CS for CS for CS for SB's 852, 2 & 46 Thi rd Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to school safety and student
3 di sci pline; amending s. 228.041, F.S.; revising
4 the definition of suspension; anending s.
5 229.57, F.S.; revising data used to deternmine a
6 school 's performance grade category; creating
7 S. 229.8347, F.S.; relating to a Partnership
8 for School Safety and Security; creating an
9 el ectroni ¢ cl earinghouse; providing for
10 nmenber shi p; providing for a report; anending s.
11 230.23, F.S.; revising information required to
12 be included in the student code of conduct;
13 conbi ning and clarifying provisions relating to
14 student possession of a weapon; requiring the
15 di strict code of student conduct to include
16 certain notice relating to expul sion for naking
17 a threat or false report; defining the term
18 "school -wi thin-a-school"; requiring district
19 school boards to address the availability of
20 speci fi ed student support services
21 prof essi onal s; anendi ng and redesi gnhating s.
22 235.14, F.S.; specifying types of drills and
23 energenci es for which district school boards
24 are required to devel op procedures; requiring
25 di strict school boards to establish node
26 ener gency nmanagenent and energency preparedness
27 procedures; anending s. 230.23015, F. S
28 relating to disciplinary action for violation
29 of s. 784.081, F.S.; providing a
30 cross-reference; anending s. 230.23025, F.S.
31 requiring best financial nanagenent practices
1
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1 to address school safety and security; creating

2 s. 230.23145, F.S.; establishing a pilot

3 programto provide clerical assistance to

4 gui dance counsel ors; providing eligibility

5 requirements for district participation

6 providing for the selection of districts to

7 participate; anending s. 230.235, F.S.

8 speci fying offenses for which a student will be

9 expelled for 1 year, and referred for crimna
10 prosecution, under district school board zero
11 tol erance for crine policies; authorizing
12 assignnent to certain alternative prograns;
13 providing a cross reference relating to
14 students with disabilities; creating s.
15 231.0851, F.S., relating to reports of schoo
16 safety and discipline; requiring principals to
17 use standardi zed forns and devel op a plan
18 requiring the state board to adopt a form by
19 rule; requiring the departnment to establish a
20 safety nechanism requiring the departnment to
21 establish a safety instrunent; anending s.
22 232.17, F.S.; requiring principals to notify
23 certain persons that specified students are
24 exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance;
25 clarifying authorization for intervention
26 through a truancy petition; providing for
27 procedures of portfolio review by a hone
28 education review committee of a parent whose
29 child has been identified as exhibiting a
30 pattern of nonattendance who enrolls in a hone
31 educati on program providing penalties for

2
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1 nonconpl i ance; anending s. 232.24521, F.S.
2 prohi biting attendance from being used to
3 provi de an exenption from any acadenic
4 requi renment; anending s. 232.25, F.S., relating
5 to control of pupils; anending s. 232.26, F. S
6 speci fying that expulsion of a student with a
7 disability nmust be nmade pursuant to state board
8 rule; amending s. 232.27, F.S.; authorizing
9 teachers or other instructional personnel to
10 have di sobedi ent and di srespectful students
11 tenmporarily renoved fromthe classroomand to
12 have certain students directed for information
13 or assistance from appropriate personnel
14 anending s. 232.271, F.S.; revising the
15 behavi or considered to be cause for teacher
16 renoval of students; renpving obsol ete | anguage
17 relating to a study and a report; anending s.
18 232.275, F.S.; prohibiting certain schoo
19 personnel frombeing held civilly or crimnally
20 liable for the exercise of authority provided
21 by certain provisions of law, creating s.
22 234.0215, F.S.; requiring a school safety
23 transportation plan; creating s. 235.192, F. S
24 relating to the coordination of school safety
25 information; requiring the provision of copies
26 of educational facility floorplans and ot her
27 rel evant docunents to specific agencies;
28 creating s. 235.2157, F.S.; providing
29 | egislative findings; defining the term"snal
30 school "; requiring the construction of only
31 smal | schools after a certain date; requiring
3
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1 smal | schools to conply with racial bal ance

2 requi renments; providing an exception; anendi ng
3 S. 984.03, F.S.; revising the definition of

4 "truancy petition"; anmending s. 984.13, F.S.

5 enabling a | aw enforcenent officer to take into
6 custody a child who is suspended or expelled

7 and who is not in the presence of his or her

8 parent or |egal guardian; revising the

9 definition of "school systent; anending s.
10 984. 151, F.S.; revising requirenents for filing
11 a truancy petition; requiring the issuance of a
12 summons; providing for use of contenpt powers;
13 anending s. 414.125, F.S.; revising criteria
14 for reduction of tenporary cash assi stance;
15 anmending s. 234.01, F.S.; authorizing
16 transportati on of additional students subjected
17 to hazardous wal ki ng conditions; anending s.

18 234.021, F.S., relating to hazardous wal ki ng

19 conditions; requiring a hazardous wal ki ng
20 condition to be inspected by a representative
21 of the county sheriff and a representative of
22 the local safety council, if a safety counci
23 exists in the county; providing for a wal ki ng
24 condition to be determ ned hazardous based on
25 the guidelines of this section or based on
26 findi ngs upon inspection; revising guidelines
27 for determ ning hazardous wal ki ng condi ti ons;
28 anending s. 236.083, F.S.; providing funds for
29 the transportation of additional students
30 transported by reason of being subjected to
31

4
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hazar dous wal ki ng conditions; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (25) of section
228.041, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

228.041 Definitions.--Specific definitions shall be as
foll ows, and wherever such defined words or terns are used in
the Florida School Code, they shall be used as foll ows:

(25) SUSPENSI ON. - -

(a) Suspension, also referred to as out-of-schoo
suspension, is the tenporary renoval of a student from al
cl asses of instruction on public school grounds and all other
school - sponsored activities, except as authorized by the
principal or the principal's designee, for a period not to
exceed 10 school days and renandi ng of the student to the

custody of the student's parent with specific honmework

assignnents for the student to conplete.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section
229.57, Florida Statutes, is anmnended to read:

229.57 Student assessnent program --

(8) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE
CATEGORI ES. - - School perfornmance grade category designations
item zed in subsection (7) shall be based on the foll ow ng

(a) Tinmefranes.--

1. School performance grade category designations
shal | be based on one school year of perfornance.

2. In school years 1998-1999 and 1999- 2000, a school's
perfornmance grade category designation shall be determ ned by
t he student achi evenent | evels on the FCAT, and on ot her

5
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1| appropriate performance data, including, but not limted to,
2 | attendance, dropout rate, school discipline data, and student
3 | readiness for college, in accordance with state board rul e.

