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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 728

By Senat or Saunders

25-589- 00 See HB 199
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to transportation | ocal
incentives; providing legislative intent;
providi ng a fundi ng nechani sm providing a
procedure for the award of matching funds to
qgual i fying counties that are nmaking a
significant contribution to the overall state
hi ghway system providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Local incentives; state matching funds for

| ocal transportation projects.--

(1) It is the finding of the Legislature that:

(a) The devel opnent of a county-owned roadway system

t hat enhances or supports the state highway systemis in the

best interests of the citizens of Florida and benefits the

entire statewide transportati on system

(b) County governnents which take advantage of | oca

fundi ng options for transportation are enhancing the statew de

transportati on system

The Legislature further finds and declares that the state

shoul d provide incentives for those counties that are naking a

significant contribution to the overall state hi ghway system

by establishing a statewide matchi ng fund programthat woul d

nmake noneys avail able fromthe Departnent of Transportation to

counties with qualifying projects.

(2) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of section

215.20(1), Florida Statutes, the service charge provi ded for
by section 215.20(1), Florida Statutes, which is deducted from
1
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the proceeds of the taxes distributed pursuant to sections
206. 606, 206.608, 206.9845, 207.026, 212.0501, 212.0606,

319. 32(5), and 320.072(4), Florida Statutes, shall be reduced
to 4 percent beginning July 1, 2001

(3) The noneys received annually by the Departnment of

Transportation fromthe reduction of the service charge
provided for in section 215.20(1), Florida Statutes, to 4
percent shall be allocated by the Departnent of Transportation

exclusively to provide funds for the | ocal transportation

i ncentive program

(4) Eligible counties nmay receive natching funds in

t he percentage anounts as set forth in subsection (11) for the

acqui sition of right-of-way, construction, design, and

engi neering of any project within the county, or nultiple

counties in the case of a joint application for matching funds

under this section, that woul d benefit or enhance the state

hi ghway system as defined in section 338.001, Florida

St at ut es.
(5) Any county requesting nmatching funds pursuant to

this section shall nmake an application to the Departnment of

Transportati on on or before August 1 and the departnent shal

act on such an application within 120 days after receipt of

the application by the departnment. The application shall be

on a form devel oped by the departnent and shall include, but

not be linmted to, the basis on which the project undertaken

by the county enhances the state hi ghway system cost

estimates for either engineering or construction costs, and a

schedul e of events, including the design and construction

timetable for the project.

(6) Nothing contained in the provisions of this

section shall prohibit any county from using natching funds on
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a state highway project and the use of such funds on a state

hi ghway project shall be presuned to benefit the state hi ghway

system for the purposes of application and qualification under

this section.

(7) Nothing contained in this section, nor shall any

proj ect constructed under the provisions of this section,

af fect any other funding nechani sns for the county or the

| ocal district of the Departnment of Transportation, and no

project funded pursuant to this section shall be substituted

for any project included in the 5-year work plan. It is the

intent of the Legislature that the incentive program provi ded

for inthis section be in addition to the nornmal funding

process for state projects in the county nmaking application

under this section

(8) |If a project is rejected by the departnent, such

rejection shall be in witing and detailed sufficiently to

informthe county as to the basis for such rejection and

further shall include | anguage fromthe departnent informng

the county as to what could nake the project acceptable or

| anguage which would clearly set forth why the project would

never qualify for matching funds under the provisions of this

secti on.
(9) The percentage of matching funds available to a

particular county for a specific project shall be cal cul ated

in accordance with the funding fornmula set forth in subsection

(11) and funding shall be provided based upon this fornula.

(10) The district secretary for the Departnent of

Transportation for the district in which the applicant resides

shall provide a witten analysis of the benefit of the project

to the state highway systemin that Departnent of

Transportation district.
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(11) Each county which adopts one or nore of the |l oca

transportati on funding options set forth in this section nay

apply to the Departnent of Transportation for matching funds.

The | ocal transportation funding options to be considered are

the 5-cent |ocal option gas tax; the optional 1-cent gas tax;

a county sales tax, a portion of which is dedicated to

transportation; and ad val oremtaxes, a portion of which is

dedicated to transportation and transportation inpact fees.
(a) Counties which have adopted both the 5-cent and
the 1-cent |ocal option gas taxes shall receive one point.

Counties that have spent during the 2-year period preceding

application for matching funds pursuant to this section an

average of 0.5 mlls of ad valoremtax on transportati on shal

receive one point and one-quarter point for each mll over

0.5. Counties that have dedi cated 0.25 percent of their |oca

sal es tax revenue to transportation shall receive one point

and one half point for each 0.25 percent in additional sales

tax revenue. Counties that enforce a transportation inpact fee

shal |l receive one-half of one point.

(b) Al counties that achieve a cumul ative score of

3.5 by utilization of the four identified |ocal funding

options shall receive matching funds of 30 percent on

qgual i fying projects. Counties that exceed the 3.5 cunul ative

score shall receive 40 percent matching funds. Counties that

achi eve a cunul ati ve score between 2.0 and 3.49 shall receive

20 percent matching funds.

(c) Based upon accunul ated points, the departnent

shall, after approval of the county's application, notify that

county the percentage of matching funds the county shal

gqualify for and if such funds are available and if the funds

are appropriated for the program
4
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(d) Counties may, in the application, subnit

docunentati on of other funds spent on transportation projects

not specified in the four local funding options identified in

this subsection. The departnment nay consi der these other

fundi ng sources and their associated revenue and assign up to

an additional 2 points for purposes of allocating the

percentage of matchi ng funds avail able under this section

(12) In the case of nore than one county submitting an

application for a joint project, the conbined points of the

counties so applying will deternine the matching anount for

the joint project.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Pr ovi des t hat intent of th ature to
r

it isth e Legi sl
provide incentives for those counties that are making a
significant contribution to the overall state hi ghway
syStem by establishing a state matching fund progranithat
nakes noneys avail ableé fromthe art nent of
Transportation to counties mnth qgual i fying projects.
Provi des a procedure for th appllcatlon and award of
mat chi ng funds. See bill fo I's
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