(b) The council shall neet at least 2 tines a year

with one neeting conducted jointly with the board of

directors.
(5) The Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathematics and

Sci ence Teaching in Education Programs shall plan and oversee

i npl erentation of the programcreated by s. 231.6015 and

shal | :
(a) Establish and naintain a system of professiona

devel opnent prograns in nmathenmatics and sci ence education, as

provided in the General Appropriations Act.

(b) Provide for involvenent of postsecondary education

in planning and i npl enentati on

11

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




SB 292 First Engrossed

1 (c) Produce specialized professional devel opnent

2 | program gui del i nes. These gui delines may include curricula and
3| instructional nmethods and nust assure that the prograns focus
4] on content learning, enploy tested strategies, reflect the

5] nature of science and nmat hematics, and base their design on

6 | current know edge and research concerni ng professiona

7 | devel opnent.

8 (d) Provide for the selection and preparation of staff
9] to inplenent professional devel opnent in mathenatics and

10 | sci ence.

11 (e) Establish priorities that school districts and

12 | centers for educational enhancenent nust use in selecting the
13 | teachers to participate in the program |f the plan does not
14 | provide for participation by all teachers of Kkindergarten

15| through grade 8 within a 4-year cycle, the selection

16 | priorities nust inplenent a rationale for disseminating the
17 | programi s benefits.

18 (f) Design strategies for providing foll ow up support
19 | for each participating teacher. The foll ow up strategi es nust
20 | provide for integration of the principles learned in the
21| programinto the teacher's workday for at least 1 year, with
22 | continuing followp for 2 additional years or nore, as
23| provided in the General Appropriations Act.
24 (g) Design and oversee an incentive plan that wll
25 | encourage the participation of public school teachers and
26 | adnministrators in the professional devel opnent program The
27 | incentive plan nust provide for access to any nerit-pay pl ans
28 | devel oped by school districts and may provide for a stipend
29 | and a sal ary bonus for participating teachers, under s.
30 | 236.08106. Such bonus nmust be in addition to the teacher's
31| regular earnings froma school district and may not be awar ded

12
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1| until a teacher has successfully conpleted the program and

2 | denpnstrated, through prescribed followup activities in the
3| classroom an inprovenent in student achi evenent in

4 | mathematics or science.

5 (h) Measure the effectiveness of the professiona

6 | devel opnent programon | earning and teaching in mathenatics

7 | and science. This inpact assessnent nust assure state and

8| local quality control of the inprovenent of nathenatics and

9 | sci ence teaching.

10 (6) By Decenber 1, 2000, the board nust subnmit to the
11| office of the Conmi ssioner of Education a proposed budget for
12 | inplenenting the programin 2001-2004. The budget nust contain
13| alternative plans for the participation of 50 percent, 33

14 | percent, and 25 percent of the state's teachers at the

15| el enmentary and ni ddl e-school | evels by 2004.

16 Section 4. Subsection (8) of section 229.592, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended to read:

18 229.592 |Inmplenentation of state system of schoo

19 | i mprovenent and education accountability.--
20 (8) STATE BOARD. --The State Board of Educati on shal
21 | adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent
22 | a state system of school inprovenent and education
23 | accountability and shall specify required annual reports by
24 | school s and school districts. The rules nust also require each
25| school to report the nunber and percentage of teachers who
26 | have achi eved certification by the National Board of
27 | Prof essional Teaching Standards and, for schools that contain
28 | a kindergarten or grade 1 through grade 8, the nunber and
29 | proportion of teachers who have successfully conpl eted the
30| programto i nprove mathemati cs and science teachi ng under s.
31| 236.08106.

