Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 451
By Representative Rojas

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the proposed creation of

3 Hi al eah County; creating the Proposed Creation

4 of Hial eah County Study Conmi ssion; providing

5 for the appoi ntnent of nmenbers to the

6 conmm ssion; providing for the appoi ntnent of a

7 techni cal assistance group to serve as ex

8 of ficio nmenbers of the conmm ssion; providing

9 for filling vacancies on the comn ssion

10 aut hori zi ng conmi ssion nenbers to be reinbursed
11 for travel and per di em expenses; providing for
12 neetings of the conmmission; requiring the

13 conmi ssion to review the feasibility of

14 creating a new county in the area known as

15 Hi al eah; requiring that the conmm ssion make

16 certain estinmates and projections; requiring

17 the comission to report to the Governor and

18 Legi sl ature; providing for expiration of the

19 conmi ssion; requiring the Legislative Comittee
20 on Intergovernnental Relations to provide
21 techni cal support to the comm ssion; providing
22 an appropriation; providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. (1) The Proposed Creation of Hial eah
27 | County Study Commi ssion is created.
28 (2) The commission shall be conposed of the foll ow ng
29 | 15 nenbers, who nust be appointed within 45 days after the
30 | effective date of this act.
31
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(a) Six nenbers selected by the Governor, as foll ows:

one nenber of the M ani-Dade County Commi ssion, one nenber of

the South Florida Regional Planning Council who does not

reside within the boundaries of M am -Dade County, two

representatives of the business community who reside within

t he boundaries of M am -Dade County, and two citizen nenbers

who reside within the boundaries of M am -Dade County.

(b) Two nenbers of the Senate, selected by the

Presi dent of the Senate.

(c) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives,

sel ected by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(d) In addition, the conmm ssion shall include: the

mayor of the City of H aleah, who shall serve as the chair of

the commi ssion; the executive director of the Departnment of

Revenue, or his or her designee; the Secretary of Community

Affairs, or his or her designee; the Conm ssioner of

Education, or his or her designee; and the Attorney Ceneral

or his or her designee.

(3) A technical assistance group is established to

assist the conmmssion in its activities and serve as ex

officio nenbers of the comm ssion. The techni cal assi stance

group shall be conposed of one representative fromeach of the

following: the Florida Association of Counties, the Florida

League of Cities, the Florida Association of Special
Districts, the Florida Association of Court O erks and

Conptrollers, the Florida Tax Collectors, Inc., the Florida

Associ ation of Property Appraisers, the Florida Sheriffs

Associ ation, the Florida Supervisors of Election Associati on,

the Florida Governnent Financial Oficers' Association, and

t he School Board Association of Florida.
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(4) Vacancies on the comm ssion shall be filled in the

sane manner as the original appointnents.

(5) Commission nenbers shall not receive renuneration

for their services, but are entitled to be reinbursed by the

Legislative Cormittee on Intergovernnental Relations for

travel and per di em expenses in accordance with s. 112,061

Florida Statutes. Travel and per di em expenses of ex officio

nenbers shall be assuned by their respective associations.

(6) The commission shall act as an advisory body to

the Governor and the Legislature.

(7) The conmission shall convene its initial neeting

within 60 days after the effective date of this act. At its

initial neeting, the conm ssion shall adopt rul es of procedure

for conducting its business. Thereafter, the conm ssion shal

convene nonthly, or nore frequently at the call of its chair.

(8) The commission shall review the feasibility of

creating a new county, including cost estimtes and rel ated

i ssues associated with such creation, out of portions of

M ani - Dade County in the area commonly known as Hi al eah

Towar ds t hat end, the conmm ssion shall

(a) ldentify problens with the existing structure of

| ocal governnents and consider the nanner in which a new

gover nnent may address such probl ens;

(b) ldentify and anal yze the | egal issues associated

with the creation of the new county;

(c) Describe all procedures and processes for

establi shing a new county, subject to general |aw and the

Fl ori da Constitution;

(d) ldentify the estimated fiscal inpacts to

M anmi - Dade County, the newly created county, and all affected
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exi sting general - purpose and |inited-purpose | ocal governnents

and the state;

(e) ldentify the costs associated with establishing

the offices of the constitutional officers of the new county

and the costs associated with the transfer of all relevant

records;
(f) Estimate the expenditures and revenue sources for

t he new county; and

(g) Establish a 5-year projection of revenue sources

and a 5-year proposed budget of expenditures.

(9) The commission is encouraged to consi der other

i ssues that relate to the creation of the new county,

i ncl udi ng:
(a) The extent that a new county nmay negatively affect

the existing county's ability to equitably finance and provide

county services to its renmmining residents;

(b) The extent that the denpgraphic characteristics of

the new county should be simlar to those of the renmining

county with respect to incone, race, ethnicity, and age;

(c) The extent that the general tax base of the new

county should be sinmilar to the tax base of the renmining

county; and
(d) The extent that the new county should be an area

separate and distinct fromthe existing county.

(10) State and | ocal governnental entities shal

cooperate in providing informati on and assi stance requested by

the commi ssion which is necessary to conduct its review

(11) The conmission shall report its findings to the

Governor and the Legislature by January 31, 2001.

(12) The conmission shall expire June 1, 2001
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1 Section 2. (1) The Legislative Comrttee on

2| Intergovernnental Relations nmay enploy staff or enter into

3| contracts to provide technical support for the Proposed

4| Creation of Hi aleah County Study Conmission, and may expend

5| funds appropriated to the conmttee for carrying out the

6| official duties of the conm ssion

7 (2) The sum of $150,000 is appropriated to the

8| Legislative Cormittee on Intergovernnental Relations fromthe

9 | General Revenue Fund to be used to carry out the duties of the

10 | Proposed Creation of H al eah County Study Conm ssion

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

12 | | aw

13

14 EE IR b I b b S O b I S S b b I I b S S b S

15 HOUSE SUMVARY

16 . i
Creates the Proposed Creation of H aleah County Study

17 Comm ssion and provides for the apP0|ntnent of " menbers.
Provides for the appointnment of a technical assistance

18 group to serve as _ex officio nenbers of the conm ssion

rovides for filling vacancies on the conmi ssion

19 Aut hori zes conmm ssi on nmenbers to be reinbursed for travel
and per_ di em expenses. Provides for neetings of the

20 comm ssion. Requires_the conm ssion to review the
feasibility of creating a new county in the area known as

21 Hi al eah. Requires_that "the conmm ssion nake certain
estimates and projections. Requires the comr ssion to

22 report to the vernor  and Legi slature. Provides for
expiration of the conmission. Requires the Legislative

23 Commttee on Intergovernnental Relations to provide
technical support to the comm ssion. Provides an

24 appropriation

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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