4 3. | n Beginning—w-th the 2000- 2001 school year, a

5| school's perfornance grade category designation shall be based
6 | on a conbi nati on of student achi evenent scores as neasured by
7 | the FCAT, on the degree of neasured | earning gains of the

8 | students, and on other appropriate performance data,

9| including, but not |linited to, attendance~dropout rater

10 | sehoeol—diseirpHne—data—and student readi ness for coll ege.

11 4. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year and

12 | thereafter, a school's perfornmance grade category designation
13 | shall be based on student |earning gains as neasured by annua
14 | FCAT assessnents in grades 3 through 10, and on ot her

15 | appropriate performance data, including, but not limted to,
16 | attendance—dropout rate, seheot—disecipHne—data,cohort

17 | graduation rate, and student readi ness for coll ege.

18

Section 3. Section 229.8347, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

w
=

6
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1 229.8347 Partnership for School Safety and Security.--
2 (1) CREATION AND DUTIES. --There is created a
3| Partnership for School Safety and Security to performthe
4] follow ng responsibilities:
5 (a) Evaluate school safety and security programs and
6 | strategies, based on controlled scientific research; reconrend
7] information to be included in the el ectronic clearinghouse of
8 | safety and security information; and make recommendati ons for
9]inclusion in the clearinghouse of safety and security
10| information and to the Legislature for funding school safety
11| and security prograns.
12 (b) Create an el ectronic clearinghouse of safety and
13 | security information that includes best practices, nodel
14 | prograns, and construction prototypes that are conpatible with
15| the requirenents for frugal schools.
16 (c) Assess the extent to which best practices for
17 | school safety and security are being foll owed, including, but
18| not linmted to, best practices for schools with student
19 | participation in planning and i npl enenting vi ol ence prevention
20 | and other student efforts that contribute to school safety;
21| placing and training new teachers; providing incentives for
22 | teachers of denonstrated nastery to remain in or transfer to
23| |l ow perfornm ng schools; providing incentives for teachers
24 | based on their willingness to teach at schools that serve
25| l owincone areas; and providing support systens, such as
26 | nentors or specialized training, for teachers who are willing
27| to teach in schools that serve | arge popul ati ons of students
28 | fromlowincone fanlies.
29 (d) Train and offer technical assistance to schoo
30| district staff and others on howto create a safe schoo
31 | environnent.
7
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(e) Foster coordination among schools, |aw enforcenent

personnel, and cri si s-nmnagenent teans.

(2) ORGAN ZATI ON; MEMBERSHI P; MEETI NGS; COVPENSATI ON
AND TRAVEL EXPENSES; BUDCET.--The partnership is an
i ndependent, nonpartisan body that is assignhed to the

Departnent of Education for adnministrative purposes. The

partnership shall be conposed of 11 nenbers who are appointed

by the Governor and confirnmed by the Senate. Three nenbers

nmust be consuners who are not, and never have been, providers

of school safety or security services.

(a) Menbers shall be appointed to 4-year, staggered

terns of office.

(b) The partnership shall annually el ect a chairperson

and vice chairperson fromanong its nenbers.

(c) The partnership shall neet at | east once each year

and the chairperson or a quorum of the nenbers of the

partnership may call additional neetings as often as necessary

to transact business. A nmpjority of the nenbership constitutes

a quorum and the vote of a mpjority of the quorumis

necessary to take official action or conduct official business

of the partnership. The position of any nmenber who has three

consecutive, unexcused absences or who is absent for 50

percent or nore of the partnership's neetings within any

12-month period shall be considered vacant.

(d) A vacancy on the partnership shall be filled in

the sanme nanner as the original appointnent. Any appoi nt ment

to fill a vacancy shall be only for the reminder of the

unexpired term

(e) Menbers of the partnership shall serve w thout

conpensation, but are entitled to rei nbursenent for per diem

and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their

8
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duties as provided ins. 112.061, and are entitled to

rei mbursenent for other reasonable, necessary, and actua

expenses.
(3) BUDGET.--The partnership shall have a budget and
shall be funded to the extent provided for in the Genera

Appr opri ations Act.
(4) ANNUAL REPCRT. --The partnership shall subnit an
annual report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, the ninority

| eaders of the Senate and House of Representatives, and the

Conmi ssi oner of Education. The report nmust contain an

i ndependent anal ysis of best practices for school safety and

security in the state; a summary of progranms eval uated; a

summary of progress nade in devel opi ng, maintaining, and

refining the el ectronic clearinghouse of safety and security

i nformati on; and recommendations for |egislative changes or

budget requests.

Section 4. Paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection (6) of
section 230.23, Florida Statutes, are anended, subsection (20)
of said section is renunbered as subsection (22), and new
subsections (20) and (21) are added to said section, and
section 235.14, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph
(f) of subsection (6) of said section and anended, to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(6) CHI LD WELFARE. --Provide for the proper accounting
for all children of school age, for the attendance and contro
of pupils at school, and for proper attention to health,
safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of children
inthe following fields, as prescribed in chapter 232.

9
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1 (d) Code of student conduct.--Adopt a code of student
2 | conduct for elenentary schools and a code of student conduct
3| for secondary schools and distribute the appropriate code to
4] all teachers, school personnel, students, and parents or
5| guardi ans, at the begi nning of every school year. Each code
6 | shall be organized and witten in |anguage that whieh is
7 | understandabl e to students and parents and shall be di scussed
8 | at the begi nning of every school year in student classes,
9 | school advisory council neetings eeunhetts, and parent and
10 | teacher associ ati on neeti ngs assectations. Each code shall be
11 | based on the rul es governing student conduct and discipline
12 | adopted by the district school board and shall be nade
13 | available in the student handbook or simlar publication. Each
14 | code shall include, but not be limted to:
15 1. Consistent policies and specific grounds for
16 | di sciplinary action, including in-school suspension
17 | out - of -school suspension, expul sion, and any disciplinary
18 | action that may be inposed for the possession or use of
19 | al cohol on school property or while attending a schoo
20| function or for the illegal use, sale, or possession of
21| controll ed substances as defined in chapter 893.
22 2. Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
23 | discipline, including corporal punishnent.
24 3. An explanation of the responsibilities and rights
25| of students with regard to attendance, respect for persons and
26 | property, know edge and observation of rules of conduct, the
27 | right to learn, free speech and student publications,
28 | assenbly, privacy, and participation in school progranms and
29 | activities.
30 4. Notice that illegal use, possession, or sale of
31| controll ed substances, as defined in chapter 893, or

10
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possessi on of electronic tel ephone pagers, by any student
whi |l e such student is upon school property or in attendance at
a school function is grounds for disciplinary action by the
school and may also result in crimnal penalties being

i mposed.

