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1
2 An act relating to innovative transportation
3 financing; anending s. 212.0606, F.S.
4 redi stributing certain proceeds of the rental
5 car surcharge; providing appropriations;
6 reduci ng certain service charges on | oca
7 option fuel taxes; directing the Departnent of
8 Transportation to allocate certain funds to
9 i mpl erent the Mbility 2000 initiative;
10 provi di ng appropriations; anending s. 320.072,
11 F.S.; revising | anguage with respect to an
12 addi tional fee inposed on notor vehicl es;
13 providing funding for the Mbility 2000
14 initiative and the Transportation Qutreach
15 Program anending s. 215.616, F.S.; providing
16 for state bonds; anmending s. 338.251, F. S
17 i ncreasi ng the anount of funds which nay be
18 advanced to expressway authorities; anending s.
19 339.08, F.S.; authorizing expenditures of State
20 Transportation Trust Funds; amendi ng 339. 12,
21 F.S.; increasing the cap on the | oca
22 gover nnment advance rei nbursenent program
23 creating s. 339.55, F.S.; providing for the
24 state-funded infrastructure bank; providing an
25 appropriation; creating s. 339.137, F.S.
26 providing for the Transportation Qutreach
27 Program providing criteria for projects to be
28 funded by the Transportation Qutreach Program
29 creating s. 339.2818, F.S.; providing for the
30 Smal | County Qutreach Program creating s
31 339.2817, F.S.; providing for the County
1
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I ncentive Grant Program anending s. 427.0159
F.S.; providing an appropriation; providing
exenption fromcertain chapter 206, F.S.

requi renments; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective July 1, 2000, subsection (2) of
section 212.0606, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

212.0606 Rental car surcharge.--

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 212. 20,
and | ess costs of adm nistration, 80 #5 percent of the
proceeds of this surcharge shall be deposited in the State

Transportation Trust Fund, 5percent—of—theproceeds—of—this
I et I . o I I !

15. 75 percent of the proceeds of this surcharge shall be

deposited in the Tourism Pronotional Trust Fund created in s.

288. 122, and 4. 25 percent of the proceeds of this surcharge

shal | be deposited in the Florida International Trade and

Pronotion Trust Fund. For the purposes of this subsection,

"proceeds" of the surcharge neans all funds collected and

received by the departnent under this section, including

i nterest and penalties on delinquent surcharges.

Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
215.20(1) and 215.20(3), Florida Statutes, the service charge
provided in sections 215.20(1) and 215.20(3), Florida
Statutes, which is deducted fromthe proceeds of the taxes
di stributed under sections 206.606(1), 207.026, 212.0501(6),
and 319.32(5), Florida Statutes, shall be elininated begi nning
July 1, 2000.
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Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
215.20(1) and 215.20(3), Florida Statutes, the service charge

provided in sections 215.20(1) and 215.20(3), Florida

Statutes, which is deducted fromthe proceeds of the taxes

di stributed under sections 206.608 and 320.072(4), Florida

Statutes, shall be elimnated beginning July 1, 2001

Section 4. In fiscal year 2000-2001, $125 nillion is
her eby appropriated fromnon-recurring General Revenue to the

State Transportation Trust Fund for the purpose of

i npl emrenting the County Incentive Grant Programcreated in
section 339.2817, Florida Statutes, and the Small County
Qutreach Programcreated in section 339.2818, Florida
Statutes. |In fiscal years 2001-2002 and 2002-2003, $125
mllion shall be appropriated annually from non-recurring

Ceneral Revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund for the

pur pose of inplenenting the County I ncentive Gant Program
created in section 339.2817, Florida Statutes, and the Smal
County Qutreach Programcreated in section 339.2818, Florida

Statutes. Up to 20 percent of such funds shall be used for

t he purpose of inplenenting the Snmall County Qutreach Program

as provided in this act. Notw thstanding any other laws to

the contrary the requirenents of sections 339.135, 339. 155,

and 339.175, Florida Statutes, shall not apply to these funds

and prograns.

