SB 854 First Engrossed (ntc)

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to transportation-di sadvant aged
3 persons; anending s. 427.011, F.S.; providing
4 definitions relating to transportation
5 services; anending s. 427.012, F.S.; providing
6 for the nmenbership of the Conm ssion for the
7 Transportati on D sadvant aged; anendi ng s.
8 427.013, F. S.; providing for the purposes and
9 responsibilities of |ocal governing authorities
10 Wi th respect to transportation-di sadvant aged
11 persons; anending s. 427.0135, F.S.; providing
12 requi rements with respect to agency purchasers
13 of transportation-di sadvant aged servi ces;
14 anending s. 427.015, F.S.; providing for the
15 function of the netropolitan planning
16 organi zation or designated official planning
17 agency in coordinating transportation for
18 transportati on-di sadvant aged persons; creating
19 s. 427.0151, F.S.; providing for the selection
20 of the local governing authority; providing for
21 the recomendati on of the community
22 transportation coordinator by the MP.Q or
23 desi gnated official planning agency; anendi ng
24 s. 427.0155, F.S.; providing for the powers and
25 duties of community transportation
26 coordinators; creating s. 427.0156, F.S.
27 providing for establishnment of |oca
28 coordi nati ng boards; anending s. 427.0157,
29 F.S.; providing for the powers and duties of
30 | ocal coordinating boards; anending s
31 427.0158, F.S.; providing for cooperation by
1
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school boards; anending s. 427.0159, F.S.
providing for the Transportation D sadvant aged
Trust Fund; anending s. 427.016, F.S.
providing for the use of the coordi nated
transportation systemby all fundi ng agenci es;
aut hori zi ng county comi ssions to becone | oca
governing authorities; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 427.011, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 427.011, F. S., for present text.)

427.011 Definitions.--As used in ss. 427.011-427.017
the term

(1) "Agency" neans an official, officer, conm ssion,

authority, council, conmittee, departnent, division, bureau

board, section, or any other unit or entity of the state or of

a municipality, county, or other |ocal governing authority or

a private nonprofit transportati on-service-providi ng agency.

(2) "Anmericans with Disabilities Act," commonly known
as the ADA, neans the federal |aw, Pub. L. No. 101-336, which
provides protection for persons with disabilities.

(3) "Annual expenditure report" neans a report of

fundi ng provided for transportation services to the

transportati on di sadvantaged which is prepared annually to

cover a period of 1 state fiscal year

(4) " Conmission" neans the Comi ssion for the

Transportati on D sadvant aged.

2
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(5) "Conmunity transportation coordinator" neans the

county conmi ssion or a transportation entity reconmended by a

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or by the appropriate

desi gnated official planning agency to ensure that coordi nated

transportation services are provided to the transportation

di sadvantaged within a desi ghated service area.

(6) "Coordination" neans the arrangenent for the

provi sion of transportation services to the transportation

di sadvantaged in a manner that is cost-effective, efficient,

and safe and reduces the fragnentation and duplication of

servi ces.
(7) "Coordination contract" neans a witten contract

between the community transportati on coordi nator and an agency

that receives transportation-di sadvant aged funds and perforns

sone, if not all, of its own transportation services pursuant

to s. 427.016 which contract contains the specific terms and

conditions that will apply to agencies that performtheir own

transportation and to those alternate providers sel ected by

the agencies, including joint utilization and cost provisions

for transportation services to and fromthe community

transportati on coordi nat or

(8) "Designated official planning agency" neans the

entity designated by the commission to fulfill the functions

of transportation-di sadvantaged pl anning in areas not covered

by a nmetropolitan planni ng organi zati on, but the term neans

the nmetropolitan planni ng organi zation with respect to

ur bani zed areas covered by such organi zati ons.

(9) "Designated service area" neans a geographica

area recomended by the netropolitan planni ng organi zati on or

a designated official planning agency, subject to approval by

the commi ssi on, which delineates the community where

3
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coordi nated transportation services will be provided to the

transportati on di sadvant aged.

(10) "Energency" neans any occurrence, or threat

t hereof, whether accidental, natural, or mannade, in war or in

peace, which results or could result in substantial denial of

transportation services within a designated service area for

the transportati on di sadvant aged.

(11) "Energency fund" neans npneys set aside in the

Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund to address energency

situations which can be used, wi thout conpetitive bidding, by

direct contract, between the conmi ssion and an entity to

handl e transportation services during an energency.

(12) "Florida coordinated transportati on system' neans

a transportati on systemresponsi ble for coordinating and

providing service for the transportati on di sadvant aged as

specified in this chapter

(13) "Local coordinating board" neans the advisory

entity in each designated service area which is conposed of

representatives designated pursuant to s. 427.0156 to provide

assi stance to and eval uate the performance of the comunity

transportati on coordinator with respect to the coordi nation of

transportation services for the transportati on di sadvant aged.

(14) "Local governing authority" nmeans the county

conm ssion that chooses to govern transportation-di sadvant aged

services in a designated service area.

(15) "Local governnent conprehensive plan" neans a
plan that neets the requirenents of ss. 163.3177 and 163. 3178.
(16) "Menorandum of agreenment" neans the contract for

transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ces purchased with federal

state, or |ocal-governnent transportation-di sadvant aged funds.

Dependi ng upon the applicability of s. 427.0151, the agreenent

4
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is between either the comm ssion and the community

transportati on coordi nator or between the | ocal governing

authority and the conmunity transportation coordinator, but in

each case recogni zes the community transportati on coordi nator

as being responsible for the arrangenent of the provision of

transportati on-di sadvant aged services within a desi gnated

service area

(17) "Metropolitan planni ng organi zati on" neans the

organi zation responsi ble for carrying out transportation

pl anni ng and progranm ng in accordance with the provisions of
23 U S.C. s. 134, as provided in 23 U S.C. s. 104(f)(3).
(18) "Nonsponsored transportation-di sadvant aged

servi ces" neans transportation-di sadvant aged services that are

not sponsored or subsidi zed by any fundi ng source other than

the Transportati on Di sadvantaged Trust Fund.

(19) "Paratransit" neans those el enents of public

transit which provide service between specific origins and

destinations sel ected by the individual user which service is

provided at a tine that is agreed upon by the user and the

provider of the service. Paratransit service is provided by

taxis, |inpusines, "dial-a-ride," buses, and ot her

demand- r esponsi ve operations that are characterized by the

nonschedul ed, nonfixed nature of their routes.

(20) "Public transit" neans the transporting of people

by conveyances or systens of conveyances traveling on | and or

water, which are local or regional in nature and are avail abl e

for use by the public. Public transit systens may be

governnental ly or privately owned. The termspecifically

i ncludes those forns of transportati on comonly known as

"paratransit."

5
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(21) "Regional planning council" nmeans the

organi zation created under s. 186.504 in a conprehensive

pl anning district of the state to assist |ocal governments in

resol ving conmon probl ens, acconplishing areaw de

conpr ehensi ve and functional planning, and providing a

regional focus in regard to prograns undertaken areaw de.