13
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1 Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 231.600, Florida

2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 231.600 School Conmmunity Professional Devel oprment

4| Act. --

5 (3) The activities designed to inplenent this section

6 | must:

7 (a) Increase the success of educators in guiding

8 | student | earning and devel opnent so as to inplenent state and

9 | local educational standards, goals, and initiatives;

10 (b) Assist the school community in providing

11 | stinulating educational activities that encourage and notivate

12 | students to achieve at the highest |evels and to becone active

13| | earners; and

14 (c) Provide continuous support as well as tenporary

15 ) intervention for education professionals who need i nprovenent

16 | in know edge, skills, and perfornmance; and-

17 (d) Assure that teacher education prograns in science,

18 | mat hemati cs, and technol ogy education will be fully aligned

19| with the Sunshine State Standards by the inpl enentation of the

20 | statewi de assessnent in science authorized by s. 229.57. These

21 | educati on prograns nmust assure that all teachers, especially

22 | teachers of kindergarten through grade 8, know and under st and

23 | the science and mat hemati cs standards included in the Sunshine

24 | State Standards and the Subject Matter Content Standards for

25 | teachers adopted by the Education Standards Conm ssion

26 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 236.08106

27| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

28 236. 08106 Excellent Teaching Program --

29 (2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to

30 | provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives and

31 | bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of Education
14
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shall distribute to each school district or to the NBPTS an
anount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the
Excel | ent Teaching Program Unl ess otherw se provided in the
CGeneral Appropriations Act, each distribution shall be the sum
of the anmpbunts earned for the follow ng incentives and
bonuses:

(a) A salary bonus or increased stipend for teachers

who successfully conplete the programto i nprove the teaching

of mat henmatics and science in Florida under s. 231.6015. The

criteria for successful conpletion of the program nust be

established by the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathematics

and Sci ence Teaching in Education Progranms and nust include a

denonstration through prescribed followp activities in the

cl assroom of an inprovenent in student achi evenent in

mat hemati cs or sci ence.

(b)ta)y A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of
Education to the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an
enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school wthin

the school district, who is certified by the district to have
denonstrated satisfactory teaching perfornance pursuant to s.
231.29 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating
in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in
witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee
subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anobunt equa
to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the
NBPTS certification program but not nore than $1, 800 per
eligible participant. The fee subsidy is a one-tine award and
may not be duplicated for any individual

15
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(c)tby A portfolio-preparation incentive of $150 paid
by the Departnent of Education to each teacher enpl oyed by a
di strict school board or a public school within a schoo
district who is participating in the NBPTS certification
program The portfolio-preparation incentive is a one-tine
award pai d during the school year for which the NBPTS fee
subsidy is provided.

(d) £y An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the
prior fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroom
teachers to be distributed to the school district to be paid
to each individual who holds NBPTS certification and is
enpl oyed by the district school board or by a public schoo
within the school district. The district school board shal
di stribute the annual bonus to each individual who neets the
requi renents of this paragraph and who is certified annually
by the district to have denpbnstrated satisfactory teaching
perfornmance pursuant to s. 231.29. The annual bonus nay be
paid as a single paynent or divided into not nore than three
paynents.

(e) tdy An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the
prior fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroom
teachers to be distributed to the school district to be paid
to each individual who neets the requirenents of paragraph(d)

te)yand agrees, in witing, to provide the equivalent of 12

wor kdays of mentoring and rel ated services to public schoo
teachers within the state distriet who do not hold NBPTS
certification. The district school board shall distribute the

annual bonus in a single paynent followi ng the conpletion of
all required nmentoring and rel ated services for the year. It
is not the intent of the Legislature to renpove excell ent
teachers fromtheir assigned classroons; therefore, credit nay

16
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1| not be granted by a school district or public school for

2| mentoring or related services provided during the regul ar

3 | school day or during the 196 days of required service for the
4 | school year.

5

6 | A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and
7 | who does not conplete the certification programor does not

8| teach in a public school of this state for a |least 1 year

9| after conpleting the certification program nust repay the

10 | anount of the certification fee to the state. However, a

11 | teacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
12 | be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
13 | anpbunt of the certification fee if the teacher neets the

14 | 1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a
15 | teacher who does not conplete the certification program or

16 | fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the

17 | teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
18 | circunstances as determned by the State Board of Education
19 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
20| 236.685, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
21 236. 685 Educational funding accountability.--
22 (4)(a) The school public accountability report to
23 | parents nust include the nunber of enployees in each of the
24 | categories listed in subsection (3), by work |ocation
25 | However, this does not include the nunber of tenporary
26 | substitute enployees. The report nust al so include the nunber
27 | and proportion of instructional personnel in kindergarten
28 | through grade 8 who have achieved certification by the
29 | National Board of Professional Teaching Standards or have
30| conpleted the programto i nprove nat hematics and sci ence
31| teaching in Florida under s. 236.08106.