Section 5. Notwithstandi ng the provisions of section

215.20(1), Florida Statutes, the service charge provided in
section 215.20(1), Florida Statutes, which is deducted from
the proceeds of the local option fuel tax distributed under

section 336.025, Florida Statutes, shall be reduced as

foll ows:
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(1) For the period July 1, 2005, through June 30,
2006, the rate of the service charge shall be 3.5 percent.

(2) Beginning July 1, 2006, and thereafter, no service

charge shall be deducted fromthe proceeds of the |ocal option
fuel tax distributed under section 336.025, Florida Statutes.

The i ncreased revenues derived fromthis section shall be

deposited in the State Transportation Trust Fund and used to

fund the County Incentive G ant Program and the Small County

Qutreach Program Up to 20 percent of such funds shall be

used for the purpose of inplenenting the Small County Qutreach

Program as provided in this act. Notwi thstanding any other

laws to the contrary the requirenents of sections 339. 135,
339. 155, and 339.175, Florida Statutes, shall not apply to
t hese funds and prograns.

Section 6. Beginning in fiscal year 2000-2001 the

Departnent of Transportation shall allocate sufficient funds
to inplenent the Mbility 2000 (Buil ding Roads for the 21st
Century) initiative. The departnent shall develop a plan to

expend these revenues and anend the current tentative work
program for the tine period 2000-2001 through 2004-2005 pri or
to adoption to include Mobility 2000 projects. |In addition

prior to work program adoption, the departnent shall subnit a

budget anendnent pursuant to section 339.135(7), Florida

Statutes, requesting budget authority needed to inplenent the

Mobility 2000 initiative. Funds will be used for corridors

that link Florida's econom c regions to seaports,

international airports, and markets to provi de connections

t hrough maj or gateways, inproved nobility in mjor urbanized

areas, and access routes for energency evacuation to coasta

4
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communi ti es based on analysis of current and projected traffic

condi ti ons.
Section 7. In fiscal year 2000-2001, there is hereby

appropriated $30 nmillion fromnon-recurring General Revenue to

the State Transportation Trust Fund to carry out the Mbility

2000 initiative pursuant to section 6. Any funds which result

fromthis appropriation or which result fromincreased

revenues to the State Transportation Trust Fund derived from

sections 1 and 2 of this act, and which are renmaining in
fiscal year 2000-2001 after the Mbility 2000 initiative is
funded shall be used by the Departnent of Transportation to

fund projects identified, prioritized, and unfunded in the

Fl orida Frei ght Stakehol ders Task Force Report, or in the Year

2000 "Fast Track" Project Applications. Pursuant to section
339.135(7), Florida Statutes, the department nay anend the
work programto add the projects necessary to inplenent this

secti on.
Section 8. For purposes of funding the foll ow ng

projects, there is hereby appropriated fromthe State

Transportation Trust Fund the follow ng anounts fromincreases

in revenue resulting fromsection 7:

(a) Olando - Sanford Airport/runway expansion -
Senminol e Co. ($8, 349, 366);

(b) 79th Street Station - H al eah - Dade Co.
($2, 000, 000);

(c) Hollywood Internpdal Initiative - Broward Co.
($1, 000, 000);

(d) Mel bourne Airport - New Hanger Construction -
Brevard Co. ($834, 937);

(e) South Florida Rail Feasibility Study - Palm
Beach/ Br owar d/ Dade ($500, 000). Funds provided for the South

5
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Florida Rail Corridor Feasibility Study are to review the CSX,
FEC and 1-95 Corridors and their relation to | and use in Pal m

Beach, Broward and Dade Counties. The departnent shal

contract with the South Florida Regi onal Transportation

Organi zation. The study shall be conpetitively bid under
chapter 287;

(f) Atlantic Corridor - City of Mani Beach - Dade Co.
($450, 000);

(g0 Relocation Study - Panama City Airport
($1, 000, 000).

(h) County Road 210 - St. Johns County ($2,000, 000).
Section 9. In fiscal years 2001-2002 and 2002- 2003,
$25 nmillion shall be appropriated annually fromnon-recurring

Ceneral Revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund, and

used to fund the Transportati on Qutreach Program created

pursuant to section 339.137, Florida Statutes.
Section 10. Effective July 1, 2005, subsection (4) of
section 320.072, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

320.072 Additional fee inposed on certain notor
vehicle registration transactions. --

(4) A tax collector or other duly authorized agent of
the departnent shall pronptly renit all nopneys collected
pursuant to this section, |less any refunds granted pursuant to

subsection (3), to the departnent to—Fhedepartrent—shatt

I . : I I . w

the—Ceneral—Revente—+unrt—The—remainder—of—the—proceeds,—after
i - —20; be

deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund.