(22) "Reserve fund" neans npbneys set aside in the

Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund each budget year to

ensure that adequate cash is available for inconng

rei mbursenent requests when estinmated revenues do not

materi ali ze.

(23) "Transportation di sadvant aged" neans those

persons who because of physical or nental disability, incone

status, or age are unable to transport thenselves or to

purchase transportation and who are, therefore, dependent upon

others in order to obtain access to health care, enpl oynent,

educati on, shopping, social activities, or other

life-sustaining activities, and the termincludes children who

are di sabled and high-risk children and at-risk children as
defined in s. 411.202.
(24) "Transportation-di sadvantaged funds" neans any

| ocal -governnent, state, or federal funds that are avail abl e

for the transportation of the transportati on di sadvant aged,

including, without limtation, funds for transportation

pl anni ng, for Medicaid nonenergency transportation, for

admi ni stration, operation, procurenent, and mai ntenance of

vehi cl es or equi pnent, and for capital investnents.

Eligibility for transportation-di sadvant aged servi ces provi ded

by the Transportati on Di sadvantaged Trust Fund is deternined

pursuant to s. 427.0159. Transportation-di sadvant aged funds do

6
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1| not include funds for the transportation of children to public

2 | school s.

3 (25) "Transportation-di sadvant aged servi ce pl an" neans

4| an annual |y updated plan jointly devel oped by the designated

5] official planning agency and the comunity transportation

6 | coordi nator. Dependi ng upon the applicability of s. 427.0151

7 | the service plan nust be approved by either the comni ssion or

8 | the local governing authority.

9 (26) "Transportation operator" neans a public, private
10| for-profit, or private nonprofit entity under contract with
11| the conmunity transportation coordinator to provide
12 | transportation service to the transportati on di sadvant aged
13 | pursuant to a transportation-di sadvantaged service plan
14 (27) "Transportation operator contract" neans a
15| witten contract between a conmunity transportation
16 | coordinator and a transportation operator which prescribes the
17 | ternms and conditions for any services to be perforned, which
18 | contract is in a format approved by the comm ssion or |oca
19 | governing authority.

20 Section 2. Section 427.012, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 (Substantial rewordi ng of section. See
23 s. 427.012, F.S., for present text.)
24 427.012 The Conmission for the Transportation
25 | Di sadvant aged. --There is created within the Departnent of
26 | Transportation the Commi ssion for Transportation
27 | Di sadvant aged.
28 (1) The conmission shall consist of the foll ow ng:
29 (a) The Secretary of Transportation or the secretary's
30 | desi gnee.
31

7
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(b) The Secretary of Elderly Affairs or the
secretary's desi gnee.

(c) The director of the Agency for Health Care
Adm nistration or the director's designee.

(d) A disabled person who is a nenber of a recognized

st atewi de organi zati on representing disabled Floridians, to be

appoi nted by the Governor.

(e) A person over the age of 60 who is a nenber of a

st atewi de organi zation representing elderly Floridians, to be

appoi nted by the Governor.

(f) A representative of current private for-profit or

private not-for-profit transportation operators, to be

appoi nted by the Governor.

(g) A representative of the conmunity transportation

coordinators, to be appoi nted by the Governor

(h) Two nenbers appointed by the President of the

Senat e.
(i) Two nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives.

(2) The appointive nenbers of the conmmi ssion shall be

appointed to serve terns of 4 years each, except that two of

the Governor's initial nongovernnental appointees shall be

appointed to serve an initial termof 2 years. The appoi nt ees

of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing

of ficer.
(3) Each nenber nust be a registered voter and a

resi dent of the state. Each nenber of the conm ssion nust al so

possess nmnhageri al experience.

(4) Each nenber of the commission shall represent the

transportati on-di sadvant aged needs of the state as a whol e and

8
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shal |l not subordinate the needs of the state to those of any

particul ar area of the state.

(5) Menbers of the commi ssion nust not have been

convicted of a fel ony.

(6) The commission shall also include the foll ow ng

nonvoting, ex officio nenbers as |iaisons to state agenci es:

(a) The Secretary of Children and Fanily Services or

the secretary's designee.

(b) The Secretary of Health or the secretary's

desi gnee.
(c) The Commi ssi oner of Education or the

conm ssi oner's desi gnee.

(d) The executive director of the Departnent of

Veterans' Affairs or the executive director's designee.

(7) The chair and vice chair of the commi ssion shal

be elected annually fromthe nenbership of the com ssion

(8) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall serve without

conpensation, but shall be allowed per diemand travel

expenses as provided in s. 112.061

(9) Menbers of the commr ssion are subject to the

provisions of part IlIl of chapter 112. Wth the exception of

the operator representative and the conmunity transportation

coordi nator representative, a nenber of the comi ssion may not

have any interest, direct or indirect, in any contract,

franchi se, privilege, or other benefit granted or awarded

t hrough the transportati on-di sadvant aged program

(10) The conmission shall neet at |east quarterly, or

nore frequently at the call of its chair. A mjority of the

nenbers of the conm ssion constitute a quorum and a majority

vote of the nmenbers present is necessary for any action taken

by the comni ssi on.

9
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(11) The Governor mmy renove any nenber of the

comm ssion for cause.

(12) The conmi ssion shall appoint an executive

di rector, who shall serve under the direction, supervision

and control of the comm ssion. The executive director, with

the consent of the conmmi ssion, shall enploy within budgetary

limtations such personnel as are necessary to perform

adequately the functions of the comm ssion. Al enpl oyees of

the commi ssion are exenpt fromthe Career Service System

(13) The conmission is assigned to the office of the

Secretary of Transportation for adm nistrative and fisca

accountability purposes, but it shall otherw se function

i ndependently of the control, supervision, and direction of

t he depart nent.

(14) The conmission, after consultation with the | oca

governing authority, shall devel op a budget for the

Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund pursuant to chapter

216. The budget is not subject to change by the departnent

after it has been approved by the comrission, but it shall be

transnitted to the Governor along with the budget of the

depart nent.

Section 3. Section 427.013, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewordi ng of section. See

s. 427.013, F.S., for present text.)

427.013 The Conmission for the Transportation

Di sadvant aged; purpose and responsibilities; |ocal governing

authorities; purpose and responsibilities.--The purpose of the

commission is to acconplish and facilitate the coordi nation of

transportati on services provided to the transportation

di sadvant aged. The goal of this coordination is to assure the

10
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cost-effective provision of safe and reliable transportation

by qualified community transportati on coordi nators or

transportation operators for the transportati on di sadvant aged

wi thout any bias or presunption in favor of nultioperator

systens or not-for-profit transportati on operators over single

operator systens or for-profit transportati on operators.