17
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Section 8. Section 239.515, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

239.515 College Fast Start Program --

(1) There is established a College Fast Start Program

to increase the nunber of students with disabilities in grades

6 through 12 who are adnitted to and successfully conplete an

associate in arts degree or an associate in science degree or

a wor kforce devel opnment program The goal of the programis

the conpletion of a degree or occupational conpletion points

by, and placenent into conpetitive enpl oynent of, students who

were identified as having a disability, in accordance with the

requi renents of chapter 6A-6, Florida Administrative Code,

prior to their senior year in high school and who ot herwi se

woul d be unlikely to seek adnission to a community col |l ege,

state university, or independent postsecondary vocationa

institution without special support and recruitnment efforts.

As part of the College Fast Start Program the Florida

Governor's Alliance for the Enpl oynent of Disabled Citizens,

in cooperation with community coll eges, independent

post secondary institutions, high schools, businesses, and

agenci es serving youth with disabilities, shall sponsor

prograns to devel op | eadership skills, career counseling, and

notivation and shall provide grants for internships to further

prepare students with disabilities for postsecondary education

and enpl oynent opportuniti es.
(2) As used in this section

(a) "The alliance" neans the Florida Governor's

Al liance for the Enpl oynent of Disabled Ctizens.

(b) "Program participant" neans a comunity coll ege,

public university, independent postsecondary institution, high

18
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school, agency serving youth with disabilities, or a

consortium of the above.

(3) To apply to participate in the College Fast Start

Program a potential program participant nust subnit a

proposal to the Florida Governor's Alliance for the Enpl oynent

of Disabled Citizens. Each proposal must contain the foll ow ng

i nf or mati on:

(a) A statenent of purpose, which includes a

description of the need for, and the results expected from

t he proposed program

(b) An identification of the service area which nanes

the schools to be served and provides community and schoo

denogr aphi cs on the nunber and types of students with

disabilities and the nunber of high school graduates within

the area with a disability.

(c) An identification of existing prograns for

provi di ng enpl oynent training for persons with disabilities.

(d) A description of the proposed training and

nodi fi cati ons needed to accommpdat e students who woul d

participate in the program At |east 40 percent of the

students participating in any one year nust be in grades 6
t hrough 9.
(e) A description of the programactivities, which

nmust support the foll owi ng goals:

1. To notivate students to pursue a postsecondary

educati on.
2. To devel op students' basic | earning and | eadership

skills.
3. To develop collaboration with the STARS program

19
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(f) An evaluation conponent that provides for the

col |l ection, nmmintenance, retrieval, and analysis of the data

required by this section

(4) The alliance shall consider proposals to determne

whi ch proposals to inplenent as prograns that will strengthen

t he educational notivation and preparation of students with

disabilities to seek postsecondary education or job training.

In selecting proposals for approval, the alliance shall give

preference to:

(a) Proposals submitted by a postsecondary institution

and a business partner that include innovative approaches,

provide a great variety of activities, and interact with

busi ness and industry in the devel opnent of the | earning

experi ence.
(b) A programthat will use institutional, federal, or

private resources to supplenent state appropriations.

(c) Proposals that denpnstrate commitnent to the

program by proposing to match the grant funds equally in cash

or services, with cash being the preferred contributi on.

(d) Proposals that denpbnstrate an interest in cultura

di versity and that address the unnet regi onal enpl oynent needs

of varying communities.

(e) A programthat identifies potential student

partici pants from anong students who are not already enrolled

in simlar prograns that assist students with disabilities.