5. Notice that the possession of a firearm a knife,
or a weapon,—er—an—t+temwhich—canbeused—as—a—weapen by any
student while the student is on school property or in
attendance at a school function is grounds for disciplinary
action and may also result in crinminal prosecution

6. Notice that violence against any school district
personnel by a student is grounds for in-school suspension
out - of - school suspension, expul sion, or inposition of other
di sciplinary action by the school and may al so result in
crimnal penalties being inposed.

7. Notice that violation of district school board
transportation policies, including disruptive behavior on a
school bus or at a school bus stop, by a student is grounds
for suspension of the student's privilege of riding on a
school bus and may be grounds for disciplinary action by the
school and may also result in crimnal penalties being
i mposed.

8. Notice that violation of the district schoo
board' s sexual harassnent policy by a student is grounds for
i n-school suspension, out-of-school suspension, expulsion, or
i mposition of other disciplinary action by the school and nay
also result in crinmnal penalties being inposed.

9. Policies to be followed for the assignment of
violent or disruptive students to an alternative educati ona
program

11
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1 10. Notice that any student who is determ ned to have
2 | brought a firearmor weapon, as defined in chapter 790 18
3| B=S€—s—92%, to school, to any school function, or onto en
4 | any school -sponsored transportation will be expelled, with or
5| without continuing educational services, fromthe student's
6 | regul ar school for a period of not less than 1 full year and
7| referred for crimnal prosecution. District school boards may
8 | assign the student to a disciplinary programor second chance
9 | school for the purpose of continuing educational services
10 | during the period of expulsion. Superintendents nay consi der
11| the 1l-year expul sion requirenent on a case-by-case basis and
12 | request the district school board to nodify the requirement by
13 | assigning the student to a disciplinary program or second
14 | chance school if it is determined to be in the best interest
15| of the student and the school system
16 11. Notice that any student who is determ ned to have
17 | rade a threat or false report, as defined by ss. 790.162 and
18 | 790. 163, respectively, involving school or school personnel's
19 | property, school transportation, or a school - sponsored
20| activity will be expelled, with or w thout continuing
21 | educational services, fromthe student's regular school for a
22 | period of not less than 1 full year and referred for crimna
23 | prosecution. District school boards may assign the student to
24 | a disciplinary programor second chance school for the purpose
25| of continuing educational services during the period of
26 | expul si on. Superintendents of schools may consider the 1-year
27 | expul si on requirenent on a case-by-case basis and request the
28 | district school board to nodify the requirenent by assigning
29 | the student to a disciplinary program or second chance schoo
30| if it is determined to be in the best interest of the student
31| and the school system

12
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(e) Student crinme watch program--By resolution of the
di strict school board, inplenent a student crine watch program
to pronote responsibility among students and to assist in the
control of crimnal behavior within the schools.
(f) 23514 Energency drills; energency procedures.--

1. The district school board shall fornulate and

prescribe policies and procedures for energency drills and for
actual energencies, including, but not limted to, fires,

natural disasters, and bonb threats,for all the public
school s of the district state which conprise grades K-12.
District policies shall include commonly used al arm system

responses for specific types of energencies and verification

by each school that drills have been provided as required by

law and fire protection codes.

2. The district school board shall establish npde

ener gency nmanagenent and energency preparedness procedures for

the following |life-threateni ng energenci es:

a. Weapon-use and hostage situations.

b. Hazardous materials or toxic chenical spills.

c. Weather energencies, including hurricanes,

t ornadoes, and severe storns.

d. Exposure as a result of a mannade energency.
(20) SCHOOL-W THIN-A-SCHOOL. --1n order to reduce the
anonymty of students in large schools, the district schoo

board shall adopt policies effective for the 2002-2003 schoo

year, and thereafter, to encourage any school that does not

neet the definition of a small school, as established by s.
235.2157(2), to subdivide into school s-w thin-a-school, which
shal | operate within existing resources. A

"school -wi t hin-a-school " neans an operational programthat

uses flexible scheduling, team planning, and curricul ar and

13
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i nstructional innovation to organi ze groups of students with

groups of teachers as smaller units, so as to functionally

operate as a snmller school. Exanples of this include, but are

not limted to:

(a) An organizational arrangenent assigning both

students and teachers to snaller units in which the students

take sone or all of their coursework with their fell ow grouped

students and fromthe teachers assigned to the smaller unit. A

unit may be grouped together for 1 year or on a vertical

nmul tiyear basis.

(b) An organizational arrangement sinilar to that

described in paragraph (a) with additional variations in

instruction and curriculum The smaller unit usually seeks to

mai ntain a programdifferent fromthat of the | arger school

or of other smaller units. It may be vertically organi zed, but

i s dependent upon the school principal for its existence,

budget, and staff.

(c) A separate and autononmous smaller unit formally

aut hori zed by the district school board or superintendent of

schools. The smaller unit plans and runs its own program has

its own staff and students, and receives its own separate

budget. The snmaller unit nust negotiate the use of comobn

space with the larger school and defer to the building

principal on matters of safety and buil di ng operation
(21) TEACHER SUPPORT.--District school boards shal
address the availability of qualified and experi enced support

servi ces professionals who are trained in substance abuse or

nental health to support teachers who identify students with

potential problens. The district school board nay address the

availability of these qualified and experi enced support

14
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servi ces professionals through the use of in-school or |oca

private providers.
Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 230.23025,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

230. 23025 Best financial nmanagenent practices;
standards; reviews; designation of districts.--

(1) The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
Governnment Accountability (OPPAGA) and the O fice of the
Audi tor Ceneral are directed to develop a systemfor review ng
the financial managenent practices of school districts. In
this system OPPAGA and the Auditor General shall jointly
exam ne district operations to determ ne whether they neet

"best financial nanagenent practices." The best financi al
managenent practices adopted by the Commi ssi oner of Education
may be updated periodically after consultation with the
Legi sl ature, the Governor, the SMART School s d earinghouse,
OPPAGA, and the Auditor General. The best financial nmanagenent
practices, at a minimum nust instill public confidence by
addressing the foll owi ng areas:

(a) Efficient use of resources, use of lottery
proceeds, student transportation and food service operations,
managenment structures, and personnel systenms and benefits.

