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By the Cormittee on Appropriations and Senator Sullivan

309-1689B- 01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to higher education; providing

3 Legislative intent; redesignating St

4 Pet er sburg Junior College as "St. Petersburg

5 Col l ege"; requiring accreditation; providing a

6 m ssion; providing for students and fees;

7 providing conditional authority to offer

8 baccal aur eat e- degree-| evel prograns;

9 aut hori zi ng certai n baccal aur eat e- degr ee

10 prograns and a process for increasing their

11 nunber; establishing a governing board and a

12 coordi nati ng board; providing for dispute

13 resolution; providing for certain enpl oynent

14 classifications; providing for the acquisition

15 of land, buildings, and equi pnent; authori zing

16 t he power of eninent domain; providing for

17 state funding; requiring a cost-accounting

18 process; providing an effective date.

19

20 WHEREAS, in the past 10 years, Florida has aggressively
21 | pursued strategies to increase the nunber of citizens who

22 | conplete a high-quality baccal aureate degree program

23 | including the allocation of over $575 nillion to build a new
24 | university, add branch canpuses and centers for existing

25| universities, create joint-use facilities in cooperation with
26 | community coll eges, and increase the use of technol ogy, and
27 WHEREAS, despite these efforts, Florida continues to
28 | rank anong the lowest in the nation in the production of

29 | baccal aureate degrees, especially in the fields experiencing
30| the greatest workforce demand, and

31
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1 WHEREAS, these high-dermand fields include teachers,

2| health care professionals, and qualified managers for private
3| firnms and public service agencies, including agencies that

4| protect public safety, and

5 WHEREAS, Pinellas County is Florida's nost densely

6 | popul ated county and is experiencing great need for these

7| professionals, and it has no free-standing state university,
8 | and

9 WHEREAS, Pinellas County is honme to nore than tw ce as
10 | many coll ege-age citizens as the nunber who live in four of
11| the counties that have free-standing state universities, and
12 WHEREAS, enrollnent at the College University Center at
13| St. Petersburg Junior College has increased to 725 students in
14 | only 1 year of operation, providing positive proof that the
15 | area can benefit frominnovative access to

16 | baccal aur eat e-degree education that is affordable and

17 | convenient to students who are working full tine, NOW

18 | THEREFORE,

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Legislative intent.--The Legi slature
23| intends to create an innovative neans to increase access to
24 | baccal aur eat e- degree-1 evel education in popul ous counties that
25| are underserved by public baccal aureat e- degree-granting
26 | institutions. This education is intended to address the
27 | state's workforce needs, especially the need for teachers,
28 | nurses, and busi ness nmanagers in agencies and firns that
29 | require expertise in technol ogy.
30 Section 2. St. Petersburg Coll ege; mssion.--St
31| Petersburg Junior College is redesignated as St. Petersburg
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Col |l ege. The college shall imediately seek accreditation from

t he Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools as a

baccal aur eat e- degree-granti ng col |l ege.

(1) The primary nmission of St. Petersburg College is

to provide high-quality undergraduate education at an

affordable price for students and the state. The purpose is to

pronmote econoni c devel opnent by preparing people for

occupations that require a bachelor's degree and are in denmand

by existing or energing public and private enployers in this

state.
(2) The college is to maintain the mssion and

policies of a Florida comunity coll ege, including the

open-door adni ssions policy and the authority to offer al

prograns consistent with a public comunity college's

aut hority.
(3) St. Petershurg College shall maintain the

di stinction between the college and its university center. St

Petersburg College is linmted to comunity coll ege prograns

and to sel ected baccal aur eat e-degree-| evel prograns that neet

communi ty needs and are authorized as provided by this act.

The University Center nay nake avail able nore diverse program

of ferings, but those prograns are offered by a participating

college or university and are not to be classified or funded

as a program of St. Petersburg Coll ege.

(4) The academ c policies of the upper-division

programat St. Petersburg College nust be in accordance with

policies of the State University System
(5) Sections 240.293 and 240. 2945, Florida Statutes,
apply to St. Petersburg Col |l ege.

Section 3. St. Petersburg Coll ege; students. --
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(1) St. Petershurg College shall maintain separate

records for students who are enrolled in courses classified in

t he upper division and | ower division of a baccal aureate

program according to the Commpbn Course Nunbering System A

student shall be reported as a community col |l ege student for

enrollnment in a | ower-division course and as a

baccal aur eat e- degr ee- program student for enrollnent in an

upper -di vi si on cour se.
(2) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege
shall establish the level of matriculation, tuition, and other

aut hori zed student fees.

