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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 1131
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Council for Smarter Governnent offered the follow ng

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 40, line 25,
renmove fromthe bill: said line

and insert in lieu thereof:
Section 22. Legislative intent.--The Legislature

recogni zes that many faith-based organi zati ons have been

successful at hel ping people to | ead happi er, nore productive,

and nore successful lives, and that when this occurs the

state, its comunities, and its citizens receive inportant

benefits. Further, the Legislature recogni zes that

faith-based organi zati ons have been particularly inportant to

and effective in the delivery of essential services to

Florida's nost vul nerable and needy citizens, both on a

contract and voluntary basis, and that wi thout such support

many citizens woul d experience a nuch poorer quality of life.

It is the Legislature's intent that neither state agencies nor

political subdivisions of the state, either by action or

i naction, inmpair such contributions to the combpn good, and
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that neither the state nor any of its agencies or politica

subdi vi sions be pernmitted to express hostility toward the free

exercise of religious |liberties by Floridians. Further, the

Legi sl ature intends that, whenever possi ble and reasonabl e,

t he agencies and political subdivisions of the state engage

faith-based organi zations to work col laboratively in the

delivery of services to Florida's citizens, consistent with

Fl ori da and federal constitutional |aw.

Section 23. (1) For purposes of this act, "progrant

neans:
(a) Any state program funded under part A of Title IV

of the Social Security Act, as anended by section 103(a) of

Title | of the Personal Responsibility and Wrk Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193.
(b) Any other program established or nodified under

Title | or Title Il of the Personal Responsibility and Wrk

Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 that pernits contracts

with organi zations or pernmits certificates, warrants, or other

forns of dishursenent to be provided to beneficiaries as a

neans of providi ng assi stance.

(c) Any other state programor policy initiative that

provides direct assistance to individuals or famli es.

(2) Any agency or political subdivision of this state

continues to have the authority to contract with faith-based

organi zations or to allow faith-based organi zati ons to accept

certificates, warrants, or other forns of disbursenent under

any program on the sane basis as any ot her nongover nnent al

provider, without inpairing the religious character of such

organi zations. Any faith-based organi zation nay act as a

subcontractor in the delivery of services under any program

on the sane basis as any other nongovernnmental provider

2
iginal & 9 copies 04/ 24/ 01
08: 17 am 01131-sgc -670967




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 1131
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

wi thout inpairing the religious character of such

organi zation. Each programto which this act is applicable

shall be operated in conpliance with federal requirenents

applicable to the particular program and consistent with the

Est abl i shment C ause of the United States Constitution and s.
3, Art. | of the State Constitution.
(3) Any faith-based organi zati on continues to be

eligible as a contractor or subcontractor, on the sane basis

as any ot her nongovernnental organi zation, to provide

assi stance or to accept certificates, warrants, or other forns

of di sbursenment under any program Any agency of this state or

any political subdivision of this state receiving funds under

any program shall not discrimnate agai nst any organi zati on

which is or applies to be a contractor to provide assi stance,

or which accepts certificates, warrants, or other forns of

di sbursenent, on the basis that the organi zation has a

religious character.

(4)(a) A faith-based organi zati on which has entered

into a contract with an agency or political subdivision of

this state, or which accepts certificates, warrants, or other

forns of dishursenent described in subsection (1), shal

retain its i ndependence fromstate and | ocal governnents, in

regard to the organi zation's control over the definition

devel opnent, practice, and expression of its religious

beli ef s.
(b) An agency or any political subdivision of this

state shall not require a faith-based organi zation to alter

its formof internal governance or renove religious art,

i cons, scripture, or other synbols in order to be eligible to

contract to provide assistance, or to accept certificates,

warrants, or other forns of disbursenent, funded under a
3
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program
(5) Each agency which adninisters any program

described in this section shall prepare a plan to inplenent

this section and, no |later than Septenber 1, 2001, shal

submt a copy of the plan to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(6) Any contractor or provider that has received a

contract to provide services under any program nay continue to

enpl oy faith-based organi zati ons as subcontractors on the sane

basi s as any ot her nongovernnental provider. Any agency that

admi ni sters any program described in this section nmay include

in any client services contract a requirenent that contractors

or providers prepare plans describing their inplenentation of

this section. A failure to deliver such plans, if required,

may be considered by the agency as a naterial breach of the

contract that nmay result in cancellation of the contract.

