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1

2 An act relating to Pal m Harbor Special Fire

3 Control and Rescue District, a public municipa

4 corporation of the state of Florida in Pinellas

5 County; providing for the codification of

6 special laws relating to Pal m Harbor Speci al

7 Fire Control and Rescue District pursuant to s.

8 191. 015, F.S.; providing legislative intent;

9 anmendi ng, codi fying, and reenacting ch. 82-369,
10 Laws of Florida; ch. 84-512, Laws of Florida;
11 ch. 84-513, Laws of Florida; ch. 86-441, Laws
12 of Florida; ch. 88-477, Laws of Florida; and
13 ch. 95-469, Laws of Florida, relating to Palm
14 Har bor Special Fire Control and Rescue
15 District; providing for repeal of prior special
16 acts related to Pal m Harbor Special Fire
17 Control and Rescue District; providing for
18 creation and District boundaries; providing for
19 status and purpose; providing for the anendnent
20 of the charter; providing for expansion of
21 boundari es; providing for the governing body;
22 provi di ng power and duties; providing for the
23 el ection of the board of conmi ssioners;

24 providing taxing authority for special

25 assessnents; providing for ad val oremtaxes;

26 providing for revenue and debts; providing for

27 district funds; providing for duties of the

28 board; providing for policies and regul ati ons;

29 providing for public disclosure; providing for

30 di ssol uti on and annexation of the district;

31 providi ng definitions; providing inpact fees;
1
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provi di ng application; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Intent.--Pursuant to section 191. 015,

Fl orida Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of al

special acts relating to PalmHarbor Special Fire Control and

Rescue District. It is the intent of the legislature in

enacting this law to provide a single, conprehensive special

act charter for the District including all current |egislative

authority granted to the District by its several |egislative

enactnents and any additional authority granted by this act.

It is further the intent of this act to preserve all District

authority, including the authority to annually assess and | evy

agai nst the taxable property in the District a tax not to

exceed 2 mlls on the dollar of assessed val uation, except as

provided in chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as it may be

amended fromtine to tine.

Section 2. Codification.--Chapters 82-369, 84-512,
84-513, 86-441,88-477, and 95-469, Laws of Florida, relating
to Pal m Harbor Special Fire Control and Rescue District are

anended, codified, reenacted, and repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The Pal m Harbor Fire Control and Rescue
District is re-created and the charter for such District is
re-created and reenacted to read:

Section 1. Creation; boundaries.--Al of the | ands

herei nafter described shall be incorporated into a special

fire control District, which shall be a public nunicipa

corporation, having the powers and duties herein set forth,

under the nane of "Pal m Harbor Special Fire Control and Rescue

2
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1| District," hereinafter referred to as the District. The | ands
2| so incorporated are described as foll ows:

3
4 Begin at the intersection of the centerline of
5 the Intercoastal Waterway and the westerly
6 extension of the centerline of Kl osternman Road.
7 Thence run East by the Centerline of Kl osternman
8 Road and the westerly extension thereof to the
9 West 1/4 corner of Section 19, Township 27
10 South, Range 16 east; thence S. 0°14' 32" E
11 al ong the West line of said Section 19, 1333. 85
12 feet to the Southwest corner of Lot 56, Tanpa
13 and Tar pon Springs Land Conpany Sub. as
14 recorded in Plat Book Hl Page 116 of the
15 official records of Hillshorough County, of
16 which Pinellas County was fornerly a part;
17 thence S. 87°48' 12" E. along the South Line of
18 Lots 56 and 52 of said subdivision, 1740.84
19 feet; thence N. 0°33' 31" W along the Southerly
20 extension of the East line of Lot 51 of said
21 subdi vi sion and the East Line of Lot 51
22 1385.80 feet to the East and est. centerline of
23 said Section 19, said centerline also being the
24 centerline of Kl osterman Road; thence run East
25 by the centerline of Kl osterman Road and the
26 Easterly extension thereof to the center of
27 Lake Tar pon; thence southeasterly through the
28 wat ers of Lake Tarpon and the Lake Tarpon
29 Qutfall Canal to the centerline of Curlew Rd.
30 (S.R 586); thence West by the centerline of
31 Curlew Rd. (S.R 586) to a point on the
3
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North-South centerline of the Northwest 1/4 of
Section 14, Township 28 South, Range 15 East;
thence North by the North-South centerline of
the Northwest 1/4 of said Section 14 to the
North Section |line of said Section 14; thence

West on said section |ine and conti nui ng Wst
on the North Section line of Section 15,
Townshi p 28 South, Range 15 East to the
centerline of the Intercoastal Waterway; thence

North on said centerline of the I|Intercoastal

Waterway to the Point of Beginning.