(b) Conpliance with generally accepted accounting
principles and state and federal laws relating to financi al
managenment .

(c) Performance accountability systens, including
perfornance neasurenent reports to the public, interna
auditing, financial auditing, and informati on made avail abl e
t o support decisionmaking. ;-

15
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1 (d) Cost control systens, including asset, risk, and
2 | financial managenent, purchasing, and information system

3| controls.

4 (e) Safety and security practices at the district and
5| school |evels.

6 Section 6. Section 230.23145, Florida Statutes, is

7| created to read

8 230. 23145 Student support services pilot program--

9 (1) Fromthe funds provided in the 2000-2001 Genera

10 | Appropriations Act, there is established a pilot programfor
11 | Sarasota, Lake, and M am -Dade school districts to assess the
12 | use of and assi st student support services personnel in public
13 | school s.

14 (2) Each participating school district nust provide:
15 (a) Information relating to the current use of student
16 | support services personnel within the district. The

17 | departnent's reporting formnust require a breakdown of the
18 | percentage of tine spent on activities including, but not

19| linmted to: clerical work not related to counseling, schoo
20 | social work services, psychol ogical services, or evaluation
21| clerical work related to counseling, school social work
22 | services, psychol ogi cal services, or evaluation, direct
23 | student services, and student eval uati on
24 (b) A plan outlining the proposed use of part-tinme or
25 | nondegr eed personnel to provide clerical assistance, so that
26 | the major focus of the student support services personnel wll
27 | be services through direct student contact, other appropriate
28 | contact, or student eval uation
29 (3) Each participating school district shall report to
30| the Departnent of Education on inproved student perfornance,
31 | reduced school discipline problens, increased direct tine with

16
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students or other significant outcone nmeasures by August 1
2001.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 230.235, Florida
Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (3), and a new
subsection (2) is added to said section, to read:

230. 235 Policy of zero tolerance for crine.--

(2) The policy shall require students found to have

commtted one of the followi ng offenses to be expelled, with

or without continuing educational services, fromthe student's

regul ar school for a period of not less than 1 full year, and

to be referred for crininal prosecution

(a) Bringing a firearmor weapon, as defined in

chapter 790, to school, to any school function, or onto any

school - sponsored transportati on

(b) Making a threat or false report, as defined by ss.

790. 162 and 790. 163, respectively, involving school or schoo

personnel's property, school transportation, or a

school - sponsored activity.

District school boards may assign the student to a

di sci plinary programor second chance school for the purpose

of continuing educational services during the period of

expul si on. Superintendents nmay consi der the 1-year expul sion

requi rement on a case-by-case basis and request the district

school board to nodify the requirenent by assigning the

student to a disciplinary program or second chance school if

it is determned to be in the best interest of the student and

the school system |f a student conmitting any of the offenses

in this subsection is a student with a disability, the schoo

district shall conply with procedures pursuant to s. 232.251

and any applicable state board rule.

17
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1 Section 8. Section 231.0851, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 231.0851 Reports of school safety and

4 | discipline.--Each principal nust ensure that standardi zed

5| forns prescribed by rule of the State Board of Education are

6 | used to report data concerning school safety and discipline to

7 | the Departnent of Education. The principal nust develop a plan

8| to verify the accuracy of reported incidents.

9 Section 9. The State Board of Education shall adopt by
10| rule a standardi zed formto be used by each school to report
11 | data concerning school safety and discipline.

12 Section 10. By Cctober 1, 2000, the Departnent of
13 | Education shall establish a nmechanismto i nprove the
14 | reliability and accuracy of reports concerning school safety,
15 ) including a neans for inproving the reliability and accuracy
16 | of the School Environnental Safety Incident Reporting System
17 Section 11. By Decenber 1, 2000, the Departnment of
18 | Educati on shall develop an individualized school safety and
19 | environnent assessnent instrunent that each school may use to
20| assess its needs with respect to the state education goal for
21 | safety specified in section 229.591(3)(e), Florida Statutes.
22| In addition, by Decenber 1, 2000, the Departnent of Education
23 | shall expand the current performance standards for the state
24 | education goal for safety to conprehensively address district
25| and school safety and security.
26 Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 232.17, Florida
27 | Statutes, is anended to read:
28 232.17 Enforcenent of school attendance.--The
29 | Legislature finds that poor acadenic perfornance is associated
30 | with nonattendance and that schools nust take an active role
31| in enforcing attendance as a neans of inproving the

18
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perfornmance of many students. It is the policy of the state
that the superintendent of each school district be responsible
for enforcing school attendance of all children and youth
subj ect to the compul sory school age in the school district.
The responsibility includes reconmending to the school board
policies and procedures to ensure that schools respond in a
timely nmanner to every unexcused absence, or absence for which
t he reason i s unknown, of students enrolled in the schools.
School board policies nust require each parent or guardi an of
a student to justify each absence of the student, and that
justification will be eval uated based on adopted school board
policies that define excused and unexcused absences. The
policies nmust provide that schools track excused and unexcused
absences and contact the hone in the case of an unexcused
absence from school, or an absence from school for which the
reason i s unknown, to prevent the devel opnent of patterns of
nonat t endance. The Legislature finds that early intervention
in school attendance matters is the nost effective way of
produci ng good attendance habits that will lead to inproved
student | earning and achi evenent. Each public school shal
i mpl erent the following steps to enforce regul ar schoo
att endance:

(1) CONTACT, REFER, AND ENFORCE. - -

(a) Upon each unexcused absence, or absence for which
the reason i s unknown, the school principal or his or her
desi gnee shall contact the student's parent or guardian to
deternine the reason for the absence. If the absence is an
excused absence, as defined by school board policy, the schoo
shal | provide opportunities for the student to nake up
assi gned work and not receive an academ c penalty unless the
work is not made up within a reasonable tine.

19
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1 (b) If a student has had at |east five unexcused

2 | absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown,

3| within a calendar nonth or 10 unexcused absences, or absences
4 | for which the reasons are unknown, within a 90-cal endar-day

5| period, the student's prinmary teacher shall report to the

6 | school principal or his or her designee that the student nay
7| be exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance. The principal shall
8 | unless there is clear evidence that the absences are not a

9| pattern of nonattendance, refer the case to the school's child
10| study teamto deternmne if early patterns of truancy are

11 | devel opi ng.