(1) The commission has the responsibility to:

(a) Conpile all available information concerning the

transportati on operations for and needs of the transportation

di sadvantaged in the state.

(b) Provide by rule, for those designated service

areas not governed by a | ocal -governing authority, objectives

for providing transportation services for the transportation

di sadvant aged.

(c) Provide by rule, for those designated service

areas not governed by a |l ocal governing authority, policies

and procedures for the coordination of |ocal-governnent,

federal, and state funding for the transportation

di sadvant aged.

(d) ldentify barriers prohibiting the coordination and

accessibility of transportation services to the transportation

di sadvant aged and aggressively pursue the elinination of these

barriers.
(e) Serve as a clearinghouse for infornmation

concerning transportation di sadvantaged services, training,

fundi ng sources, innovations, and coordination efforts.

(f) Assist comunities in devel oping transportation

systens designed to serve the transportati on di sadvant aged.

(g) Assure that all procedures, guidelines, and

di rectives issued by purchasing agencies are conducive to the

coordi nati on of transportation services.

11
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(h)1. Require by rule that each agency purchase al

trips within the coordi nated system unless the agency proves

to the local governing authority or, in designated service

areas not governed by a |local governing authority, the

conm ssion that the agency can use a nore cost-effective

al ternative provider.

2. Prescribe by rule procedures for proving to the

| ocal governing authority or, in designated service areas not

governed by a |l ocal governing authority, the conmi ssion that

an alternative provider is nore cost-effective than the

coordi nated system Agencies nust denonstrate either that the

proposed alternative provider can provide a trip of equa

guality and safety for the clients at a | ower cost than that

provided within the coordi nated systemor that the coordinated

system cannot acconmnpdate the agency's clients.

(i) For designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, devel op standards and rul es for

community transportation coordinators and any transportation

operator or coordination contractor fromwhomservice is

purchased or arranged by the conmunity transportation

coordi nat or covering coordi nati on, operation, safety,

insurance, eligibility for services, costs, and use of

transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ces. These standards and

rul es nust include, but are not linmted to standards and rul es

gover ni ng:
1. Mninum performance standards for the delivery of

services. These standards should be included in coordi nator

contracts and transportation operator contracts and contain

clear penalties for repeated or continuing violations.

2. Mnimumliability insurance requirenents for al

transportati on services purchased, provided, or coordinated

12
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for the transportation di sadvantaged through the community

transportati on coordi nat or

3. Drug and al cohol testing for safety-sensitive job

posi tions.
4. Escort of passengers or passengers services.

5. A local conplaint process that will advise

di ssati sfied persons concerning the comunity transportation

coordi nator's procedures governing conplaints or grievances

and the conmi ssion's onbudsnman program

6. Trips out of service area.

7. Billing requirenents for the community

transportati on coordi nators.

8. Adequate seating arrangenents for paratransit

riders and escorts.

9. Paratransit drivers' duties and behavi ors.

10. Policies for passenger no shows, including the

assessnent of fines agai nst passengers for no shows.

11. Vehicl e operations and equi pnent, including

t wo-way conmmuni cations in paratransit vehicles and air

conditioning and heaters in each vehicle.

12. First aid and cardi opul nonary resuscitation

policies.
13. Reporting or planning requirenents for community

transportati on coordi nators, transportati on operators,

coordi nation contractors, state agenci es and departnents,

net ropol i tan pl anni ng organi zati ons, and designated offici al

pl anni ng agenci es.

(j) Develop and nonitor rules and procedures for
adm ni stering ss. 427.011-427.017.

13
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(k) For designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, approve the appoi ntnent of al

community transportation coordi nators.

(1) Apply for and accept funds, grants, gifts, and

services fromthe Federal Governnent, state governnent, |oca

governnents, or private funding sources. Funds acquired or

accepted under this paragraph nust be adm nistered by the

conmi ssion to carry out the conmission's responsibilities.

(m Make an annual report to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by February 1 of each year.

(n) After consultations with |ocal governing

authorities, prepare a statew de 5-year

transportati on-di sadvant aged plan that addresses the

transportati on probl ens and needs of the transportation

di sadvantaged, that is fully coordinated with |local transit

pl ans, conpatible with | ocal governnent conprehensive plans,

and that ensures that the nost cost-effective and efficient

net hod of providing transportation to the di sadvantaged is

progranmed for devel opnent.

(o) For designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, review and approve nenor andunms of

agreenent and transportation-di sadvant aged service plans for

the provision of coordinated transportati on services.

(p) For designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, review, nonitor, and coordi nate al

requests for transportation-di sadvant aged | ocal - gover nnent,

state, and federal funds and all plans for confornance with

conm ssion policy, without del aying the application process.

Such funds nmust be available only to those entities

participating in an approved coordi nated transportati on system

14
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1| or entities that have received a conm ssi on-approved wai ver to
2| obtain all or part of their transportation through another

3| neans. This process nust identify procedures for coordinating
41 with the state's intergovernnental coordination and review

5| procedures and s. 216.212(1) and any other appropriate

6 | grant-review process.

7 (q) For designated service areas not governed by a

8 | local governing authority, develop a contracting, billing, and
9 | accounting systemto be used by all conmunity transportation
10 | coordinators and their transportati on operators.

11 (r) Design, devel op, arrange, and i npl enent

12 | transportati on-di sadvant aged trai ning prograns. The conmi ssion
13 | shall coordinate, arrange, or provide statew de training

14 | prograns for | ocal governing authorities, |ocal coordinating
15 | boards, designated pl anni ng agenci es, community transportation
16 | coordi nators, transportation operators, and consunmers. Loca

17 | governing authorities and comunity transportation

18 | coordinators nmay use trust fund noneys for travel to

19 | conmission training prograns. The conm ssion shall provide
20| l ocal service areas with technical assistance in training and
21| coordinate other training opportunities to prevent duplication
22 | of effort and expense.
23 (s) To the extent practicable, assist in the
24 | coordi nation of transportation-di sadvantaged prograns with
25 | appropriate state, local, and federal agencies and public
26 | transit agencies to ensure conpatibility with existing
27 | transportati on systens.
28 (t) Designate the official planning agency in areas
29 | outside the purview of a netropolitan planning organi zation
30 (u) Provide by rule, for designated service areas not
31| governed by a local governing authority, need-based criteria

15
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1| that nust be used by all comunity transportation coordinators
2| and local coordinating boards to prioritize the delivery of

3 | nonsponsored transportation-di sadvant aged services that are

4 | purchased with noneys fromthe Transportati on D sadvant aged

5| Trust Fund.

6 (v) Provide by rule criteria that nust be used by al

7| comunity transportati on coordinators and | ocal coordinating

8 | boards to deternine passenger eligibility for nonsponsored

9 | transportation-di sadvant aged services that are purchased with
10 | noneys fromthe Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund.