(f) A programthat includes a parental involvenent

conponent .
(5) Program applicants that are approved to

participate in the program nust inplenent procedures which

provi de consistent contact with students fromthe point at

which the student is selected to participate in the program

20
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1| until he or she enrolls in a postsecondary education
2| institution. These procedures nust assist students in
3| selecting courses required for graduation from high school and
4 | nust include occupational forecasting for future job
5] availability and requirenents for those positions.
6| Institutions that participate nust provi de on-canpus academ ¢
7] or job training activities, job profiling and career
8 | counseling activities during sumrer vacation, and
9| opportunities for interacting with business | eaders and
10 | enpl oyers, nentors, tutors, or role nodels. Each program
11| participant is encouraged to use its resources to neet program
12 | objectives. Each program partici pant nust establish an
13 | advi sory committee conposed of high school and middle schoo
14 | personnel and busi ness | eaders to provide advice and
15| assistance in inplenenting the program
16 (6) An advisory council shall review each proposal and
17 | reconmend to the alliance an order of priority for funding the
18 | proposals. The advisory council shall consist of the foll ow ng
19| 10 nenbers and shall designate a neeting facilitator from
20 | anpbng t he nenbers:
21 (a) Three persons with disabilities, appointed by the
22 | Governor.
23 (b) Two representatives of private or conmunity-based
24 | organi zati ons, one each appointed by the President of the
25| Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
26 (c) One representative of the State University System
27 | appointed by the chair of the Board of Regents.
28 (d) One representative of the Conmunity Coll ege
29 | System appointed by the chair of the State Board of Community
30 | Col |l eges.
31

21
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(e) One representative of the I ndependent Coll eges and

Universities of Florida, appointed by the president of the

| ndependent Col | eges and Universities of Florida.

(f) One representative of a public school district,

appoi nted by the Commi ssi oner of Education

(g) One representative of the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on, appoi nted by the chair of the conm ssion

Each nenber shall be appointed for a 3-year, staggered term of

of fice. Menbers nay serve no nore than two consecutive terns.

A vacancy nust be filled with a person of the sane status as

the original appointee who shall serve for the renmi nder of

the term Menbers are entitled to per diemand travel expenses

as provided in s. 112.061 while performng council duti es.

(7) Funding for the College Fast Start Program shal

be provided annually in the General Appropriations Act. From

t hese funds, an annual allocation shall be provided to the

alliance to conduct the program Approved prograns nust be

funded conpetitively according to the fol |l owi ng net hodol ogy:

(a) Eighty percent of funds appropriated annually to

the College Fast Start Program nust be distributed as grants

to projects that include, at the mini num

1. A sunmer business internship program

2. A nmininmum nunber of hours of academ c instructiona

and devel opnental activities, career counseling, and persona

counsel i ng.
(b) The renmi ning 20 percent of funds appropriated

annual ly may be used by the Florida Governor's Alliance for

the Enpl oynent of Disabled Citizens for coll ege preparatory

| eader ship traini ng prograns.

22
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(c) Subject to legislative appropriations, funds for

the continuation of projects that satisfy the m ni mum

requi renents shall be increased each year by the sane

percentage as the rate of inflation. Projects funded for 3

consecutive years nust have a cumul ative institutional cash

mat ch of not |ess than 50 percent of the total cost of the

project over the 3-year period. Any Coll ege Fast Start Program

operating for 3 years which does not provide the m ni num 50

percent institutional cash match shall not be considered for

conti nued fundi ng.

(8 On or bhefore February 15 of each year, each

partici pant or consortium of participants shall submt to the

alliance an interimreport of program expenditures and

participant information as requested by the alliance.

(9) On or hefore Cctober 15 of each year, each program

partici pant shall subnmit to the alliance an end-of -the-year

report on the effectiveness of its participation in the

program during the preceding fiscal year. The end-of-the-year

report nust include, without linmtation:

(a) An item zation of program expenditures by fundi ng

category, including: state grant funds, institutiona

nmat chi ng contri buti ons di saggregated by cash and in-kind

servi ces, and outside fundi ng sources disaggregated by cash

and in-kind services.

(b) The nunber of students participating by grade

| evel, gender, race, and disability.

(c) The student identification nunber and soci al

security nunber, if available, the nane of the public schoo

attended, and the gender, ethnicity, grade |evel, and grade

poi nt average of each student participant at the tinme of entry

into the program

23
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(d) The grade point average, grade, and pronotion

status of each student participant at the end of the acadenic

year and notification of suspension or expul sion of a

participant, if applicable.

