Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 919
By Representative Fl anagan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to | aw enforcenent officers

3 creating s. 112.5325, F. S.; authorizing | aw

4 enforcenent officers to bring an action for

5 def amati on under certain circunstances;

6 provi di ng procedures for proof; providing an

7 ef fective date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Section 112.5325, Florida Statutes, is

12 | created to read:

13 112. 5325 Law enforcenent officers' right to bring an
14 | action for defamation under certain circunstances.--A |law
15| enforcenent officer may bring an action for defamati on agai nst
16 | an individual who has filed a conplaint with the | aw

17 | enforcenent officer's agency all eging nisconduct, crimna

18 | conduct, or inconpetence, if the conplaint is false, the

19 | conpl aint was nmade with knowl edge that it was false, and the
20| conplaint was nade with spite, hatred, or ill will. Know edge
21| that the conplaint was fal se may be proven by a show ng that
22 | the conpl ai nant had no reasonabl e grounds to believe the
23 | conplaint was true and that the conplainant exhibited a
24 | reckl ess disregard for ascertaining the truth.
25 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
26 | | aw.
27
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the conplaint is false, the complaint was made Wi th

know edge that it was fal se, and the conplaint was. made

with spite, hatred, or ill will. See bill for details.
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