Section 2. Status and purpose. --The Pal m Har bor

Special Fire Control and Rescue District, an independent

special district, is organi zed and exists for all purposes set

forth in this act and chapter 191, Florida Statutes.

Section 3. Creation; anendnent of charter.--The

District was created by special act of the Legislature in

1961. Its charter may be anended only by special act of the

Legi sl at ure.

Section 4. Expansion of boundaries.--The corporate

limts may be extended and enlarged fromtine to tinme pursuant

to the foll owi ng procedure:

(1)(a) A definitely described tract of land |ying

contiguous to the boundaries of the District described in

section 1, or as the sane may fromtine to tine exist, or one

or nore tracts of land |lying contiguous to the boundaries, or

one or nore tracts of land |lying contiguous to each other with

one of the tracts |lying contiguous to the boundaries of the

District, may be included in the District when a witten

petition for inclusion signed by a najority of the owners of

4
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the real property within the tract or tracts to be included in

the District has been presented to the board of conmi ssioners

and the proposal has been approved by the affirnmative vote of

no fewer than three nenbers of the board of conm ssioners at a

regul ar neeting.

(b) The petition nust contain the | egal description of

the property sought to be added to the District and the nanes

and addresses of the owners of the property.

(2) |If a proposal to add an area to the District as

defined in subsection (1) is approved by the affirmative vote

of no fewer than three nenbers of the board of comm ssioners

at a reqgular neeting, the board of conm ssioners shal

thereafter adopt a resolution describing the |ands to be

included within the District and shall cause such resol ution

to be duly enrolled in the record of the neeting and a

certified copy of the resolution to be recorded in the Ofice
of the derk of the Circuit Court in Pinellas County.
(3) Upon adoption of the resolution by the board, the

District shall, pursuant to chapter 191, Florida Statutes,

request its legislative del egati on approve said addition and

sponsor | egislation anending the District boundary. Upon

approval by the Legislature the boundary shall be anended.

Section 5. Governing body. --

(1) The business and affairs of the District shall be

conducted and adnini stered by the Board of Conmi ssioners of

t he Pal m Harbor Special Fire Control and Rescue District, to

be elected as provided in chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as it

may be anended fromtinme to tine.

(2) Each conmissioner, within 30 days after assum ng

office, shall execute with a qualified corporate surety a good

and sufficient bond to be approved by the Cerk of the Crcuit

5
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Court of Pinellas County, in the sumof $5,000, payable to the

Governor of the State of Florida for the benefit of the

District, conditioned upon the comrissioner's faithfu

perfornmance of his or her duties, as provided in chapter 191,

Florida Statutes, as it may be anended fromtine to tine. A

prem uns for each surety on all such bonds shall be paid from
the funds of the District.
(3) Effective upon the second Tuesday follow ng the

next regular county election at which a board of conmi ssioners

is el ected, each conmm ssioner shall receive fromthe funds of

the District conpensation for his or her services in the

amount of $200 per nonth. Authorization for any additiona

conpensation shall be pursuant to chapter 191, Florida

Statutes, as it nay be anended fromtinme to tine.

Section 6. Powers and duti es. --

(1) The District shall hold all general and speci al

powers, functions, and duties set forth in this act and in

chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, as they nmay be anended

fromtine to tine, including, but not limted to, ad val orem

taxation, bond issuance, other revenue-raising capabilities,

budget preparation and approval, liens and forecl osure of

liens, use of tax deeds and tax certificates as appropriate

for non-ad val orem assessnments, and contractual agreenents.

The District may be financed by any nethod established in this

act, chapter 189 or 191, Florida Statutes, or any other

appl i cabl e general or special |law, as they nay be anended from

tinme to tine.

(2) The nethods for assessing and col |l ecting non-ad

val orem assessnments, fees, or service charges shall be as set
forth in chapters 170, 189, 191, and 197, Florida Statutes, as
they nay be anended fromtine to tine.
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(3) The District's planning requirenents shall be as
set forth in this act and chapters 189 and 191, Florida
Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(4) The District's geographic boundary linitations

shall be as set forth in this act.