(e) The nunber and percentage of high schoo

partici pants who satisfactorily conplete 2 sequential years of

a foreign | anguage and Levels 2 and 3 mat henmatics and sci ence

cour ses.
(f) The nunber and percentage of participants eligible

for high school graduation who receive a standard hi gh schoo

di pl oma or a hi gh school equival ency di pl oma pursuant to s.
229. 814.
(g) The nunber and percentage of 12th grade

partici pants who are accepted for enrollnent and who enroll in

a postsecondary institution and the program of study in which

they are enroll ed.

(h) The nunber of participants who receive

schol arshi ps, grant aid, and work-study awards.

(i) The nunber and percentage of participants who

enroll in a public postsecondary institution and who fail to

achi eve a passing score, as defined in State Board of

Education rule, on college placenent tests pursuant to s.
240. 117.
(j) The nunber and percentage of participants who

enroll in a postsecondary institution and have a ni ni num

cunul ative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its

equi val ent, by the end of the second senester

(k) A statenent of how the program addresses the three

programgoals identified in paragraph (3)(e).

(1) A brief description and anal ysis of program

characteristics and activities critical to program success.

24
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(m A description of the cooperation received from

ot her units, organizations, businesses, or agencies.

(n) An explanation of the progranmi s outcones,

including data related to student perfornmance on the neasures

provided for in paragraph (3)(f).

The Postsecondary Educati on Pl anning Conmi ssion, in

consultation with the alliance and the Departnent of

Educati on, shall devel op specifications and procedures for the

collection and transm ssi on of the data.

(10) By February 15 of each year, the alliance shal

submt to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Conmi ssi oner

of Education a report that evaluates the effectiveness of the

Col |l ege Fast Start Program The report nust be based upon

i nformati on provided by program participants, the Board of

Regents, the State Board of Community Coll eges, and the

Di vi si on of Wirkforce Devel opnent pursuant to subsections (1)

and (7). To the extent feasible, the perfornmance of Coll ege

Fast Start Program partici pants nust be conpared to the

perfornmance of conparabl e cohorts of students in public schoo

and postsecondary educati on.

Section 9. (1) The Legislature finds that it is in

the public interest to provide for the reenactnent by genera

| aw of a Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority

created by chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, and to extend its

powers and duties beyond Brevard County. The Technol ogi ca

Research and Devel opment Authority shall pronpte scientific

research and devel opnent in Florida, with the goal of

establishing Florida as a center for high technol ogy and

econom ¢ devel opnent to serve the public good.

25
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1 (2) There is created and incorporated the

2 | Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority.

3 (3)(a) The authority shall be governed by a comn ssion
4 | of seven persons who are residents of this state. The Brevard
5] County Legislative Del egati on shall noninate three candi dates
6| for each of five conm ssion vacanci es, and the Governor shal
7 | appoint a nmenber of the conmi ssion fromthe nom nees for the
8 | vacancy. Further, the Governor shall select and appoint the

9| two remai ning nenbers of the conm ssion. The Governor shal

10 | appoi nt each nenber for a termof 4 years, who shall serve

11 ) until his or her successor is appointed. |If a vacancy occurs
12 | during a nenber's term the Governor shall appoint a person to
13| fill the vacancy for the renmi nder of the nenber's term The
14 | Governor nmmy renove any nmenber for m sfeasance, nalfeasance,
15 ) or willful neglect of duty. Each nenber of the authority

16 | before entering upon his or her duties shall take and

17 | subscribe the oath of affirmation required by the State

18 | Constitution. The existing board nenbers appoi nted under

19 | chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, of the existing Technol ogy
20 | Research and Devel opnent Authority | aw nay serve the renmmi nder
21| of their terns.
22 (b) The authority shall annually el ect one of its
23 | nenbers as chair and one as vice chair and may al so appoint a
24 | secretary who shall serve at the pleasure of the authority.
25| The authority nay al so appoi nt such other officers as
26 | necessary.
27 (4) The conmmi ssion has powers and duties as foll ows:
28 (a) To plan and undertake a program of action that
29 | pronotes scientific research and devel opnent and fosters
30| public and private education
31

26
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(b) To contract with and support the prograns of those

accredited educational institutions with a research capability

and whi ch have main canpuses within this state in the

furtherance of the objectives of the authority and to contract

with any other accredited educational institution in

furtherance of the objectives of the authority to establish

public-private partnershi ps and create, sponsor, and nmanage

not-for-profit entities to inplenent or facilitate the

pur poses of the authority.

