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. By.the Conmittees on Community Affairs, Health Care
glcen5|ng & Regul ation and Representatives Lacasa, Rubio and
or ensen

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the county public hospita

3 surtax; anending s. 212.055, F.S.; revising

4 provisions that require the counties authorized

5 to levy the surtax to annually appropriate a

6 speci fi ed m ni rum anount for operation

7 adm ni stration, and nai ntenance of the county

8 public general hospital; providing procedure

9 for disbursenent of funds by certain counties;
10 requiring a public health authority or agency
11 in such counties to adopt and inplenent a
12 health care plan for indigent health care
13 servi ces; specifying provisions of the plan
14 providing an effective date.
15
16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17
18 Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (5) of section
19| 212. 055, Florida Statutes, is anended, paragraph (e) is
20 | redesi gnated as paragraph (f), and a new paragraph (e) is
21 | added to said subsection, to read:
22 212.055 Discretionary sal es surtaxes; |egislative
23 | intent; authorization and use of proceeds.--It is the
24 | legislative intent that any authorization for inposition of a
25| discretionary sales surtax shall be published in the Florida
26 | Statutes as a subsection of this section, irrespective of the
27 | duration of the levy. Each enactnent shall specify the types
28 | of counties authorized to levy; the rate or rates which nay be
29 | i nposed; the maximumlength of tinme the surtax nay be inposed,
30| if any; the procedure which nust be followed to secure voter
31| approval, if required; the purpose for which the proceeds nay
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be expended; and such other requirenents as the Legislature
may provide. Taxable transactions and adm nistrative
procedures shall be as provided in s. 212.054.

(5) COUNTY PUBLIC HOSPI TAL SURTAX. --Any county as
defined in s. 125.011(1) may |l evy the surtax authorized in
this subsection pursuant to an ordi nance either approved by
extraordi nary vote of the county comm ssion or conditioned to
take effect only upon approval by a najority vote of the
el ectors of the county voting in a referendum |n a county as
defined in s. 125.011(1), for the purposes of this subsection
"county public general hospital" neans a general hospital as
defined in s. 395.002 which is owned, operated, nmintained, or
governed by the county or its agency, authority, or public
health trust.

(d) As provided in subparagraphs 1. and 2.,the county

nust shatt continue to contribute each year an anpunt equal to

at | east 80 percent of that percentage of the total county
budget appropriated for the operation, adnministration, and
mai nt enance of the county public general hospital fromthe
county's general revenues in the fiscal year of the county
endi ng Septenber 30, 1991, as foll ows:

1. Sixty-five percent of such anmount nust be pronptly

and irrevocably renitted to the public health trust, agency,

or authority responsible for the county public genera

hospital, to be used solely for the purpose of operating and

nmai nt ai ni ng such hospital

2. Thirty-five percent of such anmbunt nust be pronptly

and irrevocably renitted to a public health authority or

agency that is wholly independent fromthe public health

trust, agency, or authority responsible for the county public

general hospital, to be used solely for the purpose of funding
2
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the plan for indigent health care services provided for in

par agraph (e).

(e) A public health authority shall be chartered by

the county conmmi ssion upon this act becoming |aw. The

authority shall adopt and inplenent a health care plan for

i ndigent health care services. Until such tine as the

authority is created, the funds provided for in subparagraph

(d)2. shall be placed in a restricted account set aside from

ot her county funds and not disbursed by the county for any

ot her pur pose.

1. The plan shall divide the county into a m ni nrum of

four and naxi mum of six service areas, with no nore than one

partici pant hospital per service area. The county public

general hospital shall be designated as the provider for one

of the service areas. Services shall be provided through

participants' primary acute care facility.

2. The plan and subsequent anendnents to it shall fund

a broad range of health care services for both indigent

persons and the nedically poor, including, but not limted to,

primary care, preventive care, hospital energency room care

and hospital care. \Where consistent with these objectives, the

pl an shall include, without limtation, services rendered by

physicians, clinics, community hospitals, nental health

centers, and alternative delivery sites, as well as at | east

one regional referral hospital per service area. The plan

shal | provide that agreenents negoti ated between the authority

and providers will include rei nbursenment nethodol ogi es that

take into account the cost of services rendered to eligible

patients, recogni ze hospitals that render a di sproportionate

share of indigent care, provide other incentives to pronote

the delivery of charity care to draw down federal funds where
3
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appropriate, and require cost containnent, including, but not

limted to, case managenent. In no event shall such

rei mbursenent rates exceed the Medicaid rate. The pl an nust

al so provide that any hospitals owned and operated by

governnent entities on or after the effective date of this act

nmust, as a condition of receiving funds under this subsection

afford public access equal to that provided under s. 286.011

as to any neeting of the governing board the subject of which

i s budgeting resources for the retention of charity care, as

that termis defined in the rules of the Agency for Health

Care Administration. The plan shall also include innovative

heal th care prograns that provide cost-effective alternatives

to traditional nethods of service and delivery funding.

2. The plan's benefits shall be nade available to al

county residents currently eligible to receive health care

services as indigents or nedically poor as defined in

par agraph (4)(d).

3. Eligible residents who participate in the health

care plan shall receive coverage for a period of 12 nonths or

the period extending fromthe tine of enrollnent to the end of

the current fiscal year, per enroll nent period, whichever is

| ess.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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