(7) Task force; nenbership; duties.--

(a) The "Task Force on Florida Partnerships" is hereby

created to serve through February 1, 2002. The task force

shal | consist of the foll owi ng nenbers:

1. Fi ve nenbers who are affiliated with a

communi ty-based or faith-based organi zation, to be appointed

by the Governor.

2. Two nenbers who are affiliated with a

communi ty-based or faith-based organi zation, to be appointed

by the President of the Senate.

3. Two nenbers who are affiliated with a

communi ty-based or faith-based organi zation, to be appointed

by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

4. A representative fromeach of the Departnent of

Children and Family Services, the Departnment of Juvenile
4
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Justice, the Departnent of Corrections, and the WAGES Board.
(b) The appointnents shall be nade no | ater than

Septenber 1, 2001, and immediately reported to the Departnent

of Managenent Servi ces.

(c) Each appoi nted nenber of the task force shal

serve at the pleasure of the appointing official. A vacancy on

the task force shall be imediately filled in the sane nmanner

as the original appointnent.

(d) The task force shall elect a chair fromanong its

nmenbers. A vacancy in the chair of the task force nust be

filled for the remainder of the unexpired termby an el ection

of the task force nenbers.

(e) The Departnent of Managenent Services shal

convene and facilitate the organi zational neeting of the task
force on or before October 1, 2001. Thereafter, the task
force shall neet as necessary, at the call of the chair or at

the call of a quorumof the task force, and at the tine and

pl ace designated by the chair. Seven nenbers of the task force

shall constitute a quorumand a quorumis required to conduct

of ficial business of the task force. The task force shall use

accepted rul es of procedure to conduct its neetings and shal

keep a conplete record of each neeting.

(f) Menbers of the task force shall receive no

conpensation for their services but shall be entitled to

receive fromthe Departnent of Managenent Services

rei mbursenent of per diemand travel expenses as provided in
s. 112.061, Florida Statutes.
(g) The Departnent of Managenent Services shal

provide staff for the task force

(h) The task force shall review, for conpliance with

the provisions of this act, the policies and procedures of
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each agency of this state or agency of a political subdivision

of this state which administers any program The task force

shall identify any barriers in the state's law, rules, or

policies that may prevent a faith-based organi zati on from

provi di ng assi stance under any program and reconmrend

solutions to those barriers. The task force shall act as an

advi sory body and shall nmake reconmendations to the Governor

and the Legislature on a coordinated plan to carry out the

legislative intent of this act.

(i) The task force shall al so evaluate the potenti al

useful ness of a statew de cl eari nghouse, district or regiona

|liaisons, or other nechani smthat would provide information to

assi st faith-based and ot her communi ty-based organi zations in

navi gati ng the state procurement process.

(j) The task force shall issue a report to the

Legislature no later than February 1, 2002, summarizing its

findings, stating its conclusions, and proposing its

reconmendat i ons.
Section 24. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 3, line 23,
renove fromthe title of the bill: providing an effective
dat e.

and insert in lieu thereof:
providing intent; providing a definition
reaffirmng certain agencies' authority to
contract or subcontract with faith-based
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organi zations or allow faith-based

organi zations to accept certificates, warrants,
or other forns of dishbursenent; specifying
eligibility of faith-based organi zati ons;
providing certain protections for faith-based
organi zations; requiring certain agencies to
prepare inplenentation plans and submit the

pl ans to the Governor and the Legi sl ature;
creating the Task Force on Florida
Part ner shi ps; providi ng nenbershi p; providing
duties; providing for per diemand travel;
providing for a report; providing an effective
dat e.

