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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 CS/ HIR 923
By the Conmittee on Judiciary and Representative Brumrer

House Joi nt Resol ution
A joint resolution proposing an anmendrment to
Section 11 of Article V of the State
Constitution relating to applicant rankings,
deli berations, and records of judicial
noni nati ng conm ssi ons.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the anmendnent to Section 11 of Article V of the
State Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be
submtted to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection
at the general election to be held in Novenber 2000:

SECTION 11. Vacanci es. --

(a) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office to
which election for retention applies, the governor shall fill
t he vacancy by appointing,for a termending on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January of the year
following the next general election occurring at |east one
year after the date of appointnent, one person fromthe |ist

of all applicants subnitted ef—rnot—fewer—than—three—persons
ner—ore—than—Sstx—persons—homnated by the appropriate

judicial nomnating comr ssion

(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit
court or on a county court, wherein the judges are el ected by
a mpjority vote of the electors, by appointing for a term
ending on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January
of the year following the next primary and general election
occurring at |east one year after the date of appointnent, one
person fromthe list of all applicants subnitted efnoet—fewer
than—three—persons—hor—hore—than—Six—persons—homnated by the
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1| appropriate judicial nomnating conmission. An election shal
2| be held to fill that judicial office for the termof the

3| office beginning at the end of the appointed term

4 (c) The list of applicants nemnat+ens shall be

5| subnitted made within thirty days fromthe occurrence of a

6 | vacancy unless the period is extended by the governor for a

7| tinme not to exceed thirty days. The governor shall nake the
8 | appointnment within sixty days after the |ist of applicants has
9 | been subnitted nomnations—havebeen—<certified to the

10 | governor.

11 (d) There shall be a separate judicial nominating

12 | conmission as provided by general |law for the suprene court,
13 | each district court of appeal, and each judicial circuit for
14 ) all trial courts within the circuit. The appropriate judicial
15| noni nating conm ssion shall review the qualifications of every
16 | applicant for a judicial office and shall prepare a |ist of

17 | all such applicants in rank order based upon their

18 | qualifications, along with any comments and reconmendati ons,
19 | and shall subnit such list to the governor pursuant to this
20 | section.Uniformrul es of procedure shall be established by
21| the judicial nom nating conm ssions at each |level of the court
22 | system Such rules, or any part thereof, may be repeal ed by
23| general |aw enacted by a mpjority vote of the nenbership of
24 | each house of the legislature, or by the suprene court, five
25| justices concurring. Exeept—for—deHberations—ef—thejudicialt
26 | nomnatihg—ecommi-sstoens—The proceedi ngs of the judicial
27 | nonminating comi ssions and their records shall be open to the
28 | public.
29 BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat in accordance with the
30| requirenents of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, the title
31
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1| and substance of the amendnent proposed herein shall appear on
2| the ballot as foll ows:

3 APPLI CANT RANKI NGS, DELI BERATI ONS, AND RECORDS

4 OF JUDI Cl AL NOM NATI NG COWM SSI ONS

5 Provi des that judicial nom nating conm ssions shal

6| reviewthe qualifications of all applicants for a judicial
7 | vacancy and subnit a rank-ordered list of those applicants,
8| along with any conments or recomendations, to the Governor
9| Also provides that the deliberations of judicial nomninating
10 | conmissions and records relating thereto shall be open to the
11| public, as are all other proceedings and records of such
12 | conmi ssi ons.
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