11 (w) For designated service areas not governed by a

12 | I ocal governing authority, develop a quality assurance and

13 | eval uation programto nonitor, based upon approved comn ssion
14 | performance standards, rules, and contracts, services

15| contracted for by an agency, services provided by a designated
16 | official planning agency, and services provided by a community
17 | transportation coordinator and its transportati on operators

18 | and coordination contractors. Staff of the quality assurance
19 | and nanagenent revi ew programshall function independently and
20| be directly responsible to the executive director
21 (x) Ensure that local community transportation
22 | coordi nators work cooperatively with | ocal WAGES coalitions
23 | established in chapter 414 to provide assistance in the
24 | devel opnent of innovative transportation services for WAGES
25 | parti ci pants.
26 (y) Review and issue a nonbinding report, at |east
27 | every 3 years, regarding the cost-effectiveness of each
28 | community transportation coordi nator
29 1. The report nust include the actual expenditures for
30 | transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ces for each state agency,
31| and the actual expenditures of each official planning agency,

16

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

SB 854 First Engrossed (ntc)

| ocal governnent, and agency that is directly federally

funded. The report nust also include reviews of the

cost-effectiveness of the comunity transportation

coordinators or other transportati on operators.

2. The conmission shall analyze and report the data

and conclusions in a format of its choosing. The final report

nmust be delivered to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the |ocal

governing authorities, the county conmni ssioners in each

desi ghated service area, and the | ocal coordi nati ng boards.

3. The report, at a mininmum nust address the

fol | owi ng:
a. The extent to which the comunity transportation

coordinator is maxim zing the use of volunteer services.

b. The extent to which the comunity transportation

coordinator is maxim zing the use of resources for which

federal, state, or |ocal government agencies have al ready

pai d, such as transit and fixed-route services.

c. The extent to which the comunity transportation

coordi nat or has conpared the cost of its actual and proposed

services with those of |ocal nongovernnental transportation

operators serving the general public for trips of equa

average trip length. Such conpari son nmay distingui sh between

t he accessi bl e and nonaccessible trips but nust be w thout

regard to other special requirenents and, if the community

transportati on coordinator's actual cost exceeds such private

nmar ket costs, the extent to which the community transportation

coordi nat or has denobnstrated an essential public welfare

concern that justifies the higher expenditure.

d. Not inlieu of, but in addition to sub-subparagraph

c., if the comunity transportation coordi nator provides a

17
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speci al i zed service not available in the general public, the

extent to which such system has been conpared in cost to

simlar specialized services in conparable jurisdictions, and,

if the actual cost of the system exceeds the cost of

conparabl e systens, the extent to which the comunity

transportati on coordi nator has denonstrated an essenti al

public wel fare concern which justifies the higher expenditure.

e. The extent to which the comunity transportation

coordi nat or has devel oped an anti-fraud programthat provides

a conprehensive and cost-effective anti-fraud strategy.

f. The extent to which the conmunity transportation

coordi nat or has devel oped a quality-of-service programthat

provi des conprehensive and effective quality-of-service

assurance for clients of the system

g. The extent to which the comunity transportation

coordi nat or has devel oped an eligibility screening process

that assures that only persons neeting the statutory

requi renments of federal and state law are pernmitted to use the

system wth prioritization as to need to the extent all owabl e

by | aw.
4. The purpose of the report is to be informationa

and not binding upon the | ocal governing authority or upon the

community transportation coordinator, and the report is to be

used as the |l ocal governing authority or the community

transportati on coordi nator considers appropriate. A though not

mandatory, this section does not preclude the | ocal governing

authority or the community transportati on coordi nator from

responding to the issued report.

(z) Adopt rules and procedures necessary to carry out

t he purposes of this section.

18
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1 (2) In designated services areas where the county

2 | comi ssion elects to becone the | ocal governing authority, the
3| local governing authority has the followi ng powers in addition
4] to those conferred by s. 427.0151

5 (a) To provide objectives for providing transportation
6 | services for the transportati on di sadvantaged within the
7]jurisdiction of the |ocal governing authority.

8 (b) To devel op policies and procedures for the

9| coordination of |ocal governnent, federal, and state funding
10| for the transportati on di sadvantaged within the jurisdiction
11| of the local governing authority.

12 (c) To assure that all procedures, guidelines, and

13 | directives issued by purchasi ng agenci es are conducive to the
14 | coordi nati on of transportati on services.

15 (d) To assure that agencies purchase all trips within
16 | the coordinated systemwi thin the jurisdiction of the |oca

17 | governing authority, unless the agency proves to the |oca

18 | governing authority that it can use a nore cost-effective,

19 | alternative provider. The |ocal governing authority nust
20 | devel op criteria and procedures for agencies to prove that an
21 | alternative provider is nore cost-effective and appropriate
22 | than the coordinated system
23 (e) To develop standards and rules for comunity
24 | transportation coordi nators and any transportati on operator
25| and coordi nati on contractor from whom service is purchased or
26 | arranged by the conmunity transportation coordi nator covering
27 | coordi nation, operation, safety, insurance, eligibility for
28 | services, costs, and use of transportation-di sadvant aged
29 | servi ces.
30 (f) To appoint the community transportation
31 | coordi nator.

19

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

SB 854 First Engrossed (ntc)

(g) To apply for and accept funds, grants, gifts, and

services fromthe Federal Governnent, state governnent, |oca

governnents, or private funding sources. Funds acquired or

accepted under this subsection nust be collected and

admi ni stered by the local governing authority to carry out the

| ocal governing authority's responsibilities.

(h) To review and approve nenoranduns of agreenent and

transportati on-di sadvant aged service plans for the provision

of coordi nated transportati on services.

(i) To review, nonitor, and coordi nate applicable

transportati on-di sadvant aged | ocal governnent, state, and

federal fund requests and plans for conformance with | oca

governi ng authority policy, wi thout delaying the application

pr ocess.
(j) To develop a contracting, billing, and accounting

systemto be used by the community transportati on coordi nator

and its transportation operators.

(k) To devel op need-based criteria that nust be used

by the community transportation coordinator to prioritize the

delivery of nonsponsored transportation-di sadvant aged

servi ces.
(1) To develop a quality assurance and eval uati on

programto nonitor, based upon approved | ocal governing

authority standards and contracts, services contracted for by

an agency, services provided by a designated official planning

agency, and services provided by a community transportation

coordinator and its transportation operators and coordi nation

contractors.