12

13| 1f the child study teamfinds that a pattern of nonattendance
14 | i s devel opi ng, whether the absences are excused or not, a

15| neeting with the parent nust be scheduled to identify

16 | potential renedies, and the principal shall notify the

17 | superintendent of schools and the school district contact for
18 | hone education prograns that the referred student is

19 | exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance.
20 (c) If an initial neeting does not resolve the
21| problem the child study teamshall inplenent interventions
22 | that best address the problem The interventions may include,
23 | but need not be linted to:
24 1. Frequent communi cation between the teacher and the
25| famly;
26 2. Changes in the learning environnent;
27 3. Mentoring;
28 4. Student counseling;
29 5. Tutoring, including peer tutoring;
30 6. Placenent into different cl asses;
31 7. Evaluation for alternative education prograns;

20
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8. Attendance contracts;
9. Referral to other agencies for famly services; or
10. Oher interventions, including, but not limted

to, a truancy petition pursuant to s. 984. 151
(d) The child study teamshall be diligent in
facilitating intervention services and shall report the case

to the superintendent only when all reasonable efforts to
resol ve the nonattendance behavi or are exhaust ed.

(e) If the parent, guardian, or other person in charge
of the child refuses to participate in the renedial strategies
because he or she believes that those strategies are
unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent, guardi an, or other
person in charge of the child may appeal to the school board.
The school board may provide a hearing officer, and the
hearing officer shall make a recommendation for final action
to the board. If the board's final determination is that the
strategies of the child study team are appropriate, and the
parent, guardian, or other person in charge of the child stil
refuses to participate or cooperate, the superintendent nay
seek crimnal prosecution for nonconpliance with conpul sory
school attendance.

(f)1. If the parent or guardian of a child who has

been identified as exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance

enrolls the child in a hone educati on program pursuant to s.

232. 0201, the superintendent of schools shall provide the

parent a copy of s. 232.0201 and the accountability

requi rements of this paragraph. The superintendent of schools

shall also refer the parent to a hone education review

conmmi ttee conposed of the district contact for hone education

prograns and at | east two hone educators selected by the

parent froma district list of all hone educators who have

21
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conducted a hone education programfor at |east 3 years and

who have indicated a willingness to serve on the committee.

The hone education review conmittee shall review the portfolio
of the student, as defined by s. 232.0201, every 30 days
during the district's regular school ternms until the comittee

is satisfied that the hone education programis in conpliance
with s. 232.0201(1)(b). The first portfolio review nust occur
within the first 30 cal endar days of the establishnent of the

program The provisions of subparagraph 2. do not apply once

the committee determ nes the hone education programis in
conpliance with s. 232.0201(1)(h).
2. |If the parent fails to provide a portfolio to the

commttee, the committee shall notify the superintendent of

school s. The superintendent of schools shall then termnate

t he hone education programand require the parent to enrol

the child in an attendance option provided under s. 232.02(1),

(2), (3), or (5), within 3 days. Upon ternination of a hone

educati on program pursuant to this subparagraph, the parent or

guardi an shall not be eligible to reenroll the child in a hone

educati on program for 180 cal endar days. Failure of a parent

or guardian to enroll the child in an attendance option
provi ded under s. 232.02(1), (2), (3), or (5) after
ternination of the hone education program pursuant to this

subpar agr aph shall constitute nonconpliance with the

conpul sory attendance requirenents of s. 232.01 and nmay result

in crinmnal prosecution under s. 232.19(2). Nothing contained

herein shall restrict the ability of the superintendent of

schools, or the ability of his or her designee, to reviewthe
portfolio pursuant to s. 232.0201(1)(b).
(g)tH)r If a child subject to conpul sory schoo

attendance will not conply with attenpts to enforce schoo

22
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1| attendance, the parent, the guardian, or the superintendent or

2| his or her designee shall refer the case to the case staffing

3| comittee pursuant to s. 984.12, and the superintendent or his
4| or her designee may file a truancy petition pursuant to the

5| procedures in s. 984.151

6 Section 13. Section 232.24521, Florida Statutes, is

7 | anended to read:

8 232. 24521 Report cards; end-of-the-year status.--

9 (1) Each school district shall establish and publish
10| policies requiring the content and regul ar i ssuance of student
11 | report cards for all elenmentary school, middle school, and
12 | high school students. These report cards nust clearly depict
13 | and grade:

14 (a) The student's academi c performance in each cl ass
15| or course, which in grades 1 through 12 nust be based upon
16 | exami nations as well as witten papers, class participation
17 | and other acadenic perfornance criteria.
18 (b) The student's conduct and behavi or
19 (c) The student's attendance, including absences and
20 | tardi ness.
21 (2) A student's final report card for a school year
22 | shall contain a statenent indicating end-of-the-year status
23 | regardi ng perfornance or nonperformance at grade |evel,
24 | acceptabl e or unacceptabl e behavi or and attendance, and
25 | pronotion or nonpronotion
26
27 | School districts shall not all ow schools to exenpt students
28 | from acadeni c perfornmance requirenents based on practices or
29 | policies designed to encourage student attendance. A student's
30 | attendance record nay not be used in whole or in part to
31

23
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provi de an exenption from any acadeni c perfornmance

requirenent.
Section 14. Subsection (3) of section 232.25, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232.25 Pupils subject to control of school.--

(3) Nothing shall prohibit a district school board
fromhaving the right to expel, or to take disciplinary action
agai nst, a student who is found to have comitted an of fense
on school property at any tine if:

(a) The student is found to have committed a
del i nquent act which would be a felony if comitted by an
adul t ;

(b) The student has had adjudication withheld for a
del i nquent act which, if coonmitted by an adult, would be a
fel ony; or

(c) The student has been found guilty of a felony.

However, if the student is a student with a disability, the

di sciplinary action nust conply with the procedures set forth

in state board rule.

Section 15. Subsection (4) of section 232.26, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232.26 Authority of principal.--

(4) Any recommendation for the suspension or expul sion
of a handicapped student with a disability shall be nmade in
accordance with the rul es adopted promutgated by the State
Board of Educati on.

