Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1179
By Representatives Wl es, Henriquez, Kosmas and Franke

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school inprovenent;

3 providing a short title; amending s. 229.57,

4 F.S.; exenpting certain students fromthe

5 st at ewi de assessnent program revising the

6 schedul e of school performance grade categories
7 to include an additional plus sign designation
8 providing intent relating to the designation of
9 school performance grade categories; revising
10 the nmethod for determ ning school perfornmance
11 categories; revising the tinmefrane for

12 i mpl erent ati on of statew de assessnents;

13 prohibiting a school that has shown at |east a
14 50 percent increase in performance from being
15 desi gnat ed as perfornance grade category "F"

16 providing for schools to retain an "A"

17 desi gnati on under certain circunstances;

18 requiring the Legislature to conduct public

19 hearings; requiring the Departnment of Education
20 to provide assistance to district school boards
21 regardi ng the devel opnent of |ocal assessnents;
22 anmending s. 230.23, F.S., relating to powers
23 and duties of district school boards;

24 establ i shing a m ni num percentage sal ary

25 increase required to be paid by a district to
26 enpl oyees who denonstrate outstandi ng

27 perfornmance; requiring district school boards
28 to adopt a plan for conpliance with

29 per f or nance- based pay provisions; providing

30 addi ti onal nechani snms for providing assistance
31 and intervention for schools needing
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i mprovenent; deleting obsol ete | anguage;
anending s. 231.17, F.S.; revising requirenents
for receipt of a tenporary teaching
certificate; anending s. 236.08104, F.S.
requiring that categorical funds for

suppl enental acadenic instruction be adjusted
for inflation and growth; holding a district
harm ess for certain funds received; providing
requi renments for determining a district's

al l ocation; requiring the University of South
Florida to devel op and establish a teacher
preparation program providing program

requi renments; providing legislative intent;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, since its passage in 1999, the "A+ Plan for
Educati on" (chapter 98-398, Laws of Florida) has been
criticized by parents, district school boards, educators, and
school administrators for its nmany probl ens, and

WHEREAS, the issue of whether the opportunity
schol arship programis constitutional is currently before the
state courts, and

WHEREAS, the education community has come forth with
reconmendations to i nprove portions of the A+ Education Pl an
that do not enconpass the opportunity schol arship program and

WHEREAS, sinple nmeasures can be taken to inprove the
pl an for our children, w thout conpronising accountability,
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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1 Section 1. Short title.--This act nmay be cited as the
2 ['Best School s Act of 2001."

3 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3), subsection
41 (7), paragraph (a) of subsection (8), paragraph (i) of

5| subsection (11), and subsection (12) of section 229.57,

6| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

7 229.57 Student assessnent program --

8 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner

9| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educationa
10 | assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of

11 | the operation and managenent of the public schools, including
12 | school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa

13 | services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns.
14 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnment program the conmi ssioner
15| shal I :

16 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent

17 | testing programas part of the statew de assessnment program
18 | to be administered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure
19 | reading, witing, science, and nathenmatics. The testing
20 | program nust be designed so that:
21 1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
22 | adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
23 | tests nmust neasure and report student proficiency levels in
24 | reading, witing, and mathematics. Science proficiency nust be
25 | neasured statew de beginning in 2003. O her content areas nay
26 | be included as directed by the comm ssioner. The conm ssioner
27 | shall provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as
28 | appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with
29 | private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,
30 | postsecondary institutions, or school districts. The
31 | conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
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i mpl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
the public.

2. The tests are a conbination of normreferenced and
criterion-referenced and include, to the extent deternined by
the commissioner, itens that require the student to produce
information or performtasks in such a way that the skills and
conpet enci es he or she uses can be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the elenentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance i s deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., all 11th
grade students take a high school conpetency test devel oped by
the state board to test mninum student performance skills and
conpetencies in reading, witing, and mathenmatics. The test
nmust be based on the skills and conpetenci es adopted by the
state board pursuant to paragraph (a). Upon recommendation of
the commi ssioner, the state board shall designate a passing
score for each part of the high school conpetency test. In
establ i shing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possi bl e negative inpact of the test on minority students.
The commi ssioner may establish criteria whereby a student who
successfully denonstrates proficiency in either reading or
mat hematics or both may be exenpted fromtaking the
correspondi ng section of the high school conpetency test or
the coll ege placenent test. A student nust earn a passing
score or have been exenpted from each part of the high schoo

4
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conpetency test in order to qualify for a regular high schoo
di pl oma. The school districts shall provide appropriate
renedi al instruction to students who do not pass part of the
conpet ency test.