Section 11. Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of

law, in fiscal year 2001-2002 and each year thereafter, the

increase in revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund

6
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derived fromsections 1, 2, 3, 7, 9, and 10 of this act shal

be first used by the Departnent of Transportation to fund the

Mobility 2000 initiative and any remaining funds shall be used

to fund the Transportati on Qutreach Program created pursuant

to section 339.137, Florida Statutes. Notwithstanding any

other lawto the contrary the requirenents of ss. 206.46(3),
206.606(2), Florida Statutes, shall not apply to the Mbility
2000 Initiative.

Section 12. Subsection (7) is added to section
215.616, Florida Statutes, to read

215.616 State bonds for federal aid highway
construction. --

(7) Up to $325 nmillion in bonds may be issued for the

Mobility 2000 initiative with enphasis on the Florida

Intrastate H ghway Systemto advance projects in the nost

cost-effective manner and to support energency evacuation

i nproved access to urban areas, or the enhancenent of trade

and economi c growth corridors of statew de and regi ona

si gni fi cance which pronote Florida's econom c grow h.

Section 13. Subsection (5) of section 338.251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

338.251 Toll Facilities Revolving Trust Fund.--The
Toll Facilities Revolving Trust Fund is hereby created for the

pur pose of encouragi ng the devel opnent and enhanci ng t he
financial feasibility of revenue-producing road projects
undertaken by | ocal governnental entities in a county or
conbi nati on of contiguous counti es.

(5) No ampunt in excess of $1, 500, 000$500,-660
annual ly shall be advanced to any one governnental entity
pursuant to this section wthout specific appropriation by the
Legi sl ature.
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Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 339.08, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

339.08 Use of noneys in State Transportation Trust
Fund. - -

(2) These rules nust restrict the use of such nobneys
to the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) To pay administrative expenses of the departnent,
i ncludi ng admi ni strative expenses incurred by the severa
state transportation districts, but excluding adm nistrative
expenses of commuter rail authorities that do not operate rai
servi ce.

(b) To pay the cost of construction of the State
H ghway System

(c) To pay the cost of maintaining the State H ghway
System

(d) To pay the cost of public transportation projects
in accordance with chapter 341 and ss. 332.003-332.007.

(e) To reinburse counties or nmunicipalities for
expendi tures made on projects in the State H ghway System as
aut hori zed by s. 339.12(4) upon |egislative approval.

(f) To pay the cost of econonic devel opnent
transportation projects in accordance with s. 288. 063.

(g) To lend or pay a portion of the operating,
nmai nt enance, and capital costs of a revenue-producing
transportation project that is located on the State Hi ghway
Systemor that is denonstrated to relieve traffic congestion
on the State Hi ghway System

(h) To match any federal-aid funds all ocated for any
ot her transportation purpose, including funds allocated to
projects not located in the State H ghway System

8
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(i) To pay the cost of county road projects sel ected
in accordance with the Small County Road Assi stance Program
created in s. 339.2816.

(j) To pay the cost of county or nunicipal road

projects selected in accordance with the County Incentive
Grant Programcreated in s. 339.2817, and the Small County
Qutreach Programcreated in s. 339.2818.

(k) To provide |loans and credit enhancenents for use

in constructing and i nprovi ng hi ghway transportation

facilities selected in accordance with the State-funded

Infrastructure Bank created in s. 339. 55.

(1) To fund the Transportati on Qutreach Program
created in s. 339.137.

(m ) To pay other |awful expenditures of the
depart nent.

Section 15. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
339.12, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

339.12 Aid and contributions by governnental entities
for departnent projects; federal aid.--

(4)

(c) The departnment may t+s—autherized—+toe enter into
agreenents under this subsection for a project or project
phase not included in the adopted work program As used in
this paragraph, the term "project phase" neans acquisition of
ri ghts-of -way, construction, construction inspection, and
rel ated support phases. The project or project phase nust be
a high priority of the governnental entity. Reinbursenent for
a project or project phase nust be nmade from funds
appropriated by the Legislature pursuant to s.