(a) For each credit hour of enrollnent in a

certificate-level course or |ower-division-level college

credit course, matriculation and tuition fees nust be within

the range authorized in law and rule for a conmmunity coll ege

student at that |evel.

(b) For each credit hour of enrollnent in an

upper-di vision-level course, natriculation and tuition fees

nmust be in an anount established by the Board of Trustees of

St. Petersburg Coll ege. However, fees for upper-division

students nust reflect the fact that the coll ege does not incur

the costs of nmmjor research prograns. Therefore, the board

shal | establish fees for upper-division students within a

range that is lower than the fees established for students at

a public university but higher than the fees for community

col | ege students.

(c) Oher mandatory fees and | ocal fees nmust be at the

sane |level for all lower division students. For upper division

students, other nandatory fees and |l ocal fees nust be at a

| evel less than fees established for University of South

Fl orida students, regardless of programenroll nent or |evel.
4
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1| However, students in workforce devel opnent educati on courses

2| mintain the authorized fee exenptions described in section

3] 239.117, Florida Statutes, and may be exenpt from/|l ocal fees

4 | inposed by the Board of Trustees, at the board's discretion.

5 Section 4. St. Petersburg Coll ege; degrees.--

6 (1) In addition to the certificates, diploms, and

7 | degrees authorized in section 240.301, Florida Statutes, St

8 | Petersburg Coll ege nay offer sel ected baccal aureate degrees.

9] Initially, the college may offer programs that lead to a

10 | baccal aureate degree in the followi ng fields:

11 (a) Bachelor of Science in Nursing. This program nust
12 | be designed to articulate with the Associate in Science Degree
13]in nursing. St. Petersburg College shall continue to offer the
14 | Associate in Science degree in nursing.

15 (b) Bachelor of Arts and Bachel or of Science in

16 | El ementary Educati on.

17 (c) Bachelor of Arts and Bachel or of Science in

18 | Speci al Educati on.

19 (d) Bachelor of Arts and Bachel or of Science in

20 | Secondary Educati on

21 (e) Bachelor of Applied Science in fields selected by
22 | the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg Coll ege. The board

23 | shall base the selection on an anal ysis of workforce needs and
24 | opportunities in the follow ng counties: Pinellas, Pasco,

25 | Hernando, and other counties approved by the Florida

26 | Departnent of Education. For each program sel ected, St.

27 | Petersburg College nmust offer a rel ated Associ ate-i n-Sci ence
28 | or Associ ate-in- Appli ed-Sci ence degree program and the

29 | baccal aur eat e- degree-1 evel program nust be designed to

30| articulate fully with at | east one Associ ate-in-Sci ence degree
31| program The college is encouraged to devel op articul ation
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1| agreenents for enroll nent of graduates of rel ated

2 | Associ at e-i n- Appl i ed- Sci ence degr ee prograns.

3 (2) St. Petershurg Coll ege may offer courses that

4 | enabl e teachers to qualify for certification and

5| recertification as required by law or rule.

6 (3) The college nmay offer prograns to provide

7 | opportunities for a person who holds a baccal aureat e degree,
8| but is not certified to teach, to obtain any additiona

9| courses required for teacher certification

10 (4) WMasters-degree-level prograns and doctora

11 | prograns nmay be provided by agreenent with a college or

12 | university participating in the University Center of St

13 | Pet ersburg Col |l ege.

14 (5) For those students living outside the St

15| Petersburg Col |l ege service area, St. Petersburg Coll ege shal
16 | recruit for the upper-division only those students who have
17 | earned an associate degree. |In recruiting upper division

18 | students in Pasco and Hernando Counties, St. Petersburg

19 | Coll ege shall work cooperatively with Pasco-Hernando Community
20| Coll ege and shall seek to offer courses and prograns at

21 | Pasco- Hernando Community Col | ege when feasi bl e. The nursing
22 | prograns, in particular, nust be conducted cooperatively, and
23| prograns at St. Petersburg College shall not conflict with

24 | Pasco- Hernando Community Col |l ege's and the University of South
25| Florida's cooperative nursing program

26 Section 5. St. Petersburg Coll ege; boards. --

27 (1) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Junior

28 | College is renaned the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg

29 | Col |l ege and serves as its governing board. The Governor shal
30 | appoi nt nenbers as provided in section 240.313, Florida

31| Statutes, and the board has the duties and authorities granted
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1| in sections 240.315 and 240.319, Florida Statutes, and by

2| rules of the State Board of Education

3 (2) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege

4 | may authorize direct support organizations as authorized in

5| sections 240.299 and 240. 331, Florida Statutes.

