Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 351
By Representative Reddick

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to nental health; directing the
3 Departnent of Children and Family Services to

4 devel op cooperative agreenents with | oca

5 agencies for diverting fromthe crimna

6 justice systemto the civil nmental health

7 system persons with nental illness arrested for
8 a m sdeneanor; directing the Louis de la Parte
9 Florida Mental Health Institute at the

10 University of South Florida to report to the

11 Legi sl ature on cost-effective diversion

12 strategies; directing the Departnent of Law

13 Enforcenent and the Departnent of Children and
14 Fam |y Services to jointly review training

15 curricula for |aw enforcenent officers and to
16 reconmend i nprovenents to the Legi sl ature;

17 directing the Departnent of Children and Fanily
18 Services to contract with an i ndependent entity
19 to review court jurisdiction over persons wth
20 mental illness who are arrested for or

21 convicted of a misdenmeanor and to recomend

22 policy changes to the Legislature; directing

23 the district forensic coordinators in the

24 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
25 assess the provision of in-jail nental health
26 services and report to the Legi sl ature;

27 directing the Departnent of Children and Fanily
28 Services to prepare a single report by a

29 specified date; directing the Louis de la Parte
30 Florida Mental Health Institute to evaluate the
31 speci alized nental health court in Broward
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County and report findings and reconmrendati ons
to the Legislature; providing an appropriation
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The Departnent of Children and Fanily
Services shall develop witten cooperative agreenents with the

judicial system the crimnal justice system and |ocal nental

health providers in each district of the Departnment of

Children and Family Services which define strategies and

community alternatives for diverting fromthe crininal justice

systemto the civil system under the Baker Act persons with

mental illness who are arrested for a m sdeneanor. At a

m ninum the district diversion strategies nust include:

(a) Prebooking or postbooking interventions.

(b) Ways in which nental health professionals may

assi st |aw enforcenent agencies with difficult nental health

cases.
(c) Information-sharing anobng conmunity entities

regardi ng persons with nental illness who are frequently

arrested for m sdeneanors, in order to inprove early

identification and treatnment of these persons.

(d) Referral of nisdeneanant clients to appropriate

aftercare services upon release fromjail or a facility that

receives clients under the Baker Act.

(e) Provision of appropriate psychotropi c nedications

to nisdeneanant clients for a reasonabl e nunber of days

follow ng discharge fromjail or a facility that receives

clients under the Baker Act.
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1 (f) Provision of intensive case nanagenent services to
2| the appropriate misdeneanant clients.

3

4 | For the purpose of uniformty, each district nust work with

5] the central programoffice to develop and include an anal ysis
6| of the client population and client novenent, an anal ysis of

7 | avai |l abl e and unavai |l abl e resources, and the identification of
8| key indicators that will neasure the inpact of these

9| strategies on the clients and on the comunity systens. The
10 | departnent nust conplete the district diversion strategies,

11| client data analysis, and identification of key indicators,

12 | and subnit a copy to the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental

13| Health Institute, by October 1, 2000.

14 (2) The Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health

15 ) Institute at the University of South Florida shall reviewthe
16 | state's district diversion strategi es devel oped by the

17 | departnent, as well as cost-effective strategies being used in
18 | communities in other states, to divert m sdeneanants fromthe
19 | criminal justice systemto the nental health system Based on
20| this review, the institute nust recommend those diversion

21| strategies and treatnent activities used by Florida or other
22 | states that have proven to be the nost effective with the

23 | mi sdeneanant popul ation. The revi ew nust include details about
24 | the cost savings that are associated with those prograns and
25 | nust explain how those long-termor short-term cost savings
26 | are achieved. The institute shall subnit a final report on its
27 | findings, conclusions, and reconmrendations to the President of
28 | the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives hy
29 | January 1, 2001. The report nust specify the results that can
30 | be expected based on the current |evel of resources, as well
31
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as specify additional resources that are needed to adequately

serve the m sdeneanant popul ati on

Section 2. The Departnent of Law Enforcenent and the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shall jointly

eval uate the extent and effectiveness of current training

curricula and training efforts provided by the Crininal

Justice Standards and Trai ni ng Commi ssi on under s. 943. 17,

Florida Statutes, and the Departnent of Children and Fanmily

Servi ces under part | of chapter 394, Florida Statutes, for

| aw enforcenent officers in identifying nental illness and

shal | nmake recommendati ons for inprovenents to the head of

each departnent. The Departnent of Law Enforcenent and the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shall prepare a

joint report that includes the findings and reconrendati ons by
Decenber 31, 2000.
Section 3. The Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services, in consultation with the Ofice of the State Courts

Adm ni strator, shall contract with an i ndependent entity to

study the concept of increasing court jurisdiction and

supervi si on over persons with nental illness who are arrested

for or convicted of a nmisdenmeanor, to ensure conpliance with

an approved individualized treatnent or service plan. The

study shall focus on whether extending court jurisdiction

woul d enhance the nental stability of persons with nental

illness, allowing themto live in the coommunity, function at

their optimal level, and avoid becoming involved in any type

of crinminal behavior. The Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services shall prepare a report by Decenber 31, 2000, that

i ncl udes recommendations for statutory changes or departnental

policy changes that do not require statutory revisions.
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1 Section 4. The district forensic coordinators of the

2 | Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shall assess the

3| provision of in-jail nental health diagnostic and treatnent

4 | services. The departnent shall prepare a report of its

5] findings, conclusions, and recomendati ons by Decenber 31

6 | 2000, including any proposed statutory revisions.

7 Section 5. The reports that are required in sections
82, 3, and 4 to be prepared by the Departnent of Children and

9| Fam |y Services, including the joint report in section 2, nust
10| be subnitted in one report to the President of the Senate and
11 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives by Decenber 31

12 | 2000.

13 Section 6. The Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health
14 | Institute shall evaluate the effectiveness of the specialized
15| nental health court established in Broward County to deternine
16 | client and system outcones and cost efficiencies and shal

17 | nake recommendations for establishing sinmlar special courts
18 1 in other judicial circuits. This evaluation nust include

19 | tracking clients for 1 year following rel ease fromthe Broward
20| County jail by the special nental health court and froma
21| county jail without a special nental health court. The Louis
22 | de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute shall report to
23| the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
24 | Representatives on the findings of the eval uation, including
25| recommendations for any statutory revisions, by Cctober 1,
26 | 2001.
27 Section 7. For the purpose of inplenenting the
28 | requirenents of section 3, the sum of $100,000 is appropriated
29 | fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Children
30| and Fam |y Services for the 2000-2001 fiscal year
31 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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3
Requires the DePartnent of Children and Fanmi |y Services

4 to develgﬂ strategies for diverting persons with nental
illness who are arrested for m sdeneanors fromthe

5 crim nal {ustlce_systen1to the nental health system
Requires the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental alth

6 Institute at the University of South Florida to review
t he diversion strategies and reEort to the Legislature.

7 Requires the Departnent of Law Enforcenent and the
Depart nent of ildren and Fanmily Services to eval uate

8 the training provided to | aw enforcenent officers in
|dent|fy|nﬂ nmental illness and report to the Legislature.

9 Requires the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
to contract wth an i ndependent entity to study extendi ng

10 court jurisdiction of persons with nmental illness who arée
arrested for or convicted of m sdeneanors, and to prepare

11 a report with reconmendations. Requires the departnent to
report on in-jail nental health diagnostic and _treatnent

12 services. Requires_that the Louis dée la Parte Florida
Mental Health Institute evaluate the nental health court

13 in Broward County and report to the Legislature. Provides
an appropriation:
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