(c) To nmke and nmanage grants and bequests, and to

enter into contracts and other agreenments with units of

governnment and private parties for the purpose of obtaining

funds for projects and prograns that further the objectives of

the authority.

(d) To establish an annual budget and anend the budget

when necessary.

(e) To adopt an official seal and alter it at its

pl easure.
(f) To mmintain an office at such place or places in

Brevard County or el sewhere as it nmmy designate.

(g) To sue and be sued in its own nane.

(h) To acquire by | ease, purchase, or option real and

personal property for any use consistent with the purposes of

this act.
(i) To enploy personnel, consultants, accountants,

attorneys, engineers, and other experts as necessary and

convenient in the execution of the powers of the authority.

(5) |If any provision of this act or the application

thereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications

of the act which can be given effect without the invalid

27
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provision or application, and to this end the provisions of

this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 10. Legislative intent.--It is the intent of

the Legislature to create individually governed baccal aureate

and master's degree oriented universities as a neans of

i ncreasi ng the nunber of baccal aureate degrees in the

community. These universities will also play a vital role in

addressing the state's need for a larger trai ned workforce and

in alleviating the teacher shortages facing public schools.

Section 11. Baccal aureate and naster's degree oriented

uni versities.--

(1) Baccal aureate and nmaster's degree oriented

uni versities are as foll ows:

(a) Suncoast University in Pinellas County.
(b) New College in Sarasota County, which shall be
considered a university for purposes of this act.

(2) The universities will be devel oped using a

conbi nati on of new and existing facilities, with initial

devel opnent at locations and facilities in the state's

exi sting postsecondary education systens.

(3) A comunity college nmay not convert to a

baccal aureate and master's degree oriented university.

Section 12. University mssion.--The mission of the

baccal aureate and master's degree oriented universities is to

provi de high-quality undergraduate education at an affordable

price, and to pronpte regi onal and statew de econonic

devel opnent. Initially, course offerings will be limted to

core prograns in the liberal arts and sciences, technol ogy,

and a linmted nunber of professional prograns, including

busi ness and education. The role of these universities is to

conpl enent, not conpete with, community coll eges and

28
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institutions in the State University System This role will be

acconpl i shed by encouraging interinstitutional cooperation and

by providi ng upper-division undergraduate opportunities to

community coll ege transfer students, particularly students

Wi th associate in science degrees transferring into

baccal aureate prograns. An additional conponent of the role of

New Coll ege will be to continue to maintain its |liberal arts

honors program of national distinction and to continue to be

the honors college of the State of Florida. The enphasis at

t hese new universities will be on teaching, not research

Instruction will be primarily at the baccal aureate degree

level with a linmted nunber of nmaster's degree | evel courses

and prograns. A baccal aureate and master's degree oriented

university shall contract with a local conmunity college to

provide |lower-division instruction. This primary m ssion does

not preclude one of these universities fromentering into a

joint-use agreenent with any institution in the State

University Systemto offer nmaster's and doctoral degree

prograns on the baccal aureate and master's degree oriented

uni versity canpus.

Section 13. COperational plan.--The baccal aureate and

master's degree oriented universities shall begin adnmtting

students for classes beginning with the fall termof the

2002- 2003 academ ¢ year. The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng

Conmi ssion shall devel op an operational plan for inaugurating

the universities and present its recommendations to the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Governor by January 1, 2001.

Section 14. University boards of trustees.--

(1) Each baccal aureate and master's degree oriented

uni versity nust be governed by a board of trustees conprised

29
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of ni ne nmenbers who nust be residents of the county in which

the university is |located. The trustees shall be appoi nted by

the Governor and confirmed by the Senate in regul ar session

(2) The trustees shall serve terns of 4 years;

however, for the initial board of trustees, three nenbers

shal |l be appointed for terns of 2 years, three nenbers for

terns of 3 years, and three nenbers for terns of 4 years. A

trustee may be reappoi nted. Three consecutive absences from

board neetings shall be considered a resignation

(3) Menbers of the board of trustees shall receive no

sal ary but may receive rei nbursenent for expenses as provided

in section 112.061, Florida Statutes, including nileage to and

fromofficial board neetings.

