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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 936

By Senator Laurent

17-777-00 See CS/HB 163
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to elder divisions; creating s.
26.57, F.S.; authorizing the chief judge in the
Tenth, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Judi ci al
Circuits to create an elder division for
certain purposes; establishing division duties;
providi ng an appropriation to establish pilot
prograns in such circuits for such purposes;
providing reporting requirenents; requiring
di vi sions to conduct surveys for certain
pur poses; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 26.57, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

26.57 Elder division.--The chief judge of each
judicial circuit may create an elder division. The elder

di vi sion shall be avail able for cases involving parties who

are at |east 60 years of age and who require special

assi stance or acconmpdation. The el der division shall:
(1) Work with the Anericans with Disabilities Act
coordinator to assist elderly persons with disabilities.

(2) Make reconmendations to the court regarding the

need to expedite a case in which an elderly person is a party.

(3) Coordinate access to agencies that provide

services to elderly persons.

(4) Provide education to elderly persons concerning

the operation of the judicial system
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(5) Gather information and provi de docunentation

concerning the special needs of elderly persons in the

judicial system

(6) Evaluate the use of new technol ogy, such as video

conferencing, to assist elderly persons who are inpaired in

their ability to travel fromtheir hones to the courthouse.

(7) Designate a person to act as liaison with the
St at ewi de Public Guardi anship Ofice
Section 2. The sumof $1,050,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund, to be divided equally between the

Tenth, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Judicial Grcuits to inplenent

pilot prograns to test the efficacy of the elder division

program Judicial circuits inplenenting the pilot program

shal|l provide a report to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
Chi ef Justice of the Suprene Court no |later than Decenber 31
2001, describing the activities of the elder division, the

nunber of cases handl ed, the types of needs net, and the

overall effectiveness of the program The el der division

shall create a consuner survey that shall be provided to each

el derly person, or fanmly nenber representing an elderly

person, asking for feedback on the elder division's

perfornmance and the useful ness of services provided.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUVMMARY
Aut hori zes the chief judge of each {udlc!al circuit to
create an elder division for cases that involve parties
who are at | east 60 years of age and who require speci al
assi stance or acconmnbdati on. Appropriates funds to the
Tenth, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Judicial Circuits to
establish pilot programs. Requires anY circuit that
i mpl erents a pilot programto report fo the Governor
Legi sl ature, and Supreire Court.
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