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By Senat or Sanderson

31-972-01 See HB
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to holidays; creating s.
3 683. 25, F.S.; designating Decenber 15 as "Bil
4 of Rights Day"; providing for a proclamation by
5 the Governor to that effect; providing an
6 ef fective date.
7
8 VWHEREAS, the first 10 anendnents to the United States
9| Constitution are referred to as the Bill of Rights, which
10| linmt and define the powers of governnent, and
11 WHEREAS, several of the original states refused to
12 | ratify the Constitution without an express Bill of Rights, and
13 WHEREAS, the Bill of Rights recognizes, affirnms, and
14 | protects fundanental human and civil rights for which persons
15| of all races have struggled for thousands of years, and
16 WHEREAS, the Bill of Rights secures our freedomto
17 | speak, print, read, assenble, pray, petition the governnent,
18 | and keep and bear arns; protects us fromunreasonable arrests
19 | and searches, excessive bail, double jeopardy, coerced
20 | confessions, and cruel and unusual punishnent; and secures our
21| rights to due process, jury trials, and counsel, and to
22 | present defense wi tnesses, and
23 WHEREAS, the Bill of Rights protects our sovereign
24 | state fromthe excesses of the Federal Governnent, and
25 WHEREAS, the Bill of Rights is integral to the Anerican
26 | way of life, and Anerica celebrates a variety of civic
27 | holidays which rem nd us of the special contributions and
28 | sacrifices made by our forefathers and | eaders to preserve,
29 | protect, and extend our freedons, and
30 WHEREAS, the Bill of Rights energizes our nilitary
31 | defense because nmenbers of the Armed Services of the United
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States swear an oath to preserve and defend the United States
Constitution, which includes the Bill of Rights, and when
Anerican mlitary personnel fight and die for our country,
they do so to protect our rights and freedons under the Bil
of Rights, and

WHEREAS, a Bill of Rights Day would help prevent the
Bill of Rights from being otherw se forgotten, and since many
Anericans do not know the Bill of Rights, this special day
woul d encourage our schools to instruct children about this
aspect of our Anerican heritage, and

WHEREAS, a Bill of Rights Day would declare Anerica's
comm tnent to fundanental human rights to the whole world, and

WHEREAS, just as celebrating religious holidays reninds
Anericans of our religious beliefs and traditions, a Bill of
Ri ghts Day would renind Anericans of the manner in which our
hi story and phil osophy have secured the rights for which
oppressed peopl e everywhere still yearn, and

WHEREAS, a Bill of Rights Day would be a nenorial day
honoring the personal sacrifices and deaths of countl ess
mllions of people who have struggled for basic hunman and
civil rights over thousands of years, and

WHEREAS, a Bill of Rights Day would renmind all elected
and appointed officials and enpl oyees of the state and | oca
executive, legislative, and judicial branches of governnent
that their authority and powers are linited, and

WHEREAS, a Bill of Rights Day would renind all nenbers
of governnent that they serve the citizens, not rule them and
that the citizens always hold the right to restrain
gover nnent, and

WHEREAS, the rights and freedons guaranteed by the Bil
of Rights deserve perennial celebrations, and the sacrifices
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made to protect the Bill of Rights deserve eternal

renenbr ance, and

WHEREAS, the Bill of Rights of the United States
Constitution was ratified on Decenber 15, 1791, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 683.25, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

683.25 Bill of Rights Day.--

(1) Decenber 15 of each year is designated as "Bill of
Ri ghts Day."

(2) The Governor may issue annually a proclamation

desi gnati ng Decenber 15 as "Bill of Rights Day" and calling

upon all citizens of the state to observe the occasion

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Desi gnat es Decenber 15 as "Bill of Rights Day." Provi des
for a proclamation by the Governor to that effect.
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