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Florida Senate - 2000 (NP) SB 44

By Senator Bronson

18-101- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act for the relief of Johnny Stubbs;
providing himwith equitable relief for
injuries and danmages resulting fromearly
retirenent necessitated by an injury incurred
in the line of duty; providing an appropriation
fromthe State Treasury; providing an effective
dat e.

WHEREAS, in 1983, M. Johnny Stubbs, who was then 38
years of age, was enployed as a firefighter for the Reedy
Creek Inprovenent District, a governnent agency, and

WHEREAS, M. Stubbs was an enpl oyee of that speci al
district for nore than 15 years, and

WHEREAS, on Novenber 7, 1983, M. Stubbs pulled a young
man froma burning car that had turned upside down, and

WHEREAS, as a consequence of his rescue efforts, he
suffered a back injury but continued to work in pain and with
serious side effects for al nost 2 years, when it becane
evi dent that he would need back surgery, and

WHEREAS, one of the problens that he faced was nunbness
in his legs, and he did not want to continue driving a fire
truck and risk losing all feeling in his | egs and possibly
i njuring soneone, and

WHEREAS, after having back surgery, he retired and took
early-retirenent status, and

WHEREAS, because of problens in obtaining his workers
conpensation benefits, M. Stubbs hired an attorney, and he
received benefits for approxinately 2 years until he reached a
settlenment of his case which provided, in part, that any
treatnment of his back will be covered, and
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WHEREAS, M. Stubbs's physician, Dr. Markus Kornberg
has attested that M. Stubbs is 100 percent disabl ed, and

WHEREAS, M. Stubbs has a TINS unit on his spine to
assi st in wal king, receives Social Security Disability, has
had seven or eight operations on his back, has had two heart
attacks, has an enlarged heart, and recently had pneunoni a,
and

WHEREAS, M. Stubbs contends that his supervisor, who
i s now deceased, shoul d have advised himto seek disability
retirenent but did not do so, nor did anyone el se so advise
him and, consequently, he has been receiving early-retirenent
benefits in a | esser anobunt than the anount of disability
conpensati on woul d have been, and

WHEREAS, he receives $420 per nonth in early-retirenment
benefits and has received those benefits since January 1986,
and

WHEREAS, Johnny Stubbs is equitably entitled to receive
the difference between the anount he has received since his
retirenent and the anount he woul d have received during that
period if he had been fully inforned of his options, and

WHEREAS, M. Stubbs is also equitably entitled to
receive an anount that is equivalent to the sum he should
receive in disability-retirenment benefits payable fromthe
effective date of this act until the end of his projected life
expectancy, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
act are found and declared to be true.
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Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund out of funds not otherw se appropriated an anpunt
representing the difference between the early-retirenent
benefits that have been paid to M. Johnny Stubbs fromthe
date of his retirement to the effective date of this act and
t he anount he woul d have received during that tinme period if
he had been retired on full disability benefits. There is also
appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund out of funds not
ot herwi se appropriated an anount equivalent to the difference
between the retirenment benefits that M. Stubbs will receive
and the anmount that he would have received if retired on ful
disability benefits, fromthe effective date of this act for
the remai nder of M. Stubbs' |ife expectancy, such anount to
be reduced to present val ue.

Section 3. The Conptroller is directed to draw a
warrant in favor of Johnny Stubbs in a sumequal to the
anounts descri bed under section 2 upon funds in the Genera
Revenue Fund of the State Treasury, and the Treasurer is
directed to pay the sane out of such funds.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides for the equitable relief of Johnny Stubbs for
the difference between early-retirenent behefits he has
received and will| receive and the disability benefits he
shoul d have received after retirenment necesSitated by .
injuries he received in the line of duty while performng
a rescue _operation. Providing an aBBroprlatlon romthe
Ceneral Revenue Fund to Johnny Stubbs.
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