6. Students who enroll in grade 9 in the fall of 1999
and thereafter nmust earn a passing score on the grade 10
assessnent test described in this paragraph instead of the
hi gh school conpetency test described in subparagraph 5. Such
students nust earn a passing score in reading, witing, and
mat hematics to qualify for a regular high school diplona. Upon
recommendati on of the conmi ssioner, the state board shal
desi gnate a passing score for each part of the grade 10
assessnent test. |In establishing passing scores, the state
board shal | consider any possible negative inpact of the test
on mnority students.

7. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students, including students served in Departnent of
Juvenile Justice prograns, except as otherw se prescribed by
the comi ssioner. The conmi ssioner shall recomrend rules to
the state board for the provision of test adaptations and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns ang—for—students—who—have
Hted—EnghH-sh—proefi+etreney. Students who have linited English

proficiency and have participated in ESOL prograns for |ess

than 3 years are exenpt from participation in statew de

assessnents, unless exenption i s waived upon request of the

school or the student's parent or guardian. Only those

students continuously enrolled in a Florida public schoo

after October 1 of the school year of the assessnent shall be

included in the statew de assessment program

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNNNMNNNNRRRERRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1179
589- 150E- 01

8. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

9. School districts nust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progression and hi gh school graduation. The conm ssi oner shal
conduct studies as necessary to verify that the required
skills and conpetencies are part of the district instructiona
prograns.

10. By January 1, 2000, the Departnent of Education
nmust devel op, or select, and inplenent a comon battery of
assessnent tools which will be used in all juvenile justice
prograns in the state. These tools nust accurately reflect
criteria established in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.

The commi ssioner may design and i npl enment student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state.

(7) SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE CATEGORI ES. - -

(a) Beginning with the 1998-1999 school year's student
and school performance data, the annual report shall identify
school s as being in one of the follow ng grade categories
defined according to rules of the state board:

1.tay "A " school s making excellent progress.

2.{b)y "B," school s maki ng above average progress.

3.te)y "C, " schools nmaking satisfactory progress.

4.ty "D," schools making | ess than satisfactory
pr ogr ess.

5.te) "F," schools failing to nake adequate progress.
6
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Begi nning in the 2000- 2001 school year, schools designated as

perfornance grade categories "A" through "D' whose perfornmance

in the areas of attendance, parental involvenent, and dropout

rates neets or exceeds the state average, shall receive a plus

sign designation in addition to the |letter-grade designation

(b) Beginning—in—the—1999-—2006—sehoot—year-Each

school designated in performance grade category "A " naking

excel l ent progress, or as having inproved at |east two
perfornmance grade categories, shall have greater authority
over the allocation of the school's total budget generated
fromthe FEFP, state categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and
| ocal funds, as specified in state board rule. The rul e nust
provide that the increased budget authority shall remain in
effect until the school's perfornmance grade declines.

(8) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE
CATEGORI ES. - - For purposes of determ ning school perfornance

student perfornmance shoul d be based on a student's annua

| earni ng gai ns when the gain can be neasured with an accurate

and consi stent assessnment system Currently, the statew de

assessnent system cannot neasure a year's worth of know edge

because not all grades are tested and there is not sufficient

data to create a baseline to neasure inprovenent. Therefore,

it isthe intent of the Legislature that an alternative system

shoul d be created until 2 years of assessnent data are

available to start nmeasuring actual student |earning gains.

