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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 46
By Senator Carlton

24-91-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; creating "The
St udent Services Act for the Prevention of
Vi ol ence in Education"; creating a pilot
project in specified counties to enable schoo
districts in those counties to provide students
with skills in conflict resolution, anger
managenent, and rel ated subjects; providing
| egislative intent; providing purpose;
providing for funding; providing an effective
dat e.

WHEREAS, there is an increasing amount of violence in
our schools, nationally and in Florida, which threatens our
children's fundanental sense of safety in schools and
psychol ogi cal well-being and jeopardizes their ability to
fulfill their potential, and

WHEREAS, parents have traditionally been confident of
the safety of their children at school, they now fear for
their children's well-being in school, and

WHEREAS, teachers are increasingly distracted from
their basic teaching duties by disruptive and vi ol ent
i nci dents, and

VWHEREAS, research has denonstrated that students | earn
best fromdirect teaching provided in a safe, | ow stress
envi ronnent, and

VWHEREAS, external controls such as netal detectors and
addi tional security forces are only partially effective in
nmaki ng school s safer, and
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1 WHEREAS, internal controls such as anger managenent,

2| conflict resolution skills, good self esteemand social skills
3| result in nore positive student behaviors, and

4 WHEREAS, student services personnel possess the

5| know edge, training, experience, and credentials necessary to
6 | reduce school violence and inprove student outcones

7] significantly, NOW THEREFORE

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. This act may be cited as "The Student

12 | Services Act for the Prevention of Violence in Education."

13 Section 2. There is created a 5-year pilot programin
14 | Sarasota, St. Johns, Broward, Okal oosa, Lake, and Duval

15| counties to enable school districts in those counties to

16 | provide students with skills in conflict resol ution, anger

17 | managenent, building effective interpersonal relationships,
18 | and behavioral self-controls such as inpul se control

19 | self-nonitoring, and internal achi evenent notivation. These
20| skills are essential to reducing disruptive and dangerous

21 | behavior in the classroomand for increasing acadenic

22 | perfornmance.

23 Section 3. (1) The Legislature finds that there have
24 | been many recent changes in society, including | oss of the

25| traditional fanmily structure, increasing job and ot her

26 | pressures on parents, |ack of respect for authority, as well
27 | as al cohol and drug abuse, resulting in increased needs of the
28 | state's youth.

29 (2) The Legislature further finds that schoo

30 | counsel ors, school psychol ogi sts, and school social workers
31| serving in our schools are fully occupied with necessary and
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i nportant nandated duties such as career counseling, truancy

foll owup, and testing for special class placenent. There is an

i nsufficient nunber of student-services personnel to inplenent

research-based initiatives to reduce viol ence, enhance schoo

safety, and inprove student performance.

Section 4. The purpose of this act is to allocate

i ncentive funding to school districts to provide adequate

student - servi ces personnel to:

(1) Provide students with skills to find positive

solutions to conflict; teach themto accept nore persona

responsibility; enable themto stay nore on task; provide them

with the skills necessary to interact positively with peers

and those in authority; help themdeal with viol ent peers when

t hey encounter them and inprove their use of critica

t hi nki ng, reasoni ng, and problemsolving skills.

(2) Reduce disciplinary referrals significantly as

wel | as the nunber of suspensi ons and expul sions.

(3) Increase the anount of tinme teachers can focus on

teaching rather than on nmanagi ng di sruptive and danger ous

students as well as pronpte consistency in the application of

di sciplinary strategi es by school staff.

(4) Increase the confidence of parents and conmmunities

that schools are safe and effective places for |earning.

Section 5. Fromfunds appropriated in the Genera

Appropriations Act for this purpose, the Commi ssi oner of

Education shall allocate an incentive award for each

participating school district in an anount equal to 5 percent

of the district's 1999-2000 sal ary and benefits expenditure

for social workers, psychol ogi sts, and gui dance counsel ors.
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1 Section 6. The effectiveness of this act shall be
2 | neasured by the core elenents of the state school report card
3| as evidenced by:

4 (1) Reduced referrals to the school office;

5 (2) Reduced truancy;

6 (3) Fewer in-school and out-of-school suspensions;
7 (4) Fewer drug rel ated incidents;

8 (5) Reduced weapon-rel ated of f enses;

9 (6) Reduced incidents of violence;

10 (7) Increased student academ c perfornmance; and

11 (8) Increased parent and school staff satisfaction
12 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
13
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15 SENATE SUMVARY

16 Creates "The Student Services Act for the Prevention of
17| ShBerTFed! Comnteas! 00 endhre' Sonsol uPhe PTEI ST ol Fhose

counties to provide students with skills in conflict
18 resol ution, anger nmanagenent, and rel ated_subjects.
Provi des | egislative intent and purpose. Provides for

19 f undi ng.
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