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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1013
By Representative Justice

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to foster-famly incentives;
anending s. 409.1753, F.S.; creating a
foster-parent nentoring program directing the
Departnent of Children and Family Services to
adopt rules; providing for a retirenent account
for certain foster famlies; providing for
funds to be paid into a master trust for
certain foster children; specifying eligibility
criteria; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 409.1753, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:
409. 1753 Foster care; duties; incentives.--

(1) The department shall ensure that, within each
district, each foster hone is given a tel ephone nunber for the
foster parent to call during normal working hours whenever
i medi ate assistance is needed and the child' s caseworker is
unavai l abl e. This nunber nust be staffed and answered by
i ndi vi dual s possessing the know edge and authority necessary
to assist foster parents.

(2) Wthin resources specifically appropriated for

this purpose, the departnent shall establish a nentoring

programfor foster fanmlies. In order to enhance recruitnent

and retention efforts, new or inexperienced famlies will be

mat ched with experienced and trained foster-parent nentors for

t he purpose of providing guidance and support. The conponents

of the foster-parent nentoring programshall be established in

rul e and address sel ection criteria, conpensation guidelines,
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conpet ency-based training for nentor parents, and a

st andardi zed net hod for eval uation
(3)(a)l. On July 1 of each year beginning in 2001
each eligible foster fanmly shall be given a $500 all owance to

be paid into a tax-sheltered retirenent account as an

incentive for participation in the foster-parent program

There shall be another $500 all owance provided for each fanily

eligible for and participating in a foster-parent nentoring

program as deternined by the departnent. Funds shall be paid

pro-rated nonthly. The departnent may procure a single vendor

to be the fund custodian or permt each eligible fanmly to

select its own financial institution. Paynent shall be made

directly to the financial institution on behalf of the foster

parents. The objectives of the investnent account shall be

determined by the foster famly.

2. On July 1 of each year beginning in 2001, each

eligible foster child on that date shall be given a $500

all onance to be paid into a nmaster trust as provided in s.

402.17, payable to the child upon the attainnent of the age of

majority or ternmination fromreceiving foster-care services,

whi chever is later. The noneys shall be held in trust for the

child by a financial institution in investnents that wll

produce naximumliquidity and preservation of capital. Funds

paid shall be pro-rated nonthly for the termof participation

and eligible age.

3. Funds provided for the purposes set forth in this

par agraph nay not be used for any ot her purpose.

4. The departnent shall apply for any federal or other

grants that are avail able to expand the pool of nonetary

resources that may be used for this program
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(b)1. In order to be eligible for the first $500
annual foster-parent paynent provided in subparagraph (a)l., a

foster parent nust have been providing fanmly foster-hone

services to children placed with themthrough the state's

child protection systemfor a mininumof 1 year, nust not be

licensed to care for any particular child, and nust have cared

for at |east one child during each year a paynent is nmde.

2. In order to be eligible for the second $500 annua

foster-parent paynent provided in subparagraph (a)l., a foster

parent nust have been selected for and be participating in the

statewi de foster-parent nentor program

3. In order for a foster child to be eligible for the

$500 annual all owance provided in subparagraph (a)2., the

child nust be at |least 13 years old and nmust have been in

foster care or residential group care for at |east 6 nonths.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

C}eates a nmentori ng program for foster famlies under the
artnent of Children and Fam |y Services, Provides a
? 0 annual cash al|lowance to foster famlies, to
anllles part|C|pat|n in the foster-parent nentoring
?ranl and to eI|?| | e foster children who neet
sta utory eligibilify criteria.
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