339.135(5). Al other provisions of this subsection apply to
agreenents entered into under this paragraph. At—mo—ti+e

9
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shatt+ The total anobunt of project agreenents for projects or
proj ect phases not included in the adopted work program may
not at any tine exceed$100%$506 million

Section 16. Section 339.55, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

339.55 State-funded infrastructure bank. --

(1) There is created within the Departnent of

Transportation a state-funded infrastructure bank for the

pur pose of providing | oans and credit enhancenents to

governnent units and private entities for use in constructing

and i nproving transportation facilities.

(2) The bank may lend capital costs or provide credit

enhancenents for a transportation facility project that is on

the State H ghway System or that provides for increased

nmobility on the state's transportation system Loans fromthe

bank may be subordinated to senior project debt that has an

i nvestnent grade rating of "BBB" or higher

(3) Loans fromthe bank may bear interest at or bel ow

mar ket interest rates, as deternined by the departnent.

Repaynent of any loan fromthe bank shall conmence not |ater

than 5 years after the project has been conpleted or, in the

case of a highway project, the facility has opened to traffic,

whi chever is later, and shall be repaid in no nore than 30

years.
(4) Except as provided in s. 339.137, to be eligible
for consideration, projects nust be consistent, to the naxi num

extent feasible, with |ocal netropolitan planning organi zati on

pl ans and | ocal governnent conprehensive plans and nust

provide a dedi cated repaynent source to ensure the loan is

repaid to the bank.

10
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1 (5) The departnent may consider, but is not limted
2|to, the following criteria for evaluation of projects for

3 | assistance fromthe bank

4 (a) The credit worthiness of the project.

5 (b) A denonstration that the project will encourage,

6 | enhance, or create econonic benefits.

7 (c) The likelihood that assistance woul d enabl e the

8| project to proceed at an earlier date than would ot herwi se be
9 | possi bl e.

10 (d) The extent to which assistance would foster

11 | innovative public-private partnerships and attract private

12 | debt or equity investnent.

13 (e) The extent to which the project would use new

14 | technologies, including intelligent transportati on systens,
15| that woul d enhance the efficient operation of the project.

16 (f) The extent to which the project would maintain or
17 | protect the environnent.

18 (g) A denonstration that the project includes

19 | transportation benefits for inproving internodalism and
20 | safety.
21 (h) The anpbunt of the proposed assistance as a
22 | percentage of the overall project costs with enphasis on | oca
23| and private participation
24 (6) Loan assistance provided by the bank shall be
25| included in the departnent's work program devel oped in
26 | accordance with s. 339. 135.
27 (7) The departnent is authorized to adopt rules to
28 | i npl enent the state-funded i nfrastructure bank
29 Section 17. There is hereby appropriated $50 million
30| in fiscal year 2000-2001 fromnon-recurring General Revenue to
31| the State Transportation Trust Fund to carry out the

11
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provi sions of section 339.55, Florida Statutes, related to the

state-funded infrastructure bank. 1In fiscal years 2001-2002

and 2002-2003, $50 nillion shall be appropriated annually from

non-recurring General Revenue to the State Transportation

Trust Fund to capitalize the state-funded infrastructure bank

created in section 339.55, Florida Statutes.

Section 18. Section 339.137, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

339. 137 Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)
supporting econoni c devel opnent; adninistration; definitions;

eligible projects; Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)

Advi sory Council created; limtations; funding.--

(1) There is created within the Departnent of

Transportation, a Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)

dedi cated to funding transportation projects of a high

priority based on the prevailing principles of preserving the

existing transportation infrastructure; enhancing Florida's

econom ¢ growt h and conpetitiveness; and inproving travel

choices to ensure nobility.