(m To ensure that the local comunity transportation

coordi nat or works cooperatively with | ocal WAGES coalitions

established in chapter 414 to provide assistance in the

20
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1| devel opnent of innovative transportation services for WAGES
2 | partici pants.
3 Section 4. Section 427.0135, Florida Statutes, is
4 | anended to read:
5 427.0135 Agency purchasers of
6 | transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ces Menber—departrents;
7 | duties—and—responsibitities. --Each agency purchasi ng
8 | transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ces nenber—departrent—in
9 . I el I I ey TR
10 | shal I :
11 (1)(a) Use the coordinated transportation system for
12 | the provision of transportation-di sadvantaged services to its
13| clients, unless the agency, using procedures developed in rule
14 | by the conmi ssion, proves to the |ocal governing authority or
15 | when appropriate, to the comm ssion that the use of an
16 | alternative provider is nore cost-effective and appropriate
17 | than the coordi nat ed syst em each—departrent—reets—the—criterta
18 | sttHnRed—+n—+ute—to—use—an—atternativeprovider.
19 (b) Subject to the provisions of s. 409.908(18), the
20 | Medi cai d agency shall purchase nonenergency transportation
21 | services through the community coordi nated transportation
22 | systemunless a nore cost-effective nethod is determ ned by
23| the agency for Medicaid clients or unless otherwise linmted or
24 | directed by the General Appropriations Act.
25 (2) Provide the comm ssion, by Cctober Septenber 15 of
26 | each year, with an accounting of all funds spent as well as
27 | the nunber of as—hoewfany trips that were purchased with
28 | agency funds.
29 (3) Assist conmunities in devel opi ng coordi nated
30| transportation systens designed to serve the transportation
31 | di sadvant aged.

21
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(4) Assure that its rules, procedures, guidelines, and
directives are conducive to the coordination of transportation
funds and services for the transportati on di sadvant aged.

(5) Provide technical assistance, as needed, to
community transportation coordinators or transportation
operators or participating agencies.

Section 5. Section 427.015, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

427.015 Function of the netropolitan planning
organi zation or designated official planning agency in
coordinating transportation for the transportation
di sadvant aged. - -

(1) The netropolitan planning organi zati on or

desi gnat ed pl anni ng agency shall assist in the |oca

coordi nation of transportation services provided to the

transportati on di sadvantaged i n each desi gnated service area.

The goal of this local coordination is to assure the

cost-effective and safe provision of transportation by

qgualified community transportati on coordi nators and

transportation operators for the transportati on di sadvant aged

wi thout any bias or presunption in favor of nultioperator

systens or not-for-profit transportation operators over

si ngl e-operator systens or for-profit systens.

22
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(2) 3 Each netropolitan planning organi zation or

desi gnated official planning agency shall prepare an annua
expendi ture report reguest—each—tocal—governrent—in—i+ts
jurseieton—to—provide—an—estirmate of all |ocal and direct

federal funds to be expended for transportation for the

di sadvant aged. The netropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or

desi gnated official planning agency shall consolidate this
information into a single report and forward it, by COctober 15
the—beginning of each fHseal year, to the conmi ssion

23
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(3) Each netropolitan planni ng organi zati on or

desi gnated official planning agency shall assist the community

transportati on coordi nator in devel oping and annual |y updati ng

a transportation-di sadvant aged servi ce pl an.
Section 6. Section 427.0151, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

427.0151 Selection of the |local governing authority;

reconmendati on of the community transportati on coordi nator by

the nmetropolitan planni ng organi zati on or designated offici al

pl anni ng agency. - -

(1) (a) Each netropolitan planning organi zati on or

desi gnated official planning agency nmust first ask the

appropriate county comi ssi on whether the county conmi ssion

chooses to beconme the | ocal governing authority that is to

govern coordi nated transportation services for the

transportati on di sadvantaged within the authority's designated

service area

(b) |If the county conmi ssion elects to becone the

| ocal governing authority, it nust next decide whether it wll

al so becone the conmunity transportation coordinator with al

powers and responsibilities conferred by this chapter. |If the

county conmi ssion elects to becone the | ocal governing

authority but not the comunity transportati on coordi nat or

the county conmi ssion nust appoint the community

transportati on coordi nator for the designhated service area. In

appoi nting the comunity transportation coordi nator, the

county conmission is not precluded fromusing a

conpetitive-procurenent selection process and, if so, is

specifically authorized to use the county's

conpetitive-procurenent | aws and procedures, including

cont est ed- procurenment appeal procedures, to appoint the

24
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community transportation coordi nator. The appoi nted comunity

transportati on coordi nator shall serve at the pleasure of the

| ocal governing authority.

(2)(a) Alternatively, a netropolitan pl anni ng

organi zation or designated official planning agency may ask

the appropriate county comrissions in a nulti-county area

whet her the county conmissions wish to formthe |oca

governing authority that is to govern coordi nated

transportati on services for the transportati on di sadvant aged

within the authority's multi-county designated service area.

(b) If the county conm ssions choose to create a

nmul ti-county designated service area, the | ocal governing

authority shall consist of a nunber of county conm ssion

nenbers fixed by a witten agreenent between the counties in

t he desi gnated service area; however, the nunber of county

conm ssion nenbers nust proportionally represent the counties

in the designhated service area. County conmi ssioners appoi nted

to the board of the | ocal governing authority will serve for a

termof 2 years.

(c) If anulti-county conm ssion |ocal governing

authority is established, the multi-county | ocal governing

authority nust decide whether it will al so becone the

community transportation coordinator with all powers and

responsibilities conferred by the chapter. If the nulti-county

| ocal governing authority elects not to becone the comunity

transportation coordinator, it nmust appoint the community

transportati on coordinator for the multi-county designated

service area. In appointing the comunity transportation

coordinator, the multi-county |ocal governing authority is not

precluded fromusing a conpetitive-procurenent selection

process and, if so, is specifically authorized to use

25
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conpetitive-procurenent | aws and procedures, including

cont est ed- procurenment appeal procedures, to appoint the

community transportation coordinator. The multi-county | oca

governing authority shall select the conpetitive-procurenent

| aws and procedures it intends to use. The appoi nted comunity

transportati on coordi nator shall serve at the pleasure of the

nmul ti-county | ocal governing authority.

(3)(a) Wenever a county comi ssion chooses not to

becone the | ocal governing authority, the appropriate

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or designated offici al

pl anni ng agency shall recommend to the conmission a single

community transportation coordinator for the designated

service area

(b) Notwithstandi ng chapter 287, the appropriate

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or designated official

pl anni ng agency may recomend the comunity transportation

coordi nator for the designated service area wi thout use of

conpetitive procurenent. However, in reconmendi ng the

community transportation coordinator, the appropriate

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or designated official

pl anni ng agency is not precluded fromusing a

conpetitive-procurenent selection process and, if so, is

specifically authorized to follow the provisions of chapter

287 in appointing the comunity transportati on coordi nat or

(c) The netropolitan planning organi zati on or

desi gnated official planning agency shall subnit the

reconmendation to the conmi ssion. The commi ssi on has the power

to appoint, renew the appointnment of, or termnate the

appoi ntnent of any community transportati on coordi nator

(d) The selected community transportati on coordi nat or

will serve for up to 5 years before renewal .
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(e) The commission shall adopt rules for the

reconmendat i on, designation, selection, renewal, approval, and

revocation of designation of any conmunity transportation

coordinator by a nmetropolitan planni ng organi zati on or

desi gnhated official planning agency in designated service

areas not governed by a | ocal governing authority.