School performance grade category designations itemized in
subsection (7) shall be based on the foll ow ng:
(a) Tinmefranes.--
1. School performance grade category designations
shal | be based on one school year of perfornance.
7
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1 2. In school years 1998-1999 and 1999- 2000, a school's
2 | performance grade category designation shall be deternined by
3| the student achi evenent |evels on the FCAT, and on ot her

4 | appropriate performance data, including, but not limted to,

5| attendance, dropout rate, school discipline data, and student
6 | readi ness for college, in accordance with state board rul e.

7 3. |In the 2000-2001 school year, a school's

8 | performance grade category designation shall be deternined as
9| foll ows:

10 a. Elenentary schoaols. --

11 (1) Sixty percent of the performance grade shall be

12 | derived froma conposite of the FCAT scores for grades 4 and
131 5, and the percentage of kindergarten through grade 2 cl asses
14| for which there is a ratio of one teacher to twenty students.
15 (I'1) Twenty percent of the performance grade shall be
16 | derived froman assessnent by the school advisory conmttee of
17 | the progress toward the goals of the school inprovenent plan
18 (111) Twenty percent of the perfornance grade shall be
19 | derived froman assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo
20 | safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at ten percent
21 | each.
22 (1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to
23| five percent shall be awarded to a school for academ c and
24 | nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, and for the
25 | percentage of teachers with advanced certification or advanced
26 | degr ees.
27 b. Mddle schools.--
28 (1) Sixty percent of the performance grade shall be
29 | derived fromthe grade 8 FCAT scor es.
30
31
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1 (I'l1) Twenty percent of the performance grade shall be
2| derived froman assessnent by the school advisory comittee of
3| the progress toward the goals of the school inprovenent plan
4 (111) Twenty percent of the perfornance grade shall be
5] derived froman assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo
6 | safety prograns and initiatives, to be weighted at ten percent
7 | each.

8 (1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to

9| five percent shall be awarded to a school for acadenic and

10 | nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, and for the
11 | percentage of teachers with advanced certification or advanced
12 | degrees.

13 c. High schoals.--

14 (1) Sixty percent of the performance grade shall be

15| derived froma conposite of the grade 10 FCAT scores, and the
16 | school's overall dropout and graduation rate, which shall be
17 | weighted at thirty percent each

18 (I'1) Twenty percent of the performance grade shall be
19 | derived froman assessnent by the school advisory conmttee of
20| the progress toward the goals of the school inprovenent plan
21 (111) Twenty percent of the perfornance grade shall be
22 | derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo
23 | safety programs and initiatives, to be weighted at ten percent
24 | each.
25 (1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to
26 | five percent shall be awarded to a school for academ c and
27 | nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, for the
28 | percentage of teachers with advanced certification or advanced
29 | degrees, and for the total nunber of accel erati on nechani sns
30 | available to students.
31
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The Departnent of Education shall deternine and di sseninate

t he standardi zed net hod by which school advisory conmittees

shal|l make their assessnents pursuant to this subparagraph and

the departnent shall deternine a process for subm ssion of

docunent ati on and standards for assessnent of parental

i nvol venrent, school safety, and bonus point factors.tn—the

4. Beginning in the 2001-2002 school year and

thereafter, a school's performance grade category designhation

shall be determ ned as foll ows:

a. Elenentary schoaols. --

(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade shall be

derived froma conposite of the FCAT scores for grades 4 and

5, and the percentage of kindergarten through grade 2 cl asses

for which there is a ratio of one teacher to twenty students.

(I'1) Twenty percent of the performance grade shall be

derived from an assessnent by the school advisory comittee of

the progress toward the goals of the school inprovenent plan

(111) Twenty percent of the perfornance grade shall be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety progranms and initiatives, to be weighted at ten percent

each.

(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to

five percent shall be awarded to a school for acadenic and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, and for the

10
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percent age of teachers with advanced certification or advanced

degr ees.
b. Mddle schools.--
(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade shall be

derived fromthe grade 8 FCAT scores.

(I'l1) Twenty percent of the performance grade shall be

derived from an assessnent by the school advisory comittee of

the progress toward the goals of the school inprovenent plan

(111) Twenty percent of the perfornance grade shall be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety progranms and initiatives, to be weighted at ten percent

each.

