Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 579
By Representative Sanderson

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to offsite | earning grants;

3 creating s. 229.604, F.S.; establishing the

4 Florida Ofsite Learning Grant Programto

5 provide funding to enabl e nonprofit and

6 communi ty- based organi zations to provide

7 | earni ng opportunities for public schoo

8 students in nontraditional settings; providing

9 a grant application and revi ew process;

10 requiring the Conmi ssioner of Education to

11 annual | y appoint a review panel to review and

12 rank grant applications; providing for the

13 review panel to be reinbursed for travel and

14 expenses; providing for the award of grants;

15 providing for funding of the program requiring

16 an annual report and postaudit of each grant

17 recipient; providing for the adoption of rules;

18 providing an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Section 229.604, Florida Statutes, is
23| created to read:
24 229.604 Florida Ofsite Learning G ants.--There is
25| created the Florida Ofsite Learning Gant Programto be
26 | adnmini stered by the Departnent of Education to provide funds
27 | to enabl e nonprofit and comrunity-based organi zati ons,
28 | including math, science, art, and environnental facilities, to
29 | provide | earning opportunities for public school students in
30| nontraditional settings.
31 (1) GRANT APPLI CATI ON, REVI EW - -
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1 (a) Nonprofit and community-based organi zati ons may

2| apply to the Conmissioner of Education for a Florida Ofsite
3| Learning Grant, and shall provide such infornmation as the

4 | conmi ssi oner requires.

5 (b) The conmi ssioner shall annually appoint a review
6 | panel to assist in the grant application review process by

7| reviewing grant applications, ranking applicants, and

8| providing to the conmissioner information regarding the

9] relative nerits of the applicants and reconmended fundi ng

10| l evel s of each applicant. The departnent shall, by rule,

11 | establish criteria for reviewing grant applications to ensure
12 | conpliance with applicable federal and state laws relating to
13 | discrinination and conflicts of interest. The panel shal

14 | provide a forumfor public conment prior to nmaking a

15 | reconmendati on regarding the award of any grant. Menbers of
16 | the panel shall serve for 1-year terns and shall not receive
17 | any conpensation for their services, but shall be reinbursed
18 | for travel and expenses incurred in the perfornance of their
19 | duties as provided in s. 112.061.

20 (2) AWARD OF GRANTS; FUNDI NG - -

21 (a) Based on the recomendati ons of the review panel
22 | the conmi ssioner shall annually include in the departnent's
23| | egi sl ative budget request a recommendation for funding for
24 | the Florida Ofsite Learning Grant Program The recommendati on
25| shall include the panel's ranking of applicants and

26 | recommended funding | evel s for each

27 (b) Upon appropriation by the Legislature of funds for
28| the Florida Ofsite Learning Grant Program the departnent

29 | shall execute a contract with each organi zati on for which

30| funding is included in the General Appropriations Act which
31| contains requirenents relative to the program the projected
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operating i ncone and expenses, and ot her provisions deened

necessary by the departnent for the administration of the

progr am

(c) An organization that is awmarded a Florida Ofsite

Learning Grant nay not receive any funding through the Public

Education Capital CQutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund, the

School Infrastructure Thrift (SIT) Program funds, or any other

source of public capital outlay funding for public schools.

(3) ANNUAL REPORT. - - Each recipient organi zati on nmust
submt an annual report to the departnent detailing the

expendi ture of the funds and the educati onal conponents of the

program and such other infornmation as the departnent

requires, according to rules of the departnent.

(4) AUDITS. --Each organi zati on shall cause an annua

postaudit or independent attestation of its financial

accounts, as specified in s. 216.349, conducted by an

i ndependent certified public accountant. The annual audit

report nmust be submitted to the departnent for review The

departnent may require and receive fromthe recipient

institution, or fromits independent auditor, any detail or

suppl enental data relative to the operation of such

i nstitution.

(5) RULES. --The Departnent of Education shall adopt
rul es necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120. 54.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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3
Creates the Florida Ofsite Learning Gcant Programto

4 provi de fundln? to enabl e nonprofit and connunlty-based
organi zations to provide |earning opportunities Tor

5 ublic school students in nontraditional settings. ]

rovi des. a grant aPpllcatlpn and revi ew process. Requires

6 t he. Commi ssioner of Education to annually appoint a
review panel to review and rank grant applications.

7 Provides for the review panel to be reinbursed for travel
and expenses. Provides for the award of grants. Provides

8 for funding of the pro?ran1_ReqU|res an_annual reﬂort and
postaudit of each grant recipient. Provides for the

9 adoption of rules.
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