Section 7. El ecti on of Board of Conmi ssioners. --

(1) Each of the five conmi ssioners shall hold his or

her respective seat on the Board of Conm ssioners of the Palm

Har bor Special Fire Control and Rescue District for a term of

4 years and shall be elected by najority vote of the qualified

el ectors of the District voting at a general county el ection

provided that the conmi ssioners holding seats on the effective

date of this act shall continue to hold their respective seats

for the remainder of their terns or until their successors are

el ected and qualified, whichever occurs first. Any

conm ssioner may be a candidate to succeed hinself or herself.

Vacanci es shall be filled as provided in paragraph (3)(h).

(2) Voting for conmi ssioners shall be Districtw de and

nonparti san.

(3)(a) Al conmissioners nmust be qualified electors

within the District and nust reside within the District.

(b) |If any conmissioner ceases to reside anywhere

within the District, resigns his or her seat, or is renoved

fromoffice, his or her seat shall be declared vacant, he or

she shall be disqualified fromfurther service for the

remai nder of his or her unexpired term and the renmining

conm ssi oners, even though they be | ess than a quorum shal

el ect a successor to fill the unexpired termof the seat

vacated, pursuant to the tinme requirenents of section 114. 04,

Fl ori da St at ut es.
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(4) Each conmi ssi oner, whenever elected, shall begin

his or her termof office on the second Tuesday following his

or her election, pursuant to section 100.041(4), Florida

Statutes, and shall hold office until his or her successor is

el ected and qualified, unless he or she ceases to be

gualified, resigns, or is renoved fromoffice. Any resignation

by a commi ssioner of his or her seat shall be accepted.

(5) Al candidates shall qualify for el ection pursuant

to applicable requirenents of chapters 189 and 191, Florida

St at ut es.
(6) The nanes of all candidates qualifying for

election to a seat on the board of conm ssioners shall be

included, in such a way as to clearly indicate the respective

seat for which each qualified candidate is running, on the

ball ot or voting nmachines provided for use in the District

along with the candidates for county office at each regul ar

county el ecti on.

(7) Any expenses of holding elections for comn ssion

seats at the regular county elections shall be paid for out of

the funds of the District if required by proper authority.

(8) In the event only one candidate for any one

particul ar seat on the board of commi ssioners has qualified

for election by the deadline for qualifying, the board of

conmi ssioners shall forthwith by resolution declare such a

candi date to have been duly elected to fill the respective

seat or seats without the necessity of holding an el ection as

ot herwi se provided in this section

Section 8. Taxing authority for special assessnents.--

(1) The District may | evy special assessnents agai nst

the assessable real estate situated in the District, including

honest ead property otherw se exenpt fromtaxation, to provide

8
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1| funds for the purposes of the District. In so doing, the

2| District shall establish a schedul e of Iand-use

3| classifications and a special assessnent for each | and use

4| classified. The schedule of land-use classifications shall be
5| established in the nanner prescribed in subsection (2) of this
6 | section.

7 (2) The Board of Conmi ssioners of the Pal m Harbor

8| Special Fire Control and Rescue District shall fix an

9 | assessnent schedul e, indicating | and-use cl assifications and
10 | the applicabl e assessnent rate for each | and use cl assifi ed,
11| by resolution, or subsequent to April 1 of each year. If the
12 | assessnment schedul e contains no new | and-use cl assification

13| and no increases in the rate of assessnent, the assessnent

14 | shall be effective for the next cal endar year subsequent to

15| the passage of the resolution without the necessity of a

16 | referendum If, however, the assessnent schedul e contains any
17 | new | and-use classification or any increase in the assessnent
18 | rate of any | and-use classified, the board of comm ssioners

19 | shall subnit their resolution to the electors residing in the
20| District in accordance with law, and if a majority of electors
21| voting in such a referendum el ecti on approve, the assessnent
22 | schedul e shall be effective for the next cal endar year
23 | subsequent to the referendum
24 (3) The board of conmissioners of the District shall
25| on or before Septenber 10 of each year, prepare and conplete a
26 | speci al assessnent roll showi ng the assessnent rate for each
27 | parcel of real estate situated in the District.
28 (4) The board of conmi ssioners may, in any year, by
29 | resol ution, change the date on which the assessnent schedul e
30]|is to be fixed and the date on which the final assessnent rol
31| is to be adopted, provided that, in the event of any such

9
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change of date, the board shall cause a notice to be published

in a newspaper in Pinellas County, one tine, said notice to be

published at |east 10 days prior to the date on which it is

proposed to fix the rate of assessnent.