(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to

five percent shall be awarded to a school for acadenic and

nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, and for the

percent age of teachers with advanced certification or advanced

degr ees.
c. High schoals.--

(1) Sixty percent of the performance grade shall be

derived froma conposite of the grade 10 FCAT scores, and the

school's overall dropout and graduation rate, which shall be

wei ghted at thirty percent each

(I'l1) Twenty percent of the performance grade shall be

derived from an assessnent by the school advisory comittee of

the progress toward the goals of the school inprovenent plan

(111) Twenty percent of the perfornance grade shall be

derived from an assessnent of parental involvenent and schoo

safety progranms and initiatives, to be weighted at ten percent

each.

(1V) A bonus to the total perfornance grade of up to

five percent shall be awarded to a school for acadenic and
11
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nonacadeni ¢ achi evenents not assessed by the FCAT, for the

percent age of teachers with advanced certification or advanced

degrees, and for the total nunber of accel erati on nechani sns

avai l abl e to students.

The Departnent of Education shall deternine and di sseninate

t he standardi zed net hod by which school advisory conmittees

shal|l make their assessnents pursuant to this subparagraph

and the departnent shall determi ne a process for submi ssion of

docunent ati on and standards for assessnent of parental

i nvol venent, school safety, and bonus point factors. Begraring

5. Beginning in the 2000-2001 school year, a schoo

t hat has been desi gnated as performance grade category "F" in

a prior school year shall not be designated as perfornmance

grade category "F" using the current year's data if that

school has shown at |east a 50 percent increase toward the

baseline score in each subject area

6. Beginning in the 2000-2001 school year, a schoo

that is designated as perfornance grade category "A" shal

retain its "A" designation as |long as the school's perfornmance

on the FCAT and in the areas of attendance, parenta

i nvol verrent, and dropout rates renain within 5 percent of the

previous year's |levels of performance. If the perfornance

| evel s of a school that is designated as performance grade

category "A" decline in any area for 2 consecutive years, the
12
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1| school shall be designated as a | ower school perfornance grade
2 | category.

3 7. During the 2002- 2003 school year, the Legislature
4 | shall convene a joint comrttee to conduct public hearings on
5] the school perfornmance grade requirenents of this subsection
6| to receive reconmendations for revisions to i nprove the

7| program The joint conmittee shall neet in at |east six

8 | conmunities around the state. The recommendati ons shall be

9| considered prior to adopting the programfor the 2003-2004

10 | school year and thereafter

11

12 | The Departnent of Education shall study the effects of

13 | nobility on the performance of highly nobile students and

14 | reconmend prograns to i nprove the performance of such

15 | students. The state board shall adopt appropriate criteria for
16 | each school performance grade category. The criteria nust also
17 | gi ve added wei ght to student achi evenent in reading. Schools
18 | designated as performance grade category "C," naking

19 | satisfactory progress, shall be required to denpnstrate that
20 | adequat e progress has been nmade by students who have scored
21 | anong the | owest 25 percent of students in the state as well
22 | as by the overall popul ation of students in the school
23 (11) STATEW DE ASSESSMENTS. - - The Depart nent of
24 | Education is authorized, subject to appropriation, to
25| negotiate a nultiyear contract for the devel opnent, field
26 | testing, and inplenentation of annual assessnments of students
27| in grades 3 through 10. Such assessnents nust conply with the
28| following criteria:
29 (i) Assessnents shall be inplenented statew de no
30| later than the spring of the 2000-2001 school year
31| Assessnents shall be adninistered no earlier than April 1 and

13
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1179
589- 150E- 01

1| results nmust be provided to districts no later than May 15

2 | annually, beginning in the 2001-2002 school year

3 (12) LOCAL ASSESSMENTS. - - Measurenent of the |earning

4| gains of students in all subjects and grade | evels other than
5| subjects and grade | evels required for the state assessnent

6| programis the responsibility of the school districts. It is

7| the intent of the Legislature that the Departnent of Education
8 | provide assistance in the devel opment of the |ocal

9 | assessnents.