(4) At its first regular neeting after July 1 of each

year, each board of trustees shall

(a) Elect a chair, whose duties shall be to preside at

all neetings of the board, to call special neetings thereof,

and to attest to actions of the board.

(b) Elect a vice chair, whose duty shall be to act as

chair during the absence or disability of the elected chair.

(5) The university president shall be the executive

of ficer and corporate secretary of the board of trustees as

well as the chief administrative officer of the university.

Al conponents of the institution and all aspects of its

operation shall be the responsibility of the board of trustees

t hrough the president.

(6) The board of trustees shall have the power to take

action without the recommendati on of the president and may

require the president to deliver to the board all data and

information required by the board in the performance of its

duti es.

30
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1 Section 15. University board of trustees to constitute
2| a corporation.--Each baccal aureate and master's degree

3] oriented university board of trustees is constituted a body

4 | corporate by the nane of "The Board of Trustees of

5 Uni versity at , Florida." In all

6 | suits against the board, service of process shall be nade on
7| the chair of the board or, in the absence of the chair, on

8 | anot her menber of the board.

9 Section 16. University boards of trustees; powers and
10 | duties. --

11 (1) Each university board of trustees is vested with
12 | the responsibility to operate its respective university and
13| with the necessary authority for the proper operation and

14 | i nprovenent of the university in accordance with the rules of
15| the State Board of Education

16 (2) Each university board of trustees shall adopt

17 | rules, procedures, and policies consistent with | aw and rul es
18 | of the State Board of Education relating to its nission and
19 | responsibilities as set forth in law, its governance,
20 | personnel, budget and finance, adm nistration, prograns,
21 | curriculumand instruction, buildings and grounds, travel and
22 | purchasi ng, technol ogy, students, contracts and grants, and
23 | university property.
24 (3) The rules, procedures, and policies for the board
25| of trustees include, but are not linited to, the foll ow ng:
26 (a) Each board of trustees shall appoint, suspend, or
27 | renove the president of the university. The board of trustees
28 | ray appoint a presidential search comittee.
29 (b) Each board of trustees shall have responsibility
30| for the establishnment and di sconti nuance of program and course
31| offerings; the provision of instructional and noni nstructiona

31
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1| community services; the location of classes and services

2 | provided; and the dissenination of information concerning the
3| prograns and servi ces.

4 (c) Each board of trustees shall constitute the

5] contracting agent of the university. A board of trustees nay,
6 | when acting as a body, nmake contracts, sue, and be sued in the
7 | nane of the board of trustees.

8 (d) \Whenever the Departnent of Education finds it

9 | necessary for the welfare and conveni ence of any university to
10| acquire private property for the use of the university, and

11| the property cannot be acquired by agreenent satisfactory to
12 | the board of trustees of the university and the parties

13 ) interested in or the owners of the private property, the

14 | university board of trustees nay exercise the right of eninent
15| donmin after receiving approval fromthe State Board of

16 | Educati on and may then proceed to condemm the property in the
17 | manner provided by chapters 73 and 74, Florida Statutes.

18 (e) Each board of trustees may purchase, acquire,

19 | receive, hold, own, manage, |ease, sell, dispose of, and
20| convey title to real property in the best interests of the
21 | university, subject to rules adopted by the State Board of
22 | Educati on.
23 (f) Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,
24 | procedures, and policies related to the appoi nt nent,
25 | enpl oynent, and renoval of personnel. The board shal
26 | determ ne the conpensation, including salaries and fringe
27 | benefits, and other conditions of enploynment for such
28 | personnel, including the president.
29 Section 17. Universities; adm ssion of students.--Each
30 | university shall govern adm ssion of students, subject to this
31| section and rules of the State Board of Education

32
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(1) M ninmum academ ¢ standards for undergraduate

admi ssion to a university nust require a student to conplete

the requirenents for a standard hi gh school diplona as

prescribed by section 232.246, Florida Statutes. Anpbng courses

taken to fulfill the 24 academic credit requirenent, a student

nmust take high school courses that are adopted by the Board of

Regents and recommended by the State Board of Community

Col | eges as col | ege-preparatory acadeni ¢ courses.