Section 16. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
232.27, Florida Statutes, is anended, paragraphs (d) through
(j) of said subsection are redesignated as paragraphs (e)

24
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1| through (k), respectively, and a new paragraph (d) is added to
2 | said subsection, to read
3 232.27 Authority of teacher; responsibility for
4| control of students; school district duties.--Subject to |aw
5| and to the rules of the district school board, each teacher or
6 | other nenber of the staff of any school shall have such
7 | authority for the control and discipline of students as may be
8 | assigned to himor her by the principal or the principal's
9 | designated representative and shall keep good order in the
10 | classroom and in other places in which he or she is assigned
11| to be in charge of students.
12 (1) Wthin the framework of the school district code
13 | of student conduct, teachers and other instructional personne
14 | shall have the authority to undertake any of the follow ng
15| actions in managi ng student behavior and ensuring the safety
16 | of all students in their classes and school
17 (c) Have di sobedi ent, disrespectful,violent, abusive,
18 | uncontrol lable, or disruptive students tenporarily renoved
19 | fromthe cl assroom for behavi or managenent intervention
20 (d) Have violent, abusive, uncontrollable, or
21 | disruptive students directed for information or assistance
22 | from appropriate school or district personnel
23 Section 17. Subsections (2) and (5) of section
24 | 232.271, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 232.271 Renopval by teacher. --
26 (2) A teacher may renpve fromclass a student:
27 ta—Who—has—been—docunrented—by—theteacher—to
28 | repeatedhy—interfere—wth—the—teacher—s—abt-ty—to—comnicate
29 | efHeetivety—wth—the—students—inthe—class—or—wth—the—abitty
30 | of—the——student—s—<cltasstates—totearn—or
31

25
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tb)y whose behavior the teacher deternines is——so
Rty —ei-srupti-ve—oetr—abusive—that—+t—sertousty interferes
with the teacher's ability to communicate effectively with the
students in the class or with the ability of the student's
classmates to | earn.

© 00 N O O W DN PP

13 | 1997
14 Section 18. Section 232.275, Florida Statutes, is
15 | anended to read:
16 232.275 Liability of teacher or principal.--Except in
17 | the case of excessive force or cruel and unusual punishnment, a
18 | teacher or other nenber of the instructional staff, a
19 | principal or the principal's designated representative, or a
20 | bus driver shall not be civilly or crimnally liable for any
21| action carried out in conformty with the state board and
22 | district school board rules regarding the control, discipline,
23 | suspensi on, and expul sion of students, including, but not
24 | limted to, any exercise of authority under s. 232.26, s.
25| 232.27, or s. 232.271
26 Section 19. Section 234.0215, Florida Statutes, is
27 | created to read:
28 234. 0215 School Safety Transportation Pl an.--Each
29 | school district and the state or | ocal governnental entity
30| having jurisdiction shall develop a school safety
31| transportation plan. Each school district shall include
26
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charter schools in its school safety transportation plan. The

pl an shall be subnitted to the Departnent of Education by
Decenber 31, 2000.
(1) Each school district and the state or |oca

governnental entity having jurisdiction shall jointly devel op

a priority list of hazardous-wal ki ng-conditions projects that

have been identified and have not yet been corrected. Each

school district shall use this part of the plan to nonitor

school transportation safety. The plan nust include the

following for the hazardous wal ki ng condi ti ons det erm ned

under the provisions of section 234.021, Florida Statutes:

(a) The nunber of hazardous wal ki ng condi ti ons which

have been identified and have not been corrected by the state

or local governmental entity having jurisdiction within 5

years after identification of the hazard and a fiscal inpact

of the cost to correct each hazard; and

(b) For each hazardous wal ki ng condition that has been

identified and has not been corrected, a statenent of the

reason given for the deficiency by the state or | oca

governnental entity having jurisdiction

(2) The plan nust al so include recommendati ons and

fiscal estimates for:

(a) Any changes to current |aw for expanding the
definition of a student in section 234.021(1), Florida
Statutes, to include students in grades kindergarten through
12.

(b) Any changes to current law for identifying

hazar dous wal ki ng conditions for wal kways parallel to the

road, including, but not limted to:

27
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1. Increasing the size of the walk area adjacent to

the road from4 feet or nmaking changes to the wal k area

sur f ace;
2. lIncreasing the size of the current set-off

requi renment for uncurbed wal kways to at | east 6 feet or

decreasing the qualifying posted speed linit of 55 miles per

hour; or
3. Anending the current exceptions to the criteria for

det erm ni ng hazardous wal ki ng conditions for certain

residential areas and roads that have a certain vol une of

traffic and a posted speed limt of 30 nmiles per hour or |ess.

(c) Any changes to current law for identifying

hazar dous wal ki ng conditions for wal kways perpendicular to the

road, including, but not limted to:

1. Limtations in the volune of traffic for the road

or the direction of traffic; and

2. The definition of an uncontrolled crossing site.

3. The identification of any hazards associated with

nmul ti -l ane crossings.

(d) Any other recommendations, including, but not

l[imted to, the consideration of additional criteria for

det erm ni ng hazardous wal ki ng conditions, such as crine,

construction, adjacent bodies of water, or other risks,

procedures for identifying hazardous wal ki ng condi ti ons,

procedures for |locating bus stops, required | evel of auditing

clains for funding, and identification of responsibhilities of

parents or guardians for the safety of their children when

transportation is not required and is not provided by the

school district or charter school

(3) The plan nust also identify, by district, the

nunber of schools that:

28
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(a) Separate the school bus | oading and departure

| ocations fromthe | oading and departure | ocations for

parents, guardi ans, or others who provide transportation to

chil dren.
(b) Provide transportation to students for whom

transportation is not currently required under state | aw,

i ncludi ng data on the nunbers of students and their grade

| evel s.

The identification of schools under this subsection may be

used as a basis for providing incentive funds to specific

school districts in the 2000-2001 | egi sl ative session
Section 20. Section 235.192, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

235.192 Coordination of school safety information

construction design docunents. --
(1) Beginning Cctober 1, 2000, each district
superintendent of schools nmust provide to the | aw enforcenent

agency and fire departnent that has jurisdiction over each

educational facility a copy of the floorplans and ot her

rel evant docunents for each educational facility in the
district, as defined in s. 235.011(6). After the initial
subm ssion of the floorplans and other rel evant docunents, the

di strict superintendent of schools shall subnmit, by October 1

of each year, revised floorplans and ot her rel evant docunents

for each educational facility in the district that was

nodi fi ed during the precedi ng year.