6 (3) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege

7| may continue to award degrees, diplomas, and certificates as
8 | authorized for St. Petersburg Junior College, and in the nane
9| of St. Petersburg Junior College, until St. Petersburg Coll ege
10 | receives its accreditation

11 (4) A coordinating board shall assist the Board of

12| Trustees in its deliberations concerning i ssues that affect
13 | the upper division of the college. The coordinating board

14 | consists of the President of the University of South Florida,
15 ) the President of St. Petersburg Coll ege, the President of

16 | Pasco- Hernando Conmunity Col |l ege, and the chairpersons of the
17 | boards of trustees of those institutions.

18 (5) Beginning 4 years after the coll ege receives

19 | accreditation to of fer baccal aureate degrees, the Board of
20| Trustees of St. Petersburg Coll ege nay deternine additiona
21| prograns to be offered, with the approval of the coordinating
22 | board. The deternination nust consider conmunity needs and
23 | econom c opportunities.
24 (6) The coordinating board shall neet at the request
25| of the President of the University of South Florida or the
26 | President of St. Petersburg Coll ege.
27 (7) |If the coordinating board cannot decide an issue
28 | of inportance to the prograns designed for upper-division
29 | students, the chief educational officer of this state shal
30 | resolve the issue.
31 Section 6. St. Petersburg Coll ege; enpl oyees. --
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(1) Enploynent at St. Petersburg College is governed

by the sane | aws that govern conmunity coll eges, except that

upper-division faculty are eligible for continuing contract

upon the conpletion of the fifth year of teaching.

(2) Enployee records for all personnel shall be

nmai ntai ned as required by s. 240.337, Florida Statutes.

Section 7. St. Petersburg College; facilities.--The

St. Petersburg College may request funding fromthe Public

Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund as a

community college and as a university. The nunicipalities of

Pi nel | as County, the Board of County Commi ssioners of Pinellas

County, and all other governnental entities are authorized to

cooperate with the Board of Trustees in establishing this

institution. The acquisition and donation of |ands, buildings,

and equi pnent for the use of St. Petersburg College are

aut hori zed as a public purpose. The Board of County

Conmi ssioners of Pinellas County and all nunicipalities in

Pi nel l as County may exercise the power of emnent domain to

acquire |l ands, buildings, and equi pnent for the use of St.

Pet ersburg Col | ege, regardl ess of whether such | ands,

bui | di ngs, and equi pnent are located in a community

redevel opnent area

Section 8. St. Petersburg Coll ege; state funding.--

(1) The Legislature intends to fund St. Petersburg

Coll ege as a comunity college for its workforce devel opnent

educati on prograns and for its | ower-division-level college

credit courses and prograns.

(2) The Legislature intends to fund St. Petersburg

Col | ege as a baccal aureat e-degree-level institution for its

upper-di vi si on-1 evel courses and prograns.
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(3) During the 2001-2002 fiscal year, St. Petersburg
Col |l ege shall estinate the appropriate |evel of funding for

these prograns. By March 1, 2002, the college shall conplete a

cost study and shall subnit to the Legislature a proposal for

cost accounting and | egislative budget requests designed to

acknowl edge its unique classification. The cost study nust

i ndicate actual costs projected for the first 4 years of

operation as a baccal aureate-level institution, with the first

students expected to enroll in the upper division in fal

senester of 2002.
Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSE?gEITUTE FOR

Changes the nane from St. Petersburg Coll ege and University
Centéer to St. Petersburg Coll ege.

Clarifies that all |ower division students will pay the sane

| evel of mandatory fees and |ocal fees, and that nandatorY and
| ocal fees for upper division students nust be | ess than those
charged by the University of South Florida.

Del etes the Ianguage allowing St. Petershburg College to
reenploy retired pérsonnel

Adds the President and Chai rman of the Board of Pasco-Hernando
Community College to the Coordinating Board

Specifies that for those students |iving outside of the St.
Pet ersburg Col |l ege service area, the college is to recruit for
t he upper-=division only those students who have earned an
assocl at e degree.

Speci fi es that when recrultlng upBer di vi sion students in
Pasco and Hernando Counties, St. Petersburg College is to work
cooperatively with Pasco-Hernando Comunity Coll ege and to

of fer courses and prograns at Pasco-Hernando Conminity Col |l ege

when f easi bl e.

Specifies that the nursing prograns, in particular, nust be
conduct ed cooperatlvely, and prograns at St. Petersbur
Col | ege shall not conflict w th Pasco-Hernando Contmuni Y'
Coll ege's and the University of South Florida's cooperative
nur si Ng program

Renoves | anguage appropriatinggfunds.
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