Section 7. Section 427.0155, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewordi ng of section. See

s. 427.0155, F.S., for present text.)

427.0155 Community transportation coordi nators; powers

and duti es. --

(1) The community transportation coordinator nay

provide all or a portion of needed transportation services for

the transportati on di sadvantaged but shall remmin responsible

for the provision of those coordinated services in the

desi ghat ed service area.

(2) The community transportation coordinator shal

subcontract or broker those transportation services that are

nore cost-effectively and efficiently provided.

(3) Comunity transportation coordi nators have the

powers and duty to:

(a) Execute contracts for service using a standard

contract that includes performance standards for

transportati on operators and coordi nation contractors. \Wen

pur chasi ng transportati on-di sadvant aged services, a conmmunity

transportati on coordi nator nust conply with

conpetitive-procurenent procedures of chapter 287. If the

community transportation coordinator is a |ocal governing

authority, the comunity transportati on coordi nator nust

conply with the conpetitive-procurenent procedures of the

27
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county in which it operates. However, this

conpetitive-procurenent requirenent does not restrict the

community transportation coordinator's ability to issue

requests for proposals or to negotiate contracts.

(b) Collect annual operating data for subnittal to the

| ocal coordinating board, the netropolitan planning

organi zation, or the designated official planning agency; to

the | ocal governing authority, when appropriate; and to the

comm Sssi on.

(c) Review and analyze all transportati on operator and

coordi nation contractor contracts annually.

(d) Approve and coordi nate the use of school buses and

public transportation services in accordance with the

transportati on-di sadvant aged service pl an.

(e) In cooperation with the | ocal coordinating board,

review all applications for |ocal-governnent, federal, and

state transportati on-di sadvantaged funds, and devel op

cost-effective coordination strategies. Wth the approval of

the | ocal coordinating board, the conmi ssion or, when

applicable, the local governing authority, funding to support

the community transportation coordinator's functions

associ ated with coordination activities may be obtained froma

coordi nation fee charged as part of each trip arranged or

provi ded.
(f) Develop, negotiate, inplenment, and nonitor a

transportati on-di sadvant aged service plan. The transportation

di sadvant aged- servi ce plan nust be reviewed by the |oca

coordi nati ng board and approved by the | ocal governing

authority or, in designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, by the commission. A copy of the
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pl an approved by the | ocal governing authority nust be

forwarded, within 30 days, to the conmi ssion.

(g) The community transportation coordinator and the

| ocal coordinating board shall establish priorities with

regard to the recipients of nonsponsored transportation

di sadvant aged services that are purchased with noneys fromthe

Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund. The establi shed

priorities nust be approved by the |ocal governing authority,

when appropri at e.

(4) Work cooperatively with I ocal WAGES coalitions

established in chapter 414 to provide assistance in the

devel opnent of innovative transportation services for WAGES

partici pants.
Section 8. Section 427.0156, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

427.0156 Local coordi nating boards; establishnment and

nenber shi p. - -

(1) A local coordinating board shall be established in

each county. However, when agreed upon in witing by the

boards of county conmi ssioners in each county to be covered in

t he designated service area, multicounty | ocal coordinating

boards may be appointed. In a multicounty service area, the

witten agreenent nust state the order in which the counties

will rotate the position of chair and the length of tine for

whi ch each county's representative is to serve as chair on the

| ocal coordinating board.

(2) The local coordinating board shall be an advisory

body whose purpose is to identify local service needs and to

provide infornmation, advice, consultation, direction, and

criticismto the local governing authority and to the

community transportation coordi nator on the coordination of
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services to be provided to the transportati on di sadvantaged in

t he desi gnated service area.

(3) The netropolitan planni ng organi zation or the

desi gnat ed pl anni ng agency shall appoint one el ected official

to serve as official chair for all |ocal coordinating board

neetings. The appointed chair nust be an elected official from

the county that the | ocal coordinating board serves. For a

nmul ti county | ocal coordinating board, the elected official who

is appointed to serve as chair nust be fromone of the

counties served. The chair of a multicounty |local coordinating

board shall coordinate as nearly equal representation of the

counties in the service area as is feasible.
(4) |In addition to the chair, the other nenbers of the
| ocal coordinating board shall be appointed by the

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or the designated offici al

pl anni ng agency. The following entities or persons nust be

voti ng nenbers on the |ocal coordinating board:

(a) A local representative of the Departnent of

Transportation, to be appointed by the secretary of that

depart nent.
(b) A local representative of the Departnent of

Children and Family Services, to be appointed by the secretary

of that departnent.

(c) A local representative of the Departnent of

Education, to be appointed by the conm ssi oner of that

depart nent.
(d) A local representative of the Departnent of

Veterans' Affairs, to be appointed by the executive director

of that departnent.
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(e) A local representative of the Departnent of

Elderly Affairs, to be appointed by the secretary of that

depart nent.
(f) A local representative of the Agency for Health

Care Administration, to be appointed by the executive director

of that agency.

(g) A local representative of the Departnent of

Health, to be appointed by the secretary of that departnent.

(h) A local representative of the |ocal WAGES

coalition, to be appointed by the chair of the |ocal WAGES

coalition.
(i) In counties served by public transit systens, a

representative of the local transit agency, to be appointed by

the executive director of that transit agency, except in cases

where the public transit system serves as the community

transportati on coordi nat or

(j) A disabled person representing the disabled in the

county, to be appointed by a mapjority vote of the nenbers

present.
(k) One representative of the local private for-profit

transportation industry, to be appointed by a majority vote of

the nmenbers present, except in cases when the private

for-profit transportati on nenber serves as the community

transportati on coordi nat or

(1) One representative of the local private

not-for-profit transportation industry, to be appointed by a

majority vote of the nmenbers present, except in cases when the

private not-for-profit transportati on nenber serves as the

communi ty transportation coordinator

(m Two citizen representatives who use the

coordi nated transportation systemas their prinmary neans of
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transportation, to be appointed by a majority vote of the

nenbers present.

(5) For a multicounty | ocal coordinating board, if one

or nore netropolitan planning organi zati ons or the designated

of ficial planning agency serve the designated service area,

affected netropolitan planni ng organi zati ons and the

desi gnated official planning agency shall nmeet to jointly

appoi nt voting nenbers to the |ocal coordinating board. The

conposition of the multicounty | ocal coordinating board shal

constitute as fairly proportional representation of the

counties in the service area as is feasible.

(6)(a) An enployee of a community transportation

coordi nator may not serve as a voting nenber of the |oca

coordinating board in an area where the comunity

transportati on coordi nator serves. However, community

transportati on coordinators and their enpl oyees are not

prohibited fromserving on a |local coordinating board in an

area where they are not the coordinator

(b) An elected official serving as chair of the

coordi nati ng board, or other governnental enployees that are

not enpl oyed for the purpose of making provisions for

transportation and are not directly supervised by the

community transportation coordinator, are not precluded from

serving as voting nenbers of the coordinating board.

