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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1096

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Canpbel |

317-1654-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to pharmacy; providing a short
title; defining the term "pharnaceutica
adverse incident" and requiring that such
incidents be reported to the Departnent of
Health; requiring the departnent to review
reported incidents to deternine if the
incidents potentially involve conduct by a
health care practitioner that is subject to
di sciplinary action; specifying that any
di sciplinary action shall be taken by the
appropriate board; providing for the adoption
of rules and forns; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Ernest Belles

Act."
Section 2. (1) As used in this section, the term

"pharmaceutical adverse incident" neans the dispensing of a

different nedication, a different dose, or the correct

nmedi cation in a container with different instructions than

that specified in the prescription, but does not include the

di spensing of a generic equivalent nedication with the

patient's consent.

(2) A pharnmacist |licensed under chapter 465, Florida

Statutes, or other health care practitioner, as defined in

section 456.001, Florida Statutes, who becones aware of a

phar naceuti cal adverse incident nust report such incident to

the Departnent of Health on forns provided by the departnent.
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(3) The required notification to the departnent mnust

be subnitted in witing by certified nail and post narked

within 15 days after the occurrence of the adverse incident.

(4) The departnent shall review each incident and

determ ne whether it potentially involved conduct by a

pharnaci st or health care practitioner who is subject to

di sciplinary action, in which case section 465.073, Florida

Statutes applies. Disciplinary action, if any, shall be taken

by the board under which the pharnmacist or health care

practitioner is |icensed.

(5) The Departnent of Health shall adopt forms and
rules for administering this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1096

The Commttee Substitute nanes the bill the "Ernest Belles
Act", and requires the Departnent of Health to review reported
"pharmaceutical adverse incidents" to determne if the
incidents potentially involve conduct by a health care
practitioner who is Subject to dISCIp|Inar¥ action and
specifies that disciplinary action nay be taken bY t he
appropriate regul atory board under which the health care
practitioner iS5 |icenSed.
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