10 Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section
11| 230.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

12 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
13 | board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and

14 | performall duties |listed bel ow

15 (5) PERSONNEL. - - Desi gnate positions to be filled

16 | prescribe qualifications for those positions, and provide for
17 | t he appoi ntnent, conpensation, pronotion, suspension, and

18 | di smissal of enployees as follows, subject to the requirenents
19 | of chapter 231:

20 (c) Conpensation and sal ary schedul es. --Adopt a sal ary
21 | schedul e or salary schedul es designed to furnish incentives

22 | for inprovenent in training and for continued efficient

23 | service to be used as a basis for paying all school enployees
24 | and fix and authorize the conpensation of school enployees on
25| the basis thereof. A district school board, in determ ning the
26 | sal ary schedule for instructional personnel, nust base a

27 | portion of each enpl oyee's conpensati on on perfornmance

28 | denponstrated under s. 231.29, nust consider the prior teaching
29 | experience of a person who has been designated state teacher
30| of the year by any state in the United States, and nust

31| consider prior professional experience in the field of

14
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1| education gained in positions in addition to district |evel

2| instructional and administrative positions. In devel oping the
3| salary schedule, the district school board shall seek input

4| from parents, teachers, and representatives of the business

5] community. By June 30, 2002, or beginning with the ful

6 | i npl ementation of an annual assessnent of | earning gains,

7 | whi chever occurs later, the adopted district school board

8 | budget nust include a reserve to fully fund an additiona

9 | percent age 5—pereent suppl enent for school administrators and
10 | instructional personnel. The nini num percentage sal ary

11| increase required to be paid by each district to enpl oyees who
12 | denpnstrate outstandi ng performance shall be equal to the

13 | percentage i ncrease per weighted full-tine equival ent student
14 | for that sane year.The district's performance-pay policy is
15| subject to negotiation as provided in chapter 447; however,
16 | t he adopted salary schedul e nust allow school adninistrators
17 | and instructional personnel who denonstrate outstanding

18 | performance, as neasured under s. 231.29, to earn the

19 | percent age a—5—percent supplenent in addition to their
20 | i ndividual, negotiated salary. The supplenents will be funded
21| fromthe reserve funds adopted in the salary schedul e. The
22 | Commi ssi oner of Education shall determ ne whether the district
23 | school board's adopted salary schedule conplies with the
24 | requirenent for perfornmance-based pay. If the district schoo
25| board fails to adopt a plan for conpliance for the 2003- 2004
26 | school year and thereafter eofpty by the required date, the
27 | commi ssi oner shall wi thhold disbursements fromthe Educationa
28 | Enhancenent Trust Fund to the district until conpliance is
29 | verified.
30 Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section
31| 231.17, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

15
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231.17 Teacher certification requirenents.--

(6) TYPES AND TERVS OF CERTI FI CATI ON. - -

(c) The departnent shall issue one nonrenewabl e 2-year
tenporary certificate and one nonrenewabl e 5-year professiona
certificate to a qualified applicant who holds a bachelor's
degree in the area of speech-language inpairment to allow for
conpl etion of a naster's degree programin speech-1anguage
i mpai r nent .

Each tenporary certificate is valid for 3 school fiscal years
and i s nonrenewabl e. However, the requirenent in paragraph
(2)(g) must be met within 2 % cal endar years year of the date
of enpl oynent under the tenporary certificate. A schoo
district shall not enploy, or continue the enploynent of, an
i ndi vi dual beyond the 2 % cal endar year time period who has
not net the requirenent of paragraph (2)(g). The State Board
of Education shall adopt rules to allow the departnent to
extend the validity period of a tenporary certificate for 2
years when the requirenents for the professional certificate,
not including the requirenent in paragraph (2)(g), were not
conpl eted due to the serious illness or injury of the
applicant or other extraordinary extenuating circunstances.
The departnent shall reissue the tenporary certificate for 2
addi ti onal years upon approval by the Conm ssioner of
Education. A witten request for reissuance of the certificate
shall be submtted by the superintendent of schools, the
governi ng authority of a devel opnental research school, the
governing authority of a state-supported school, or the
governi ng authority of a nonpublic school

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 236.08104,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:
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236. 08104 Suppl enental academic instruction
categorical fund.--

(2) Categorical funds for supplenental academc
instruction shall be allocated annually to each schoo
district in the amount provided in the General Appropriations
Act .