(7) Al nenbers of the local coordinating board shal

be appointed for 3-year staggered terns with initial nenbers

bei ng appointed equally for 1 year, 2 years, and 3 years.

(8) The local coordinating board shall hold an

organi zati onal neeting each year for the purpose of electing a

vice chair. The vice chair shall be elected by a majority vote

of the nenbers of the |ocal coordinating board present and
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voting at the organizational neeting. Wien the chair is

absent, the vice chair shall assune the duties of the chair

and conduct the neeting.

(9) The local coordinating board shall neet at | east

guarterly, or nore frequently at the call of the chair. A

majority of the nenbers of the |ocal coordinating board

constitutes a quorum and a najority vote of the

representatives present is necessary for any action taken by

the | ocal coordinating board.

(10) Menbers of the |l ocal coordinating board shal

serve w thout conpensation but are entitled to per diem and

travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061

(11) The netropolitan planni ng organi zation or the

desi gnat ed pl anni ng agency shall provide each board with

sufficient staff support and resources to enable it to fulfil

its duties and responsibilities.
Section 9. Section 427.0157, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

(Substantial rewordi ng of section. See
s. 427.0157, F.S., for present text.)
427.0157 Local coordi nating boards; powers and

duties. --
(1) The purpose of each local coordinating board is to

devel op | ocal service needs and priorities and to provide

i nformation, advice, and direction to the | ocal governing

authority and to the community transportati on coordinators

concerning the coordination of services to be provided to the

transportati on di sadvantaged in the | ocal governing

authority's designated service area.

(2) Each local coordinating board shall neet at | east

guarterly and shall:
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(a) Review the transportation-di sadvant aged service

plan with the community transportati on coordi nator and provide

its findings to the local governing authority and to the

comm ssi on.

(b) Evaluate services provided by the community

transportati on coordinator in neeting the requirenents of the

approved transportation-di sadvant aged servi ce pl an.

(c) In cooperation with the conmunity transportation

coordi nator, review and provide recomendations to the |oca

governi ng authority or, when appropriate, to the conmi ssion

concerni ng fundi ng applications affecting the transportation

di sadvant aged.

(d) Assist the community transportati on coordinator in

establishing priorities and trip purposes, and deternining

client eligibility with regard to the recipients of

nonsponsored transportati on-di sadvant aged services that are

purchased with noneys fromthe Transportation D sadvant aged
Trust Fund.
(e) In designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, assist the netropolitan planning

organi zation or designated official planning agency in the

process of recommending to the conmission the community

transportati on coordi nat or

(f) At least annually, review and eval uate the

perfornmance of the community transportation coordinator in

providing or arrangi ng transportation services to the

transportati on di sadvantaged in the designated service area.

The eval uation of the perfornmance of the coordinator nust be

based on the approved evaluation criteria and perfornance

neasur es devel oped by the | ocal governing authority or, in

desi ghat ed service areas not governed by a | ocal governing
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authority, by the conmi ssion. A copy of the performance

eval uation shall be subnmitted to the | ocal governing

authority, to the netropolitan planning organi zation or the

desi gnated official planning agency, and to the conm ssion

(g) Evaluate nulticounty or regional transportation

opportuniti es.

(h) Work cooperatively with | ocal WAGES coalitions

established in chapter 414 to provide assistance in the

devel opnent of innovative transportation services for WAGES

partici pants.

(3) \Whenever possible, |local coordinating boards shal

devel op reci procal agreenents with adjacent |ocal coordinating

boards in order to facilitate and foster innovative agreenents

to reduce costs and legal barriers to nmulticounty or regiona

transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ce needs. Local coordinating

boards shall cooperate with | ocal governing authorities to

reduce barriers to efficient nulticounty or regiona

transportati on-di sadvant aged servi ces.

(4) The local coordinating board may recommend

approval or disapproval of transportation operator and

coordi nation contractor contracts to the community

transportati on coordi nator, providing the basis for its

reconmendation. Wthin 30 days after its receipt of the |l oca

coordi nating board's recommendati on, the community

transportati on coordi nator nmust accept or reject the

reconmendation, providing witten reasons for its rejection

The | ocal coordinating board may request the | ocal governing

authority or, in designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, the conmission to reviewthe

community transportation coordinator's final decision. A copy

35

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




SB 854 First Engrossed (ntc)

1| of the conmunity transportation coordinator's response, in any

2| instance, nust be forwarded to the conm ssion

3 (5) Each local coordinating board shall establish a

4 | grievance committee to hear conplaints and other matters from

5|riders and interested persons. The comni ssion by rul e shal

6 | establish the size, conposition, specific tasks, and

7 | procedures for the grievance comnittee process.

8 (6) Each local coordinating board shall assist the

9| local governing authority in assuring that each state or |oca

10 | agency purchases all trips within the coordi nated system

11 | unl ess the agency denpnstrates to the | ocal governing

12 | authority, pursuant to s. 427.0160, that the agency's use of

13 ] an alternative provider is nore cost-effective than the

14 | purchase of transportation through the coordi nated system

15 Section 10. Subsections (2) and (3) of section

16 | 427. 0158, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 427.0158 School bus and public transportation.--

18 (2) The school boards shall cooperate in the

19 | utilization of their vehicles to enhance coordi nated

20 | di sadvant aged transportation by providing the information as

21 | required by this section and by allowi ng the use of their

22 | vehicles at actual cost upon request when those vehicles are

23 | avail able for such use and are not transporting students.

24 | Semi annual ly, no later than Cctober 1 and April 30, a designee

25| fromthe local school board shall provide the comunity

26 | transportation coordinator with copies to the |oca

27 | coordi nati ng eecerdinated—transportation board, the foll ow ng

28 | information for vehicles not schedul ed 100 percent of the tine

29 | for student transportation use:

30 (a) The nunber and type of vehicles by adult capacity,

31| including days and tines, that the vehicles are available for
36
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coordi nated transportation-di sadvant aged t+ansportation
th—satdvantaged services;

(b) The actual cost per nmile by vehicle type

avai | abl e;

(c) The actual driver cost per hour;

(d) Additional actual cost associated with vehicle use
out si de the established workday or workweek of the entity; and

(e) Notification of lead tinme required for vehicle
use.

(3) The public transit fixed route or fixed schedule
system shal |l cooperate in the utilization of its regular
service to enhance coordi nated transportati on-di sadvant aged

transportati-on—disatdvantaged services by providing the

information as required by this section. Annually, no later

than Cctober 1, a designee fromthe local public transit fixed
route or fixed schedul e system shall provide the community
transportation coordinator, with copies to the | oca

coordi nati ng eceordinated—t+ransportation board, the foll ow ng

i nf or mati on:

(a) A copy of all current schedul es, route naps,
system map, and fare structure;

(b) A copy of the current charter policy;

(c) A copy of the current charter rates and hour
requi renents; and

(d) Required notification tine to arrange for a
charter.

