Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 993
By Representatives Brown, Futch and Trovillion

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to fire protection systens;

3 anending s. 553.79, F.S.; revising provisions

4 relating to fire sprinkler docunents required

5 for issuance of certain building construction

6 permts; raising the threshold for which such

7 docunents are required; providing permtting

8 requirenments for installation of fire sprinkler

9 systens; anmending s. 633.021, F.S.; revising

10 definitions relating to fire protection system

11 contractors and sprinkler system

12 poi nt -of -service, to conform providing

13 | egislative findings with respect to fire

14 protection systemdesign and installation

15 providing effective dates.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 553.79, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:
21 553.79 Permits; applications; issuance; inspections.--
22 (6) No pernmit may be issued for any building
23 | construction, erection, alteration, repair, or addition unless
24 | the applicant for such permit provides to the enforcing agency
25| which issues the pernit any of the followi ng docunents which
26 | apply to the construction for which the permit is to be
27 | i ssued:
28 (a) Electrical docunents for any new buil ding or
29 | addition which requires an aggregate service capacity of 600
30 | anperes (240 volts) or nore on a residential electrical system
31| or 800 anperes (240 volts) or nore on a comercial or
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1| industrial electrical systemand which costs nore than

2 | $50, 000.

3 (b) Plunbing docunents for any new buil ding or

4 | addition which requires a plunbing systemw th nore than 250
5] fixture units or which costs nore than $50, 000.

6 (c)1l. Fire sprinkler design criteria docunents for any
7| new building, for a new fire sprinkler systemin an existing
8 | building,or for any addition to an existing fire sprinkler

9 | system when the whiech—+netudes—a fire sprinkler systemor

10 | addition to be install ed whieh contains 100 56 or nore

11 | sprinkl er heads, which nust be prepared by or under the

12 | supervision of, and bear the seal of, a professional engineer
13 | registered in this state who is qualified to perform such

14 | worKk.

15 a. The fire sprinkler design criteria docunents

16 | required by this subparagraph shall include, where applicable,
17 | the fol |l owi ng

18 (1) National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) hazard
19 | cl assifications.

20 (I'l1) Prescriptive National Fire Protection Association
21 |( NFPA) st andards.

22 (111) Water supply characteristics and requirenents.
23 (1V) Special fire departnent requirenents, if any.

24 (V) Special water purveyor requirenents, if any.

25 (VI) Special insurance requirenents, if any.

26 (VI1) Interface direction with other building

27 | conponents.

28

29 | However, the engineer of record may deternine that the

30| National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards adopted
31| by the State Fire Marshal provide sufficient design paraneters
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for the project's fire sprinkler systemw thout further

engi neer involvenent and, therefore, may specify such

prescriptive standards as the design criteria for that

project. In such event, the fire sprinkler design criteria

docunents are not required to be seal ed by the engi neer of

record as otherw se required by this subparagraph

b. Upon review and approval of the fire sprinkler

design criteria docunents by the permitting authority, the

permt for construction of the building may be issued.

Thereafter, a pernmt for the installation of the fire

sprinkl er systemshall be requested by and issued to a fire

protection systemcontractor certified under s. 633.521, upon

review and approval by the pernmitting authority of the

technical installation drawings and installation hydraulic

cal cul ations. Such technical installation drawi ngs and

installation hydraulic calculations are not required to be

seal ed by a regi stered professional engineer
2. A Contractor |, Contractor Il, or Contractor |V,
certified under s. 633.521, nmay design a fire sprinkler system

of 99 49 or fewer heads and may design the alteration of an
existing fire sprinkler systemif the alteration consists of
the rel ocati on or;addition;—er—detetion of not nore than 99
49 heads, notwithstanding the size of the existing fire
sprinkler system Such plans nmay not be required by any | oca

permitting authority to be sealed by a registered professiona

engi neer.

(d) Heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning
docunents for any new building or addition which requires nore
than a 15-ton-per-systemcapacity which is designed to
accommopdat e 100 or nore persons or for which the systemcosts
nore than $50,000. This paragraph does not include any
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1| docunent for the replacenent or repair of an existing system
2] in which the work does not require altering a structural part
3| of the building or for work on a residential one-famly,

4| two-family, three-famly, or four-famly structure.