(2) For purposes of this section, words and phrases

shal | have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) Preservation.--Protecting the state's

transportation infrastructure investnent. Preservation

i ncl udes:
1. Ensuring that 80 percent of the pavenent on the

State H ghway System neets departnent standards;

2. Ensuring that 90 percent of departnment-naintained

bri dges neet departnent standards; and

3. Ensuring that the departnent achi eves 100 percent

of acceptabl e nmi nt enance standards on the state hi ghway

syst em

12
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1 (b) Econonmic Gowh and Conpetitiveness. --Ensuring
2| that state transportation i nvestnents pronote econonic
3] activities which result in devel opnent or retention of incone
4 | generative industries which increase per capita earned i ncone
5]in the state, and that such investnents inprove the state's
6 | econonic conpetitiveness.
7 (c) Mobility.--Ensuring a cost-effective, statew de
8 | interconnected transportati on system
9 (d) The term"regionally significant transportation
10| project of critical concern" neans a transportation facility
11| i nprovenent project |located in one county which provides
12 | significant enhancenent of econonic devel opnent opportunities
13| in an adjoining county or counties and which provides
14 | i nprovenents to a hurricane evacuation route.
15 (3) Eligible projects include those for planning,
16 | designing, acquiring rights-of-way for, or constructing the
17 | foll owi ng
18 (a) Major highway inprovenents.
19 1 Florida Intrastate H ghway System
20 2 Feeder roads which provide |inkages to major
21 | hi ghways
22 3 Bri dges of statewi de or regional significance
23 4 Trade and econom ¢ devel opnent corri dors.
24 5 Access projects for freight and passengers.
25 6. Hurricane evacuation routes.
26 (b) Major public transportation projects.
27 1. Seaport projects which inprove cargo and passenger
28 | novenents.
29 2. Aviation projects which increase passenger
30 | enpl anenments and cargo activity.
31

13
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3. Transit projects which inprove nobility on

i nterstate hi ghways, or which i nprove regional or localized

travel.
4, Rail projects that facilitate the novenent of

passengers and cargo including ancillary pedestrian

facilities.
5. Spaceport Florida Authority projects which inprove

space transportation capacity and facilities consistent with

the provisions of s. 331.360.

6. Bicycle and pedestrian facilities that add to or

enhance a statew de systemof public trails.

(c) H ghway and bridge projects that facilitate

retention and expansion of nilitary installations, or that

facilitate reuse and devel opnent of any military base

desi gnated for closure by the federal governnent.

(5) Transportation Qutreach projects nmay be proposed

by any | ocal governnent, regional organi zation, economc

devel opnent board, public or private partnership, netropolitan

pl anni ng organi zati on, state agency, or other entity engaged

in econoni c devel opnent activities.

(6) Transportation funding under this section shal

use the follow ng nechanisns to prioritize proposed projects:

(a) Econonic devel opnent-rel ated transportation

projects may conpete for funding under the program Projects

funded under this program should provide for increased

nobility on the state's transportati on system Projects which

have | ocal or private matching funds nay be given priority

over other projects.

(b) Establishnent of a funding allocation under this

programreserved to quickly respond to transportati on needs of

energent econoni c conpetitiveness devel opnent projects that

14
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may be outside of the routine project selection process. This

funding may be used to match local or private contributions

for transportation projects which neet the definition of

econom ¢ conpetitiveness contained in this section

(c) Establish innovative financing nethods to enable

the state to respond in a tinely manner to nmmj or or energent

econom ¢ devel opnent-rel ated transportati on needs that require

timely conmitnents. These innovative financing net hods

i ncl ude, but are not limted to, the state infrastructure

bank, state bonds for right-of-way acquisition and bridge

construction, state bonds for fixed gui deway transportation

systens, state bonds for federal aid highway construction

funds previously programed by the departnent for high-speed

rail devel opnent, and any other local, state, or federal funds

nmade available to the departnent.

(7) In addition to conplying with the prevailing

principles provided in subsection (1), to be eligible for

fundi ng under the program projects nust al so neet the

following mnimumcriteria:

(a) The project or project phase sel ected can be nade

production-ready within a 5-year period followi ng the end of

the current fiscal year.

(b) The project is listed in an outer year of the

5-year work program and can be namde production-ready and

advanced to an earlier year of the 5-year work program

(c) The project is consistent with a current

transportati on systemplan including, but not limted to, the

Florida Intrastate H ghway System aviation, internodal/rail

seaport, spaceport, or transit system pl ans.