Section 11. Section 427.0159, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 427.0159, F.S., for present text.)

427.0159 Transportati on Di sadvantaged Trust Fund. --
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(1) There is established in the State Treasury the

Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund to be adm ni stered by

the Commi ssion for the Transportation Di sadvantaged. Al fees

collected for the transportati on di sadvant aged program under
s. 320.03(9) shall be deposited in the trust fund.

(2) Funds deposited in the trust fund shall be
appropriated by the Legislature to the comm ssion and shall be

used to fund grants for operational, planning, and

mat ch-requi renent expenses associated with the provision of

nonsponsor ed transportati on-di sadvant aged services and to fund

the administrative expenses of the conm ssion

(3)(a) The conmission, in consultation with |oca

governing authorities, shall by rule determne a fair and

equitable grant-distribution formula for nonsponsored

transportati on-di sadvant aged f unds.

(b) After determ ning each year's fair and equitable

grant-distribution fornula of funds avail abl e through the

Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund, the conm ssi on shal

di sburse to each |l ocal governing authority a block grant for

nonsponsored transportation activities in the | ocal governing

authority's designated service area. Each |ocal governing

authority's initial disbursenment will represent the nmaxi num

anmount al |l owabl e under rules of the Conptroller's office.

(c) For designated service areas not governed by a

| ocal governing authority, the conmi ssion nmay adopt rul es

establishing and i npl enenting a grant programto fund

nonsponsored transportation services, including the purchase

of capital equipnent and pl anning activities.

(4)(a) The local governing authority, with advice from

the |l ocal coordinating board, shall deternmine the priority for

usi ng such nonsponsored grant funds received under the
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all ocation fornula. The | ocal governing authority is not

responsi ble to the conmi ssion regardi ng the choi ce of

nonsponsored transportation priorities except to assure that

the priorities chosen are within the stated purposes of this

chapter.
(b) Local coordinating boards, in designated service

areas not governed by a | ocal governing authority, shal

determine the priority for using such nonsponsored grant funds

received under the allocation fornula. Any prioritization

devel oped by the |l ocal coordinating board for trips shall be

based on the following criteria:

Cost -effectiveness and efficiency.

2. Purpose of trip.
3. Unnet needs.
4. Avail abl e resources.

Each | ocal coordinating board in a designated service area not

governed by a local governing authority is responsible to the

conmi ssion regardi ng the choi ce of nonsponsored transportation

priorities in order that the chosen priorities be within the

stated purposes of this chapter

(5) Funds deposited in the trust fund may be used by a

| ocal governing authority or the conmission as funding of |ast

resort for transportation-di sadvant aged servi ces. The

nonsponsored trust fund noneys nay be used only to subsidize a

portion of a transportation-di sadvantaged person's

transportation costs which is not sponsored by any other

agency, but only if a cash or in-kind match is required. Rider

eligibility for nonsponsored transportati on-di sadvant aged

servi ces nust be based upon the need of the recipient and

according to criteria devel oped by the conmi ssion
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1 (6) The commission shall request budget authority to
2| establish a reserve fund to be used when estinmated revenues
3| are not collected and for an energency fund to be used for
4 | transportation-di sadvantaged services in tines of natura
5| di sasters, discontinuance of services, or as otherw se
6| directed by rules of the comn ssion
7 Section 12. Section 427.016, Florida Statutes, is
8 | anended to read:
9 427.016 Use of the coordinated transportati on system
10| by all fundi ng agenci es Expentiture—of—tocal—governrent—
11 | state—and—federal—ftunds—for—thetransportation
12 | di-satdvantaget. - -
13 (1)(a) Subject to the provisions of this section,al
14 | transportation di sadvantaged funds appropriated to state or
15| |l ocal agencies and expended within the state nust shat be
16 | expended to purchase transportation services fromconmmunity
17 | transportation coordinators. State or |ocal agencies or their
18 | clients may not purchase transportation services from an
19 | alternative provider unless er—pubH-e—private—or——private
20 | nonproft—transportationoperators—wthin—the—coordinated
21 | transpertation—system—exeept—when the rates charged by the
22 | proposed alternative provider are first proven to the |l oca
23 | governing authority or, if appropriate, to the conmi ssion
24 | atternate—operators—areproven—purstant—to—rutes—generated—by
25 | the—Comri-sston—Tfor—the—Transportation—brsadvantagedt o be
26 | nore cost-effective than the rates charged by the community
27 | transportation coordi nator, to ant—are not constitute a risk
28| to the public health, safety, or welfare, and to neet
29 | appropriate quality standards. However, in areas where
30| transportation suited to the unique needs of a transportation
31 | di sadvant aged person cannot be purchased from threugh the
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conmunity transportation coordinator eoerdinated—system—or

I I I I I . ot .
atternativeprovider, the service may be contracted for
directly by the appropriate agency.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to
limt or preclude the Medicaid agency from establishing
maxi nrum f ee schedul es, individualized reinbursenent policies
by provider type, negotiated fees, conpetitive bidding, or any
ot her nmechani smthat the agency considers efficient and
effective for the purchase of services on behalf of Medicaid
clients. State and |ocal agencies shall not contract for any

transportati on-di sadvant aged transpertation—tdisatvantaged

servi ces, including Medicaid reinbursable transportation

services, with any community transportation coordi nator or
transportati on operator that has been determnined by the Agency
for Health Care Adnministration, the Departnent of Legal
Affairs Medicaid Fraud Control Unit, or any state or federa
agency to have engaged in any abusive or fraudulent billing
activities.
(2) Each ageney—whether—or—not—it—is—a rerber—of—the
. F I . . I + shab—inf

state agency shall, by COctober Septenber 15 of each year
provide the conmission with an accounting of the actual anount
of funds expended and the total nunber of trips purchased,
whet her purchased through the community transportation

coordi nat or or another provider

(3) Each netropolitan planning organization or
desi gnated official planning agency shall annually conpile a
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1| report accounting for all |ocal governnent and direct federa
2| funds for transportation for the di sadvantaged expended in its
3]ljurisdiction and forward this report by Cctober September 15
4| to the conmi ssion.
5 Section 13. A county conmission nay at any tine el ect
6| to becone the | ocal governing authority under chapter 427,
7| Florida Statutes. Once the election is nmade, the | oca
8 | governing authority succeeds to all rights, powers, duties,
9] and responsibilities previously possessed by the Conm ssion
10| for the Transportati on D sadvantaged. The sel ection of the
11 | conmunity transportati on coordi nator by the | ocal governing
12 | authority must occur at the expiration of an existing
13 | nenorandum of agreenent between the conmi ssion and the
14 | conmunity transportati on coordi nator
15 Section 14. This act shall take effect COctober 1,
16 | 2000.
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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