(2) Beginning Cctober 1, 2000, each community coll ege

president nust provide to the | aw enforcenent agency and fire

departnent that has jurisdiction over the community coll ege a

copy of the floorplans and other rel evant docunents for each

29
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educational facility as defined in s. 235.011(6). After the

initial subm ssion of the floorplans and other rel evant

docunents, the comunity coll ege president shall subnmit, by

Cctober 1 of each year, revised floorplans and other rel evant

docunents for each educational facility that was nodified

during the precedi ng year

Section 21. Section 235.2157, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

235. 2157 Small school requirenent.--

(1) LEG SLATIVE FINDINGS. --The Legislature finds that:

(a) Florida's schools are anong the largest in the

nati on.

(b) Snaller schools provide benefits of reduced

di sci pline problenms and crine, reduced truancy and gang

participation, reduced dropout rates, inproved teacher and

student attitudes, inproved student self-perception, student

academ ¢ achi evenent equal to or superior to that of students

at |larger schools, and increased parental involvenent.

(c) Snaller schools can provide these benefits while

not increasing adninistrative and constructi on costs.

(2) DEFINITION. --As used in this section, "smal
school " neans:

(a) An elenentary school with a student popul ation of

not nore than 500 students.

(b) A nmiddle school with a student popul ati on of not

nore than 700 students.

(c) A high school with a student popul ati on of not

nore than 900 students.

(d) A school serving kindergarten through grade 8 with

a student popul ation of not nore than 700 students.

30
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1 (e) A school serving kindergarten through grade 12
2| with a student popul ation of not nore than 900 students.
3
4] A school on a single canpus which operates as a
5| school -wi thin-a-school, as defined by s. 230.23(20), shall be
6 | considered a small school if each smaller unit |located on the
7| single canpus neets the requirenents of this subsection
8 (3) REQUI REMENTS. - -
9 (a) Beginning July 1, 2003, all plans for new
10 | educational facilities to be constructed within a schoo
11| district and reflected in the 5-year school district
12 | facilities work plan shall be plans for small schools in order
13| to pronote increased | earning and nore effective use of schoo
14 | facilities.
15 (b) Snmall schools shall conply with all |aws, rules,
16 | and court orders relating to racial bal ance.
17 (4) EXCEPTIONS. --This section does not apply to plans
18 | for new educational facilities already under architectura
19 | contract on July 1, 2003.
20 Section 22. Subsections (29) and (57) of section
21| 984.03, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
22 984.03 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter, the
23 | term
24 (29) "Habitually truant" means that:
25 (a) The child has 15 unexcused absences within 90
26 | cal endar days with or without the know edge or justifiable
27 | consent of the child's parent or legal guardian, is subject to
28 | conmpul sory school attendance under s. 232.01, and is not
29 | exenpt under s. 232.06, s. 232.09, or any other exenptions
30| specified by law or the rules of the State Board of Education
31
31
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(b) Activities to determ ne the cause, and to attenpt
the renedi ation, of the child' s truant behavi or under ss.
232.17 and 232.19(3), have been conpl et ed.

If a child who is subject to conpul sory school attendance is
responsive to the interventions described in ss. 232.17 and
232.19(3) and has conpl eted the necessary requirements to pass
the current grade as indicated in the district pupi
progression plan, the child shall not be determined to be
habitually truant and shall be passed. If a child within the
conmpul sory school attendance age has 15 unexcused absences
within 90 cal endar days or fails to enroll in school, the
State Attorney may, or the appropriate jurisdictional agency
shall, file a child-in-need-of-services petition if
reconmended by the case staffing conmittee, unless it is
determ ned that another alternative action is preferable.

e The failure or refusal of the parent or |ega

guardian or the child to participate, or nake a good faith

32
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1| effort to participate, in the activities prescribed to renedy
2| the truant behavior, or the failure or refusal of the child to
3| return to school after participation in activities required by
4| this subsection, or the failure of the child to stop the

5| truant behavior after the school adm nistration and the

6 | Departnent of Juvenile Justice have worked with the child as

7 | described in ss. 232.17 and s-232. 19(3) ant—{#4)yshall be

8 | handl ed as prescribed in s. 232.19.

9 (57) "Truancy petition" neans a petition filed by the
10 | sehoeot superintendent of schools alleging that a student

11 | subject to conpul sory school attendance has had at |east five
12 | unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are

13 | unknown, within a cal endar nonth or 10 unexcused absences, or
14 | absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a

15| 90-cal endar-day period, or has had nore than 15 unexcused

16 | absences in a 90-cal endar-day period. A truancy petition is

17 | filed and processed under s. 984. 151

18 Section 23. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
19| 984.13, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
20 984.13 Taking into custody a child alleged to be from
21| a famly in need of services or to be a child in need of
22 | services. --
23 (1) Achild may be taken into custody:
24 (b) By a | aw enforcenent officer when the officer has
25 | reasonabl e grounds to believe that the child is absent from
26 | school without authorization or is suspended or expelled and
271 is not in the presence of his or her parent or |egal guardian
28 | for the purpose of delivering the child wi thout unreasonabl e
29 | delay to the appropriate school systemsite. For the purpose
30| of this paragraph, "school systemsite" includes, but is not
31| limted to, a center approved by the superintendent of schools
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1| for the purpose of counseling students and referring them back
2| to the school systemor an approved alternative to a

3 | suspensi on or expulsion program |f a student is suspended or
4 | expelled fromschool w thout assignnent to an alternative

5| school placenent, the | aw enforcenment officer shall deliver

6| the child to the parent or |egal guardian, to a |ocation

7 | deternmned by the parent or guardian, or to a designated

8| truancy interdiction site until the parent or guardian can be
9| | ocat ed.