VWHEREAS, the Task Force on Victins of Self-Inflicted
Crines, as created by chapter 2000-366, Laws of Florida,
identified inits report issued January 18, 2001, a wi de
variety of potential |egislative solutions for reducing the
repetitious self-injurious behavior of prostitution and
subst ance abuse, and

VWHEREAS, those recommendati ons stemed fromthe
testi nony from nunerous individuals, substance abuse experts,
governnental officials, and private organizations throughout
Fl ori da, and

WHEREAS, a significant recomendati on nade by the task
force was recognition that state governnent should not and
cannot bear the sole burden of treating and hel pi ng those
suffering from addictions and sel f-injurious behaviors, and

VWHEREAS, the task force concluded that faith-based
organi zations are "arm es of conpassion" devoted to changi ng
i ndividuals' hearts and lives and can offer cost-effective
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subst ance abuse treatnent through the use of volunteers and
ot her cost-saving neasures, and

VWHEREAS, the task force concluded that i nmates with
hi stories of substance abuse will nost likely return to prison
Wi thout transition assistance and postrel ease supervi sion,
coupled with treatnent and job placenent, and

WHEREAS, research has proven that "one-on-one" private
and faith-based progranming is often nore effective than
governnent prograns in shaping and reclaining |lives because
they are free to assert the essential connection between
responsibility and human dignity; their approach is personal
not bureaucratic; their service is not primarily a function of
pr of essi onal background, but of individual conmtnent; and
they inject an elenment of noral challenge and spiritua
renewal that governnment cannot duplicate, and

WHEREAS, a study required by chapter 97-78, Laws of
Florida, to neasure the effectiveness of faith-based prograns
in Florida's correctional facilities found a strong and
beneficial correlation between faith-based progranmm ng and
remai ning crinme free and drug free upon rel ease, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Corrections enploys 105
prison chaplains who are responsi ble for addressing the
religious and spiritual needs of over 71,000 inmates; for
devel opi ng community |inkages with churches, synagogues,
nosques, and other faith-based institutions; and for
recruiting and supervising volunteers who cone into Florida's
prisons to provide spiritual prograns, nentoring activities,
and other transitional skills, and

WHEREAS, the continued investnent in the work of prison
chaplains and their clerical staff is a critical factor for
strengt heni ng volunteer participation and support of
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faith-based prograns in the prisons, as recognized by an
academ ¢ study in 1997 entitled "The Report of Faith-Based
Prograns in Correctional Facilities," and

VWHEREAS, the task force recommended that the
Legi sl ature fund faith-based substance abuse recovery prograns
and transitional assistance for the secul ar purpose of
reduci ng recidivism and

VWHEREAS, in an effort to transformlives and break the
personal | y destructive and expensive recidivismcycle, Florida
shoul d i ncrease the nunber of chapl ai ns who strengthen
vol unteer participation; expand the pilot dornmitory program
started in Novenber 1999; and inplenent a strong transitiona
assi stance residential programthat includes a voluntary faith
conponent that supports inmates as they reenter communiti es,
and

WHEREAS, state governnent shoul d engage Florida's
faith-based organi zati ons to enhance care for the needy and
fill holl ow hearts, and

WHEREAS, governnent nust have qualities of the spirit,
and

WHEREAS, the federal Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 specifically authorized
states to admi nister and provi de services under specific
prograns through contracts with charitable, faith-based, or
private organi zati ons, and

WHEREAS, health care facilities operated by or
affiliated with faith-based organi zati ons have been effective
partners in the provision of public health services for nany
years without interfering with the religious liberties of
Fl ori di ans, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature intends to engage Florida's
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churches, synagogues, other religious congregations, and
spiritual entrepreneurs to enhance care for the needy, NOW
THEREFORE,
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