(d) The project is not inconsistent with an approved

| ocal conprehensive plan of any |ocal governnment within whose

15
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boundaries the project is located in whole or in part or, if

i nconsistent, is acconpani ed by an expl anati on of why the

proj ect shoul d be undertaken.

(e) One or nore of the mnimumcriteria listed in

par agraphs (a) through (d) nay be waived for a statew de or

regionally significant transportation project of critica

concern.

(8) The Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP) Advisory

Council is created to annually nmake recommendati ons to the

Legislature on prioritization and sel ecti on of econonic growh

projects as provided in this section.

(a) The council shall consist of:

1. Two representatives of private interests who are

directly involved in or affected by any node of transportation

or tourismchosen by the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

2. Two representatives of private interests who are

directly involved in or affected by any node of transportation

or tourismchosen by the President of the Senate.

3. Three representatives of private or governnental

interests who are directly involved in or affected by any node

of transportation or tourismchosen by the Governor

(b) Terns for council nenbers shall be 2 years, and

each nenber shall be all owed one vote.

(c) Initial appointnents nmust be made no | ater than 60

days after this act takes effect. Vacancies in the counci

shall be filled in the sane manner as the initial

appoi ntnent s.

(d) The council shall hold its initial neeting no

| ater than 30 days after the nenbers have been appointed in

order to organi ze and select a chair and vice chair fromthe
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council nenbership. Meetings shall be held at the call of the

chair, but not less frequently than quarterly.

(e) The nenbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel

expenses as provided in s. 112.061. The departnent shal

provide adnministrative staff support, travel and per diem

expenses for the council.

(9) Because transportation investnent plays a key role

i n econoni c devel opnent, the council and the departnent shal

actively participate in state and | ocal econonic devel opnent

prograns, including:

(a) Working in partnership with other state and | oca

agenci es in business recruitnent, expansion, and retention

activities to ensure early transportation input into these

activities.
(b) Providing expertise and rapid response in

anal yzi ng the transportati on needs of energent econonic

devel opnent projects.

(c) The council and departnent nust develop a

nmacr oecononi ¢ anal ysis of the |inkages between transportation

i nvest nent and econom ¢ performance, as well as a nethod to

guantifiably measure the econom ¢ benefits of the investnents.

(10) The council shall review and prioritize projects

submtted for funding under the programwith priority given to

projects which conply with the prevailing principles provided

in subsection (1), and shall reconmend to the Legislature a

transportati on outreach program The departnent shall provide

techni cal expertise and support as requested by the council,

and shall devel op financial plans, cash forecast plans, and

program and resource plans necessary to inplenent this
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program These supporting docunments shall be submitted with

the transportati on outreach program

(11) Projects recommended for funding under the

transportati on outreach programshall be submitted to the

Governor and the Legislature as a separate section of the

departnent's tentative work program Final approval of the

transportati on outreach program shall be nade by the

Legi sl ature through the General Appropriations Act. Program

projects approved by the Legislature nust be included in the

departnent's adopted work program

(12) For purposes of funding projects under the

program the departnent shall allocate fromthe State

Transportation Trust Fund in its programand resource plan a

ni ni mum of $60 nillion each year beginning in fiscal 2001-2002

for a transportation outreach program This funding is to be

reserved for projects to be funded under the transportation

outreach program This allocation of funds is in addition to

any funding provided to this programby any ot her provision of

| aw.

(13) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary the
requi renments of ss. 206.46(3), 206.606(2), 339.135, 339. 155,
and 339. 175 shall not apply to the transportati on outreach

program
(14) The departnent is authorized to adopt rules to

i npl erent the transportati on outreach program supporting

econom ¢ devel opnent.

Section 19. Section 339.2818, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

339.2818 Small County Qutreach Program --

(1) There is created within the Departnent of

Transportation the Small County Qutreach Program The purpose

18
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of this programis to assist small county governnents in

resurfacing or reconstructing county roads or in constructing

capacity or safety inprovenents to county roads.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the term"snal

county" neans any county that has a popul ati on of 150, 000 or

| ess as deternined by the nost recent official estimte
pursuant to s. 186.901
(3) Funds allocated under this program pursuant to

section 4 of this act are in addition to any funds provided
pursuant to s. 339.2816, for the Small County Road Assi stance
Program

(4)(a) Small counties shall be eligible to conpete for

funds that have been designated for the Small County Qutreach

Program for projects on county roads. The departnent shal

fund 75 percent of the cost of projects on county roads funded

under the program

(b) In deternmining a county's eligibility for

assi stance under this program the departnent nay consider

whet her the county has attenpted to keep county roads in

sati sfactory condition.

