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By Representative Mirnan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child abuse and negl ect;

3 anending s. 39.301, F.S.; providing for

4 determi nation by a child protective

5 i nvestigator as to whether a crimna

6 i nvestigation of certain allegations is

7 warrant ed; specifying criteria for making such

8 determ nations; revising requirenents for

9 notification of the appropriate |aw enforcenent

10 agency; providing for coordination of |aw

11 enforcenent agency investigative activities

12 with the Departnent of Children and Family

13 Services; revising circunstances under which a

14 | aw enforcenent agency shall docunent abuse or

15 negl ect with photographs; providing an

16 ef fective date.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (17) of section 39.301
21| Florida Statutes, are anended to read
22 39.301 Initiation of protective investigations.--
23 (2)(a) Upon notification by the departnent's centra
24 | abuse hotline under subsection (1), the designated child
25 | protective investigator shall determ ne whether a crimna
26 | investigation is warranted using the following criteria:
27 1. Achild is known or suspected to be the victim of
28 | child abuse, as defined in s. 827.03, or of neglect of a
29| child, as defined in s. 827.03.
30 2. Achild is known or suspected to have died as a
31| result of abuse or neglect.
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3. Achild is known or suspected to be the victim of

aggravated child abuse, as defined in s. 827.03.

4, Achild is known or suspected to be the victimof

sexual battery, as defined in s. 827.071, or of sexual abuse,
as defined in s. 39.01.
5. Achild is known or suspected to be the victim of

institutional child abuse or neglect, as defined in s. 39.01
and as provided for in s. 39.302(1).
(b) When a case warrants crininal investigation under

any of the criteria in paragraph (a), the designated child

protective investigator shall inmrediately notify the

appropriate | aw enforcenent agency of the jurisdiction eounty

in which the known or suspected child abuse, abandonnent, or
neglect is believed to have occurred. Upon receipt of a
report, the | aw enforcenent agency nust review the infornation
in the report to report—and deternine whether a crimna

i nvestigation of the case is warranted. |If the | aw enforcenent

agency accepts the case for crinminal investigation, it shal

coordinate its investigative activities with the departnent

whenever feasi bl e. apd—F—so,——shall—conduect—t+he—<erimnal

. . . I et r o be-
T it . . . . ey I

Hs—agent—

(17) Wen a | aw enforcenent agency conducts a crinina

investigation into allegations of child abuse, neglect, or

abandonnent, phot ographs docunenti ng the abuse or negl ect

shal | be taken when appropri at e. is—partiecipattng—in——an
. . ot had I I I f
s i . . ol I et
f the . . I
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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3
Provides for determ nation by the Departnent of Children

4 and Fam |y Services child protective investigator as to
whether a crimnal investigation of child ablse or

5 ne?Iect al | egations received over the departnent's abuse
hotline is warranted, Specifies criteria for nmaking such

6 determ nations. Provides for notification to the ]
aPproprlate IaM/enforcenent_agency_and_for coordi nati on

7 of such a?en%y‘s investigative activities with the
departnment. Revi ses circunstances under whi ch photographs

8 docunenting child abuse or neglect shall be taken during

9 a |l aw enforcenent agency's iInvestigation
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