(5) Any property owner in the District may, during the

peri od between Novenber 5 and Novenber 15 of any year, file

protest in witing with the board of conmi ssioners agai nst the

assessnent paid by himor her and appear before the board in

support of such protest. The board shall hold such neetings as

may be necessary followi ng said period to consider any such

protest and to nmake any such adjustnent, refund, or denial as

it my deternine fair, equitable, and proper

Section 9. Ad val oremtaxes.--
(1) The Board of Conmi ssioners of the Pal m Harbor
Special Fire Control and Rescue District shall have the

authority to levy ad val oremtaxes against all taxable

property within the District to provide funds for the purposes

of the District.

(2) The levy of ad valoremtaxes shall proceed

pursuant to general law. The rate of taxation shall be fixed

annually by resolution of the board and shall not exceed 2.0

mlls except as provided by chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as

it may be anended fromtine to tine.

Section 10. Revenues and debts. - -

(1) The revenue and funds of the District shall be

deposited in the nanme of the District in a bank or banks

aut hori zed to receive deposits of county funds, which bank or

banks shall be designated by resolution of the board of

conm ssi oners. The designation of such bank or banks and the

deposit of funds therein shall be by the exercise of due care

and diligence on the part of the board of comni ssioners for

10
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t he saf ekeeping of said funds. No funds of the District shal

be paid out or disbursed except by check

(2)(a) The board of comm ssioners shall have the power

and authority to borrow noney for the purposes of the District

pursuant to this act and chapter 191, Florida Statutes, and

may pl edge as security for the paynent of such | oan

collections on said roll and pursuant thereto shall have the

power and authority to issue bonds or give tax anticipation

notes, which shall be the sole security for any such | oan

except where real property is purchased and a nortgage is

gi ven, subject to referendum approval where required by the

constitution, to secure the purchase.

(b) Neither the District nor the commi ssioners shal

be collectively or individually liable for any such | oan, or

any part thereof, and in the event of such pledge, it shall be

the duty of the conmi ssioners, upon collection of the ad

valoremtax roll so pledged, to apply the first proceeds

thereof to the paynent of the |oan for which such ad val orem

tax roll or lien was pledged until full paynent of the loan is

made.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (a), the

conmm ssi oners shall not create indebtedness or incur

obligations for any sumor anpunt which the board is unable to

pay out of District funds then in its hands, provided,

however, that this paragraph shall not be construed to

prohi bit the purchasing of essential equi pnent and apparat us

under rental -purchase or retain title contracts in which the

equi pnent or apparatus, and/or tax anticipation certificates,

constitute the sole security for the renmining bal ance due on

t he purchase price thereof.

11
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Section 11. District funds.--No funds of the District
shal | be used for any purpose other than the follow ng, as the

board nay deternine to be in the best interests of the
District:
(1) The administration of the affairs and busi ness of

the District relating to fire control and energency nedica

services pursuant to this act or chapter 191, Florida

Statutes, as it nay be anended fromtine to tineg;

(2) The construction, care, nmintenance, upkeep

operation, |ease, and purchase of stations, equi pnent, and

real property;

(3) The installation of fire hydrants and water |ines;

(4) The paynent of public utilities, such as electric

lights and water; and

(5) The paynent of salaries to commissioners, a fire

chief, and one or nore personnel to performthe duties of the

District, the paynent of expenses as approved by the board of

conm ssioners, and the exercise of the powers of the District

shall be only for the purposes of providing services,

equi pnent, and facilities for fire protection and contro

within the District as defined herein and anended by

i nterlocal agreenent, and no expenditures by the District

shal| be made except as shall relate to such purpose

Section 12. Duties of board of comm ssioners; policies

and regul ations. --

(1) The officers of the board of commi ssioners shal

have the duties usually pertaining to, vested in, and

i ncunbent upon like officers. A record shall be kept of al

neetings of the board of comm ssioners, and in such neetings

the concurrence of a mpjority of the conmissioners in

attendance shall be necessary to any affirmative action by the

12
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board, provided that no action shall be taken by the board of

conm ssioners unless a quorum of comm ssioners is present, a

guorum bei ng defined as three or nore conm ssioners.

(2) The board of conm ssioners may adopt such

policies, and regul ati ons, and ordinances as it nmay deem

necessary to carry out the transaction of its business and the

provisions of this act. The board shall have the right, power,

and authority to enact and enforce a fire prevention ordi nance

in the same manner that other ordi nances of the District are

adopt ed.
(3) The board of conmi ssioners shall adopt uniform

ordi nance procedures. Odi nances shall be signed, dated, and

recorded with the clerk of the court of Pinellas County, and

publ i shed as provided by Florida | aw. O di nances shall be

effective after publication, which constitutes |egal notice of

sane.

