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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to pharmacy; requiring the
Board of Osteopathic Medicine, the Board of
Medi ci ne, and the Board of Pharnmacy to provide
reconmendations and submit a report to the
Legi sl ature concerning the formulary for
generic and brand-nane drugs; requiring the
di spensation of certain drugs that are on the
formulary, in specified circunstances;
requiring the renoval of specified drugs from
the fornulary for generic and brand-nane drugs;
providing that the act does not anend existing
law relating to physician's authority to
prohi bit generic substitution by witing
"medi cally necessary" on the prescription
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Board of Osteopathic Medicine, the
Board of Medicine, and the Board of Pharnmacy nust jointly

submt a report to the Legislature by January 1, 2001, which

reconmrends whet her the formulary for generic and brand- nanme

drugs required by section 465.025(6), Florida Statutes, should

be retained. |If the report reconmends retention of the

fornul ary established under section 465.025(6), Florida

Statutes, the report nust specify how further restrictions on

generic drug substitution will be based solely on scientific

evi dence of drug equival ency and what standards and evi dence

will be used in making such determ nations and nust estimte
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the costs of mmking drug equival ency determ nations in
Fl ori da.

Section 2. FEffective July 1, 2000, the Board of
Pharmacy and the Board of Medicine shall renove fromthe
fornul ary established by section 465.025(6), Florida Statutes,
all drugs that have been determ ned therapeutically equival ent

or "A-B"-rated in "Approved Drug Products with Therapeutic

Equi val ence Eval uations" (Orange Book) published by the

Federal Food and Drug Adnministration

Section 3. Notwithstandi ng any provision of section

465. 025, Florida Statutes, for the initial prescription or any

refill thereunder of a therapeutically equival ent or

A-B"-rated drug that is on the negative fornmulary created

under that statute as of January 1, 2000, a pharnmci st nust

di spense the drug on the prescription unless prior approval to

substitute is obtained fromthe prescriber of the nedication

Any refill thereunder of the initial prescription for such a

drug nust be refilled using only the sane drug product by the

sane nmanufacturer which the pharnmacist | ast di spensed under

the prescription.

Section 4. Nothing in this act shall alter or anend

section 465.025, Florida Statutes, as to the existing | aw

providing for the authority of physicians to prohibit generic

substitution by witing "nedically necessary" on the

prescription.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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