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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 995
By Representative Farkas

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to teacher recruitnment and
retention; creating provisions relating to
financial incentives to pronote teacher
recruitnment and retention; requiring the
Departnent of Education to award funds for
tuition reinbursement to certain instructiona
personnel; requiring the departnent to award
financi al bonuses to certain instructiona
personnel ; prohibiting funds awarded pursuant
to this act frombeing included in cal cul ations
of retirenent benefits; requiring an
appropriation; anending s. 231.173, F.S.
revising requirenents for the certification of
out-of -state teachers; revising requirenents
for specialization coverages for out-of-state
teachers; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Teacher recruitnent and retention

financial incentives.--

(1) The Departnent of Education shall award a tuition
rei nbursenent in the anount of $5,000 after the 3rd and 5th
years of enploynent in a Florida public school to those

i nstructional personnel hired after July 1, 1999, who have not

been enpl oyed by a district school board during the 5-year

peri od precedi ng such enpl oynent.

(2) The Departnent of Education shall award fi nancial

bonuses to instructional personnel according to the foll ow ng

schedul e:
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(a) At the end of the 10th year of teaching in a

Fl orida public school, a bonus of 7 percent of that enployee's

base salary for the previous year

(b) At the end of the 15th, 20th, 25th, and 30th years
of teaching in a Florida public school, bonuses of 10 percent

of the enpl oyee's base salary for the previous year

(3) Financial incentives awarded pursuant to this act

shall not be included in any cal culation of retirenent

benefits.
(4) The Legislature shall annually appropriate to the

Departnent of Education in the General Appropriations Act,

based upon the | egislative budget request of the departnent,

an anount sufficient to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and
par agraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 231.173, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

231.173 Successful experienced out-of-state teachers
and administrators. --

(1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of ss. 231.02,
231.15, and 231.17 or any other provision of law or rule to
the contrary, a successful, experienced, out-of-state teacher
or adm nistrator qualifies for a professional certificate if
the applicant:

(c) Docunents 2 5 years of appropriate successfu
full-tine teaching or administrative experience in another
st at e—netudirg—2—econtinuous—years during the 10-year 5—yeafr
period i nmedi ately preceding the date of application for
certification.

(3) The professional certificate issued in accordance
Wi th subsection (1) shall reflect specialization coverages as
foll ows:
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1 (a) Teachers.--An applicant shall be eligible for
2 | specializati on the—academn€ cover age rhi—an—area—+n—which—the
3 | teacher—+s—asstghed—to—teach—in—apubHec—schoot—or—nonpubb—¢
4 | seheot—n—this—state—o+ in the area or areas of specialization
5] of the applicant's certification by the National Board of
6 | Professional Teaching Standards, or in which the applicant
7 | denpnstrat es professional conpetence according to the
8 | provisions of ss. 231.15(1) and 231.17(7).
9 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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