5 (e) Any specialized nechanical, electrical, or

6 | pl unbi ng docunent for any new building or addition which

7 | includes a nedical gas, oxygen, steam vacuum toxic air

8| filtration, halon, or fire detection and al arm system whi ch

9| costs nore than $5, 000.

10

11 | Docunents requiring an engi neer seal by this part Ne—sueh

12 | decurrent shall not be valid unless a professional engineer who
13 | possesses a valid certificate of registration has signed,

14 | dated, and stanped such docunment as provided in s. 471.025.

15 Section 2. Effective January 1, 2001, subsection (6)
16 | of section 553.79, Florida Statutes, as anended by chapter

17 | 98-287, Laws of Florida, is anended to read:

18 553.79 Permits; applications; issuance; inspections.--
19 (6) No pernmit nmay be issued for any building

20 | construction, erection, alteration, wmeti-fiecation-repair, or

21| addition unless the applicant for such pernit provides to the
22 | enforcing agency which issues the pernit any of the follow ng
23 | docunents which apply to the construction for which the permt
24| is to be issued ant—which—shatH—beprepared—by—or—under—the
25 | direetion—of—an—engrneer—registered—under—echapter—4+7t

26 (a) Electrical docunents for any new buil ding or

27 | addition which requires an aggregate service capacity of 600
28 | anperes (240 volts) or nore on a residential electrical system
29 | or 800 anperes (240 volts) or nore on a comercial or

30| industrial electrical system and which costs nore than

31 | $50, 000.
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1 (b) Plunbing docunents for any new buil ding or

2 | addition which requires a plunbing systemw th nore than 250
3| fixture units or which costs nore than $50, 000.

4 (c)1l. Fire sprinkler design criteria docunents for any
5] new building, for a new fire sprinkler systemin an existing
6 | building,or for any addition to an existing fire sprinkler

7 | system when the whieh—+netudes—a fire sprinkler systemor

8| addition to be installed whieh contains 100 56 or nore

9 | sprinkler heads, which nust be prepared by or under the

10 | supervision of, and bear the seal of, a professional engineer
11 | registered in this state who is qualified to perform such

12 | work.

13 a. The fire sprinkler design criteria docunents

14 | required by this subparagraph shall include, where applicable,
15 ] the fol |l owi ng

16 (1) National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) hazard
17 | cl assificati ons.

18 (I'l1) Prescriptive National Fire Protection Association
19 |( NFPA) st andards.

20 (111) Water supply characteristics and requirenents.
21 (1V) Special fire departnent requirenents, if any.

22 (V) Special water purveyor requirenents, if any.

23 (VI) Special insurance requirenents, if any.

24 (VI1) Interface direction with other building

25 | conponents.

26

27 | However, the engineer of record may deternine that the

28 | National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards adopted
29| by the State Fire Marshal provide sufficient design paraneters
30| for the project's fire sprinkler systemw thout further

31| engi neer involvenent and, therefore, may specify such
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prescriptive standards as the design criteria for that

project. In such event, the fire sprinkler design criteria

docunents are not required to be seal ed by the engi neer of

record as otherw se required by this subparagraph

b. Upon review and approval of the fire sprinkler

design criteria docunents by the permitting authority, the

permt for construction of the building may be issued.

Thereafter, a permt for the installation of the fire

sprinkl er systemshall be requested by and issued to a fire

protection systemcontractor certified under s. 633.521, upon

review and approval by the pernmitting authority of the

technical installation drawings and installation hydraulic

cal cul ations. Such technical installation drawi ngs and

installation hydraulic calculations are not required to be

seal ed by a regi stered professional engineer
2. A Contractor |, Contractor Il, or Contractor |V,
certified under s. 633.521, nmay design a fire sprinkler system

of 99 49 or fewer heads and may design the alteration of an
existing fire sprinkler systemif the alteration consists of
the rel ocati on or;addition;—er—detetion of not nore than 99
49 heads, notwi thstanding the size of the existing fire
sprinkler system Such plans may not be required by any | oca

permitting authority to be sealed by a registered professiona

engi neer.

(d) Heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning
docunents for any new building or addition which requires nore
than a 15-ton-per-system capacity which is designed to
accommpdat e 100 or nore persons or for which the systemcosts
nore than $50,000. This paragraph does not include any
docunent for the replacenent or repair of an existing system
in which the work does not require altering a structural part
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of the building or for work on a residential one-famly,
two-famly, three-famly, or four-fanmly structure.