(a) These funds shall be in addition to the funds
appropriated on the basis of full-tine equival ent student
(FTE) menbership in the Florida Education Fi nance Program ant
shall be included in the total potential funds of each

district, and shall be adjusted for inflation and grow h.

Districts shall be held harm ess for funds recei ved pursuant

to this section in fiscal year 2000-2001

(b) Adistrict's allocation shall be based on the

fol | owi ng:
1. One-third of a district's allocation shall be based

on the weighted FTE nenbership enrolled in schools in the

district that have been designated as performance grade

categories "D' and "F" for the prior year. Such portion of a

district's allocation shall be held harness for a 2-year

peri od.
2. Two-thirds of a district's allocation shall be

based on the total district weighted FTE nenbership.

(c) These funds shall be used only to provide
suppl enental acadenic instruction to students enrolled in the
K-12 program Supplenental instruction strategi es may include,
but are not limted to: nodified curriculum reading
instruction, after-school instruction, tutoring, nentoring,
cl ass size reduction, extended school year, intensive skills
devel opnent in sumer school, and other nethods for inproving
student achi evenent. Supplenental instruction may be provided
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to a student in any manner and at any tine during or beyond
the regular 180-day termidentified by the school as being the
nost effective and efficient way to best help that student
progress fromgrade to grade and to graduate.

Section 6. By July 1, 2002, the University of South
Fl orida shall devel op and establish at its Tanpa canpus a

ri gorous teacher preparation programfor highly tal ented

students. The program shall be conducted in confornance with

the foll owi ng requirenents:

(1) When fully operational, the program nust serve 40

students annual |l y.

(2) Participants nust receive full schol arshi ps funded

t hrough private donations and other outside sources to cover

the cost of in-state tuition and mandatory student fees.

(3) Participants in the programshall be required to

teach at least 4 years in a Florida public school that has

been desi gnated as perfornance grade category "D' or

perfornance grade category "F," according to s. 229.57,

Florida Statutes. Participants who fail to fulfill this

requi renent shall be required to repay the University of South

Fl orida the anbunt of annual assistance received for each year

of the unfulfilled teaching comitnent.

It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage other

universities to review, and consider for adoption, the program

establ i shed by this section

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY

3
Creates the "Best Schools Act of 2001." Exenpts certain

4 students fromthe statew de assessnent program Revises
t he schedul e of school Perfornance grade_ categories to

5 i nclude an additional plus sign designation. Revises the
net hod for determ ning school “perforifmance categories.

6 Revises the timefrane for inplenentation of statew de
assessnents. Prohibits a school that has shown at | east a

7 50 percent increase in performance from bei ng desi gnhat ed
as performance grade category "F." Provides for schools

8 to retain an "A" designation” under certain circunstances.
Requires the Legislatiure to_conduct public hearings.

9 Requires the Departnent of Education to provide
assi stance to district school boards regarding the

10 devel opnent _ of | ocal assessnents. Revi sés powers and
duties of district school boards: establishes a m nimum

11 percentage salary increase required to be paid by a
district "to enpl oyees who denobnstrate outstandi ng

12 perfornmance; requires district school boards to adopt a
plan_for conpliance with perfornance-based pay o

13 provi sions; provides additional mechanisns for providing
assi stance and i ntervention for schools needing

14 i mprovenent; and del et es obsol ete | anguage. Revi ses
requi rements for receipt of a tenporary teaching

15 certificate. Requires that categorical funds for
suPPIenentaI academ c instruction be ad{usted_for

16 inflation, provides requirenents for determning a
district's allocation, and holds the district harml ess

17 for certain funds received. Requires the University of
South Florida to develop and establish a teacher

18 Preparat!on program Provides programrequirenents and
egislative Intent.
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