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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1044

By Senat or Saunders

25-703-01
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to racing greyhounds; providing
standards to ensure the welfare of racing
greyhounds; providing penalties; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Racing

G eyhound Protection Act.”

Section 2. Each owner or operator of a kennel for

raci ng greyhounds in this state nust nake arrangenents for

each raci ng greyhound to be:

(1) Properly fed, watered, exercised, and exan ned for

| aneness and general health in accordance with Nationa

& eyhound Associ ati on Standards

(2) Kept free of worns and parasites.

(3) Properly inocul ated and certified.

(4) Safely transported at all tines.

(5) Kept free of inadm ssible drugs.

(6) Returned to its owner or when so instructed be

pl aced for adoption as a pet upon conpletion of its racing

car eer.
Section 3. Each pernitholder authorized to conduct

greyhound racing pari-nutuel pools in this state nust:

(1) Mintain a consistent racing surface through

proper daily nmai ntenance of the race track fromthe begi nning

to the concl usion of the approved race neet.

(2) Provide proper mai ntenance of the nechanica

equi pnent necessary to conduct a race, including, but not
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1|limted to, starting boxes, racing lures, and regul ar

2 | replacenent of insulators to prevent |ure stoppages.

3 (3) Provide properly trained |l ead-outs to handl e

4 | racers hefore each race, but there nmay be no nore than one

5] | ead-out per greyhound for each official race. Lead-outs nust
6 | be positioned around the track during each race in order to be
7| able to act quickly if an injury or accident occurs.

8 (4) Provide during all racing activities a qualified

9| and practicing veterinarian who has the necessary equi pnent
10| and nedications to treat all injuries due to accidents or

11 ) illness during the racing program

12 (5) Provide adequate crates for housi ng greyhounds.

13 (6) Provide in the conpound area:

14 (a) Necessary security to protect greyhounds at al

15| ti mes.

16 (b) Adequate air-conditioning and ventilation for the
17 | well -bei ng of greyhounds housed there and a working al arm

18 | systemto indicate a rise in tenperatures within the kennel s
19 | when there is a power failure or air-conditioning nmal function
20 (c) Space for housing racers that are being retired
21| and nmade avail able for adoption. Permthol ders are not
22 | responsi bl e for adoptions.
23 Section 4. The Division of Pari-Mituel \WAgering nay
24 | revoke or suspend the license or pernmit of any person who
25| violates this act or inpose a fine against the violater in an
26 | anbunt not exceedi ng $5, 000. Puni shnent under this section
27 | does not prohibit a prosecution for cruelty to aninmals or any
28 | other crimnal act.
29 Section 5. This act shall take effect October 1, 2001
30
31
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des standards for kennel owners or operators and
pari-rutuel permtholders for ensuring the welfare of
raci ng greyhounds. Provides penalties.
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