(e) Any specialized nechanical, electrical, or
pl umbi ng docunent for any new building or addition which
i ncludes a nedi cal gas, oxygen, steam vacuum toxic air
filtration, halon, or fire detection and al arm system whi ch
costs nmore than $5, 000.

Docunents requiring an engi neer seal by this part shall not be
valid unl ess a professional engineer who possesses a valid
certificate of registration has signed, dated, and stanped
such docunent as provided in s. 471.025.

Section 3. Subsections (5) and (17) of section
633.021, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

633.021 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(5)(a) "Contractor |" nmeans a contractor whose
busi ness includes the execution of contracts requiring the
ability to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter
repair, and service all types of fire protection systens,
excl udi ng preengi neered systens.

(b) "Contractor II" means a contractor whose business
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service water sprinkler systens, water spray systens,
foam wat er sprinkler systens, foamwater spray systens,
st andpi pes, conbi nation standpi pes and sprinkler risers, al
piping that is an integral part of the system beginning at the
poi nt where the piping is used exclusively for fire
protection, sprinkler tank heaters, air lines, thermal systens
used in connection with sprinklers, and tanks and punps
connected thereto, excluding preengi neered systens.

7

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O b~ DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DMWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 993
521-174-00

(c) "Contractor II1" nmeans a contractor whose business
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
servi ce COsystens, foam extinguishing systens, dry
chem cal systens, and Hal on and ot her chenical systens,
excl udi ng preengi neered systens.

(d) "Contractor |IV' nmeans a contractor whose business
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service automatic fire sprinkler systens for detached
one-famly dwellings, detached two-fanmily dwellings, and
nobi | e hones, excl udi ng preengi neered systens and excl udi ng
single-famly honmes in cluster units, such as apartnents,
condom ni uns, and assisted living facilities or any building
that is connected to other dwellings.

(e) "Contractor V' neans a contractor whose busi ness
is limted to the execution of contracts requiring the ability
to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and
service the underground piping for a fire protection system
usi ng water as the extingui shing agent beginning at the point
at which the piping is used exclusively for fire protection
and ending no nore than 1 foot above the finished floor

The definitions in this subsection nust not be construed to
include fire protection engineers or architects and do not
limt or prohibit a licensed fire protection engi neer or
architect fromdesigning any type of fire protection system
However, persons certified as a Contractor |, Contractor ||
or Contractor |1V under this chapter may design fire protection
systems of 99 49 or fewer heads, and may design the alteration
of an existing fire sprinkler systemif the alteration
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consi sts of the relocation or;addition;—er—detetion of not
nore than 99 49 heads, notwithstanding the size of the
existing fire sprinkler system Such plans nay not be required
by any local permitting authority to be sealed by a registered
prof essi onal engineer. Furthernore, the Legi sl ature recognizes

and finds that for the safety and welfare of the public the

State Fire Marshal has been authorized under this chapter to

establish fire protection systemdesign criteria, that the

State Fire Marshal has adopted and nmay continue to adopt

nationally recogni zed fire protection systemdesign criteria

pursuant to the authority granted under this chapter, that the

repetitive and routine process of preparing technical draw ngs

and installation hydraulic calculations for the |layout of a

fire protection system based on the adopted national fire

protection design standards and engi neer design criteria does

not require the use of engineering principles and know edge,

and that preparing the technical drawings and installation

hydraulic calculations for the installation or alteration of a

fire protection systemby a fire protection system contractor

as defined and certified under this chapter, when such

contractor follows the engineer design criteria or the fire

sprinkler design criteria adopted by the State Fire Marshal or

bot h, does not constitute the practice of engineering.

(17) "Point-of-service" neans the point at which the
underground piping for a sprinkler systemusing water as the
extingui shing agent becones used exclusively for the sprinkler
system The point-of-service is designated by the engi neer
who seal ed the plans for a systemof 100 56 or nore heads or
by the contractor who designed the plans for a systemof 99 49
or fewer heads.
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Section 4. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses prOV|S|ons relating to fire sprinkler docunents
required for issuance of certain building construction
permts. Ralses the threshold for which Such docunents
are required. Provides permtting requirenments for
install'ation of fire sprinkler systens Revi ses
definitions relatlng to fire Pro ection system
contractors and sprinkler systempoint-of-service, to
conform Provides legislative findings wth respect to
fire protection systemdesign and inStallation. See bil
for details.
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