10 Section 24. Subsections (1) and (3) of section

11| 984. 151, Florida Statutes, are anended, and a new subsecti on
121 (9) is added to said section, to read:

13 984. 151 Truancy petition; prosecution; disposition.--
14 (1) If the school determnes that a student subject to
15 | conpul sory school attendance has had at | east five unexcused
16 | absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown,

17| within a cal endar nonth or 10 unexcused absences, or absences
18 | for which the reasons are unknown, within a 90-cal endar - day
19 | period pursuant to s. 232.17(1)(b), or has had nore than 15
20 | unexcused absences in a 90-cal endar-day period, the
21 | superintendent of schools may file a truancy petition
22 (3) Oiginal jurisdiction to hear a truancy petition
23| shall be in the circuit court; however, the circuit court nay
24 | use a general or special master pursuant to Suprene Court
25| rules. Upon the filing of the petition, the clerk shall issue
26 | a summons to the parent, guardian, or |egal custodian of the
27 | student, directing that person and the student to appear for a
28 | hearing at a tine and pl ace specified.
29 (9) The parent, guardian, or |legal custodian and the
30 | student shall participate, as required by court order, in any
31| sanctions or services required by the court under this
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section, and the court shall enforce such participation

through its contenpt power.
Section 25. Section 414.125, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

414.125 Learnfare program --

(1) The departnent shall reduce the tenporary cash
assi stance for a participant's eligible dependent child or for
an eligible teenage partici pant who has not been exenpted from
education participation requirenments and who has been
identified as a habitual truant, pursuant to s. 228.041(28)

tenporary cash assistance nust be reinstituted after a
subsequent grading period in which the child has substantially
i mproved the child' s attendance. Good cause exenptions from
the rule of unexcused absences include the follow ng:

(a) The student is expelled fromschool and
alternative schooling is not avail abl e.

(b) No licensed day care is available for a child of
teen parents subject to Learnfare.

(c) Prohibitive transportation problens exist (e.qg.
to and fromday care).

(d) The teen is over 16 years of age and not expected
to graduate from hi gh school by age 20.

Wthin 10 days after sanction notification, the participant
parent of a dependent child or the teenage participant may
file an internal fair hearings process review procedure
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1| appeal, and no sanction shall be inposed until the appeal is
2 | resol ved.

3 (2) Each participant with a school-age child is

4| required to have a conference with an appropriate schoo

5] official of the child' s school during each senester grading
6 | period to assure that the participant is involved in the

7| child s educational progress and is aware of any existing

8 | attendance or acadenic problens. The conference nust address
9 | acceptabl e student attendance, grades, and behavi or and nust
10 | be docunented by the school and reported to the departnent.
11 | The departnent shall notify a school of any student in

12 | attendance at that school who is a participant in the

13 | Learnfare programin order that the required conferences are
14 | held. A participant who wi thout good cause fails to attend a
15| conference with a school official is subject to the sanction
16 | provided in subsection (1).

17 Section 26. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
18 | 234.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

19 234.01 Purpose; transportation; when provided. --
20 (1) School boards, after considering recommendations
21| of the superintendent:
22 (b) Shall provide transportation for public elenentary
23 | school students in nenbershi p whose grade | evel does not
24 | exceed grade 6, and nay provide transportation for public
25| school students in nenbership in grades 7 through 12,if such
26 | students are subjected to hazardous wal ki ng conditions as
27 | provided in s. 234.021 while en route to or from school
28 Section 27. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and
29 | paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 234.021, Florida
30| Statutes, are anended to read:
31 234.021 Hazardous wal ki ng conditions. --
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(2) | DENTIFI CATION. - -

(a) When a request for reviewis made to the district
superintendent of schools or the district superintendent's
desi gnee concerning a condition perceived to be hazardous to
students in that district who live within the 2-nile limt and
who wal k to school, such condition shall be inspected by a
representative of the school district, a representative of the

county sheriff, a representative of the local safety council

if a safety council exists in the county,and a representative

of the local governnental entity where the perceived hazardous
condition exists. If any of such representatives deternines

t hat a shalH—determne—whether—or—mot—the condition is
hazardous to such students according to the guidelines

establ i shed by subsection (3) or based upon his or her

findi ngs upon inspection, he or she anrd shall report to the

Departnent of Education with respect thereto. Upon a

determ nation that a condition is hazardous to such students,
the district school board shall request a determ nation from
the state or local governnmental entity having jurisdiction
regardi ng whether the hazard will be corrected and, if so,
regarding a projected conpletion date. State funds shall be
all ocated for the transportation of students subjected to such
hazards, provided that such funding shall cease upon
correction of the hazard or upon the projected conpletion
date, whi chever occurs first.

(3) GUI DELI NES €R-HFERFA FOR DETERM NI NG HAZARDOUS
WALKI NG CONDI TI ONS. - -

(b) Wal kways perpendicular to the road.--1t shall be
consi dered a hazardous wal ki ng condition with respect to any
road across which students nmust walk in order to walk to and
from school
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1 1. If the traffic volume on such road exceeds the rate
2| of 360 vehicles per hour, per direction (including all |anes),
3| during the tinme students walk to and fromschool and if the
4| crossing site is uncontrolled. For purposes of this
5| subsection, an "uncontrolled crossing site" is defined as an
6 | intersection or other designhated crossing site where no
7 | crossing guard, traffic enforcenent officer, or stop sign or
8| other traffic control signal is present during the tines
9| students wal k to and from school
10 2. If the total traffic volume on such road exceeds
11| 4,000 vehicles per hour through an intersection or other
12 | crossing site controlled by a stop sign or other traffic
13 | control signal, unless crossing guards or other traffic
14 | enforcenent officers are also present during the tines
15 | students walk to and from school
16
17 | Traffic volune shall be deternmined by the nbst current traffic
18 | engi neering study conducted by a state or |ocal governnental
19 | agency.
20 Section 28. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
21| 236.083, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
22 236.083 Funds for student transportation.--The annua
23| allocation to each district for transportation to public
24 | school programs of students in nmenbership in kindergarten
25| through grade 12, in migrant and exceptional student prograns
26 | bel ow ki ndergarten, and in any other state-funded
27 | preki ndergarten program shall be determ ned as follows:
28 (1) Subject to the rules of the conmi ssioner, each
29 | district shall determ ne the nenbership of students who are
30 | transport ed:
31
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1 (e) Wth respect to elenentary school students whose
2 | grade | evel does not exceed grade 6, by reason of being
3| subjected to hazardous wal king conditions en route to or from
4 | school as provided in s. 234.021. Such rules shall, when
5| appropriate, provide for the determ nation of nenbershi p under
6| this paragraph for less than 1 year to accommobdate the needs
7 | of students who require transportation only until such
8 | hazardous conditions are corrected. Any funds appropriated in
9| the 2001-2002 General Appropriations Act for student
10 | transportation that are in addition to the funds provided in
11 | t he 2000- 2001 General Appropriations Act for student
12 | transportation and that are not designated in the 2001- 2002
13 | budget wor kpapers as funds provided for student enroll nent
14 | growmt h shall be used to fund students transported according to
15]s. 234.01(1)(b), including those transported by schoo
16 | district option; and
17 Section 29. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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