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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HR 9145
By Representative Kelly

House Resol ution
A resol ution recogni zing Pigeon Fanciers in the
State of Florida.

WHEREAS, there are an estimated 2,000 to 3,000 pigeon
owners in Florida who keep birds as pets, conpete in the show
arena, or fly conpetition birds in races or sporting breed
events, an interest shared by enthusiasts of all ages and
backgrounds, and

WHEREAS, the story of the donesticated pigeon spans
about 4,000 years of history, pigeons having been used as
nessengers, as a food source, and in religious cerenopnies, in
addition to their having been kept as a hobby, and

WHEREAS, the first docunented use of pigeons in war was
that of Julius Caesar's enploynent of hom ng pigeons to
transnit nessages during his conquest of Gaul, a practice
| at er adopted by the Saracens during the Crusades and used in
the Franco-Prussian War in the delivery of thousands of
communi cations into Paris, and there are nany accounts of
t hese birds, sone | ater decorated, having saved untold nunbers
of lives flying nessages behind eneny lines during Wrld Wars
| and 11, and

WHEREAS, an exanple of the use of carrier pigeons in
commerce is the world-renowned Reuters News Agency, which had
its beginnings as a pigeon postal service in Europe during the
| ate 1800's, and

WHEREAS, there are currently over 300 breeds of pigeons
wor | dwi de, many havi ng been devel oped to neet the strict
criteria of the show arena, many for specific sporting or
perfornmance feats, and many, referred to as "utility" breeds,
for food production, but the nost popular breed is the racing
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1| hormer or hom ng pigeon, first devel oped in Bel gium and now
2| raced in conpetitions in alnbst every nation, and

3 WHEREAS, there are presently nore than 50 pigeon clubs
41 in Florida, the nost nunerous of which are the racing pigeon
5] clubs, followed by show breed clubs and a few cl ubs

6 | specializing in performance roller conpetitions, and

7 WHEREAS, clearly a pastine enjoyed by Floridians of al
8 | ages and wal ks of life, pigeon conpetitions provide a

9 | whol esone interest and entertai nnent for all segnents of our
10 | society, NOWN THEREFORE
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12 | Be It Resol ved by the House of Representatives of the State of
13 | Fl orida:

14

15 That the House of Representatives conmends the Pigeon
16 | Fanciers of Florida for their interest in a bird that holds a
17 | unique place in history and for their participation in a hobby
18 | that dates back for centuries.
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