(4) The board may specify, by rule, civil penalties

for violations of such ordinances and a maximumdaily fine of

$1, 000.

(5) In any civil action brought by the Pal m Harbor

Special Fire Control and Rescue District to enforce the

provisions of its charter or its duly enacted ordi nances,

including, but not limted to, actions brought to collect

fees, taxes, or other npneys owed to the Pal m Harbor Speci al

Fire Control and Rescue District, the party in whose favor a

judgnent or decree has been rendered nay recover reasonable

court costs and attorney's fees fromthe nonprevailing party.

Section 13. Public disclosure.--Requirenents for

financial disclosure, neeting notices, reporting, public

records nmi ntenance, and per di em expenses for officers and

enpl oyees shall be as set forth in chapters 112, 119, 189,

13

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




ENRCLLED

2000 Legislature HB 795, First Engrossed
1| 191, and 286, Florida Statutes, as they may be anended from
2|tinme to tine.

3 Section 14. Dissolution and annexation of District.--
4 (1) The special fire control District shall exist
5] until dissolved by law. Should any nunicipality, city,
6| village, town, or other fire control District, or any other
7 | muni ci pal corporation, annex or cause to be annexed to its
8| territorial limts any part or portion of land included in the
9| District, said fire control District shall continue as the
10| sole taxing authority for fire control purposes. However, this
11 | shall not preclude an interlocal agreenent between the entity
12 | initiating the annexation and the District, as it relates to
13| fire control
14 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision of |aw, no
15| nunicipality in Pinellas County nay annex any unincor porated
16 | territory situated on the effective date of this act within
17 | the boundaries of the Pal m Harbor Special Fire Control and
18 | Rescue District unless the annexation of such territory by the
19 | nunicipality is first approved by the board of county
20 | conmi ssioners of Pinellas County.
21 Section 15. Definitions.--For purposes of this act,
22 | unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se, the word
23 |"District" nmeans the Pal m Harbor Special Fire Control and
24 | Rescue District hereby established, and the terns "board,"
25 |I"comm ssioners," and "board of conm ssioners" nean the Board
26 | of Conmi ssioners of the Pal m Harbor Special Fire Control and
27 | Rescue District as created and organized in this act.
28 Section 16. |npact fees.--
29 (1) It is hereby declared that the cost of new
30| facilities for fire protection service within the Pal m Harbor
31| Special Fire Control and Rescue District should be borne by

14
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new users of the District services to the extent new

construction requires new facilities, but only to that extent.

It is the legislative intent of this section to transfer to

the new user of the District's services a fair share of the

costs that new users inpose on the District for new

facilities.
(2) The District is authorized to inpose inpact fees

for new construction within the District. The board of

comm ssioners of the District shall set the anount of such

fees by resol ution.

(3) No person shall issue or obtain a building permt

for newresidential dwelling units or new comercial or

i ndustrial structures within the District, or issue or obtain

construction plan approval for new nobile hone devel opnents

| ocated within the District, until the devel oper thereof has

pai d any applicable inpact fee to the District or its

aut hori zed representative; however, under no circunstances

shall a failure to collect said fees before i ssuance of a

buil ding pernmit be construed as a wai ver of said fees by the
District.
(4) The inpact fees collected by the District pursuant

to this section shall be kept as a separate fund from ot her

revenues of the District and shall be used exclusively for the

acqui sition, purchase, or construction of new facilities or

portions thereof required to provide fire protection services

to new construction. "New facilities" neans buil di ngs and

capital equiprment, including, but not limted to, fire

vehi cl es and radio-tel enetry equi pnent. Said fees shall not

be used for the acquisition, purchase, or construction of

facilities which nust be obtained in any event, regardl ess of

growh within the district. The board of commi ssi oners shal

15
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1| maintain adequate records to ensure that inpact fees are
2 | expended only for pernissible new facilities.
3 Section 4. Chapters 82-369, 84-512, 84-513, 85-489,
4| 86-441, 88-477, and 95-469, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.
5 Section 5. In the event any section or provision of
6| this act is determned to be invalid or unenforceabl e, such
7 | deternmination shall not affect the validity of or
8 | enforceability of each other section and provision of this
9] act.
10 Section 6. In the event of a conflict of the
11| provisions of this act with the provisions of any other act
12 | the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of such
13 | conflict.
14 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
15| I aw
16
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