(c) The following criteria shall be used to prioritize

road projects for funding under the program

1. The primary criterion is the physical condition of

the road as neasured by the departnent.

2. As secondary criteria the departnment nay consider

a. Wiether a road is used as an evacuati on route.

b. Wether a road has high levels of agricultural

travel.
c. Wiether aroad is considered a najor arterial

route.
d. Wiether a road is considered a feeder road.

19
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e. Oher criteria related to the inpact of a project

on the public road systemor on the state or |ocal econony as

determ ned by the departnent.

(5) The departnent is authorized to adm nister

contracts on behalf of a county selected to receive funding

for a project under this section. Al projects funded under

this section shall be included in the departnent's work

program devel oped pursuant to s. 339. 135.

Section 20. Section 339.2817, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

339. 2817 County Incentive Grant Program --

(1) There is created within the Departnent of

Transportation a County Incentive Grant Programfor the

pur pose of providing grants to counties, to inprove a

transportation facility which is located on the State H ghway

System or which relieves traffic congestion on the State

H ghway System

(2) To be eligible for consideration, projects nust be

consistent, to the maxi rumextent feasible, with | oca

netropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on plans and | ocal government

conpr ehensi ve pl ans.

(3) The departnent nust consider, but is not linmted

to, the following criteria for evaluation of projects for

County I ncentive Grant Program assi stance

(a) The extent to which the project will encourage,

enhance, or create econonic benefits;

(b) The likelihood that assistance woul d enabl e the

project to proceed at an earlier date than the project could

ot herwi se proceed;
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(c) The extent to which assistance would foster

i nnovative public-private partnerships and attract private

debt or equity investnent;

(d) The extent to which the project uses new

technol ogies, including intelligent transportati on systens,

whi ch enhance the efficiency of the project;

(e) The extent to which the project hel ps to naintain

or protect the environnent; and

(f) The extent to which the project includes

transportati on benefits for inproving internodalismand

safety.
(4) The percentage of matching funds provided fromthe

County Incentive Gant Programto the eligible county will be

based on the foll ow ng:

(a) For projects on the Florida Intrastate H ghway

System the departnment shall provide 60 percent of project

costs.
(b) For projects on the State Hi ghway Systemthe

departnent shall provide 50 percent of project costs.

(c) For local projects which are denonstrated to

relieve traffic congestion on the State H ghway Systemthe

departnent shall provide 35 percent of project costs.

(5) The departnent is authorized to adopt rules to

adm ni ster the County Incentive Gant Program

(6) Anunicipality may apply to the county in which the

nmunicipality is |located for consideration by the county for

fundi ng under this section of any project or project phase of

a transportation facility which is | ocated on the state

hi ghway systemor which is denpnstrated to relieve congestion

on the state highway system The county nust eval uate al

nmuni ci pal applications as provided in subsection (3). If a
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nmuni cipality's proposed project is rejected by the county for

fundi ng under this section, or if the county's proposed

proj ect adversely affects a nmunicipality within the county,

the nmunicipality may request nediation to resolve any concerns

of the municipality and the county.

Section 21. Subsections (2) and (3) of section
427.0159, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections
(3) and (4), respectively, and a new subsection (2) is added
to that section to read

427.0159 Transportation Di sadvantaged Trust Fund. --

(2) Beginning on July 1, 2000, and annually
t hereafter, $2,000, 000, shall be allocated by the Departnent
of Transportation solely for providing additional funds as

provided in subsection (3) of s. 427.0159. The all ocation

provided in this section is contingent on Senate Bill 854 or

simlar |egislation beconing | aw.

Section 22. Notwithstanding any other law to the

contrary the requirenents of sections 206.46(3) and

206.606(2), Florida Statutes, shall not apply to any funding,

prograns, or other provisions contained in this act.

Section 23. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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