(2) A university board of trustees may adopt rul es

that provide for a limted nunber of students to be admitted

to the university, notw thstandi ng the adni ssion requirenents

of subsection (1), if there is evidence that the applicant is

expected to do successful acadenic work at the university. The

nunber of applicants adnmtted under this subsecti on nay not

exceed 5 percent of the total nunber of freshnen who entered

the university the prior acadenic year

(3) Nonresident students may be adnitted to the

uni versity upon such terns as the university may establish

The terns shall include, but need not be limted to,

conpl etion of a secondary school curriculumthat includes 4

years of English and 3 years each of mathenmatics, science, and

soci al sciences. The total nunber of nonresident applicants

adm tted under this subsection nmay not exceed 5 percent of the

total nunber of freshnen who entered the university the prior

academ c year, except for the liberal arts honors program at
New Col | ege.
Section 18. Student fees.--

(1) The student per credit hour natricul ation and

tuition fee nust be the equival ent of 25 percent of the total

per credit hour cost of instruction as deternined annually by

the Legislature in the General Appropriations Act.

33

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOOUuDWNPRER O

SB 292 First Engrossed

(2) Each university board of trustees is authorized to

establish separate activity and service and health fees. \Wen

duly established, the fees shall be collected as conponent

parts of the matriculation and tuition fees and shall be

retained by the university and paid into the separate activity

and service and health funds.
Section 19. For the fiscal year 2000-2001, there is
appropriated to the Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent

Authority fromthe General Revenue Fund, $250, 000 for planning

of the Florida School for Science and Technol ogy.

Section 20. Section 229.05371, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229. 05371 PiHoet—proegram-Schol arships to public or
private school of choice for students with disabilities.--

(1) SCHOLARSHI P PH-GF PROGRAM --There is established a
pttoet program which is separate and distinct fromthe
Qpportunity Schol arship Program i+na—the—Sarasota—schooh
eh—st+i+et—t o provi de scholarships to a public or private

school of choice for students with disabilities whose academnic
progress in at |least two areas has not net expected | evels for
the previous year, as determned by the student's individua
education plan. Student participation in the pirtet programis
limted to 5 percent of the students with disabilities in the
school district during the first year, 10 percent of students
with disabilities during the second year, andgd 20 percent of
students with disabilities during the third year,and no caps

in subsequent years. The following applies to the pttot
progr am

(a) To be eligible to participate in the pitot
program a private school nust neet all requirenments of s.
229.0537(4), except for the accreditation requirenents of s.
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229.0537(4)(f). For purposes of the piHoet program
notification under s. 229.0537(4)(b) nust be separate fromthe
notification under the Qpportunity Schol arshi p Program

(b) The school district that—partiecirpates—inthepitot
program nust conply with the requirenents in s.
229.0537(3)(a)2., (c), and (d).

(c) The anount of the scholarship in the pirtot program
shal |l be equal to the anobunt the student would have received
under the Florida Education Finance Programin the public
school to which he or she is assigned.

(d) To be eligible for a schol arship under the pitot
program a student or parent nust:

1. Conply with the eligibility criteria in s.
229.0537(2)(b) and all provisions of s. 229.0537 which apply
to students with disabilities;

2. For the school year imediately prior to the year
in which the scholarship will be in effect, have docunented
the student's failure to neet specific performance |evels
identified in the individual education plan; or, absent
specific performance levels identified in the individua
education plan, the student nust have perforned bel ow grade
| evel on state or |ocal assessnments and the parent nust
believe that the student is not progressing adequately toward
the goals in the individual education plan; and

3. Have requested the scholarship prior to the tine at
whi ch the nunber of valid requests exceeds the district's cap
for the year in which the scholarship will be awarded.

(2) The provisions of s. 229.0537(6) and (8) shal
apply to the pi+et programauthorized in this section. This
pttoet programis not intended to affect the eligibility of the
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state or school district to receive federal funds for students
with disabilities.

Section 21. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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