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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 1197

Arendnment No. 01 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Sorensen offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 171, between lines 29 and 30, of the bil

i nsert:
Section 132. Subsection (2) of section 189. 4042,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:
189. 4042 Merger and di ssol ution procedures. --
(2) The nerger or dissolution of an independent
special district or a dependent district created and operating
pursuant to a special act may only be effectuated by the
Legi sl ature unl ess otherw se provided by general law |f an
i nacti ve independent district was created by a county or
nmuni cipality through a referendum the county or nunicipality

that created the district may rmerge—o+ di ssolve the district
after publishing notice as described in s. 189.4044. |f an

i ndependent district was created by a county or nunicipality

by referendum or any other procedure, the county or

nmunicipality that created the district may nerge or dissolve

the district pursuant to the sanme procedure by which the
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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 1197
Amrendnment No. 01 (for drafter's use only)

i ndependent district was created. -However, for any stch

i ndependent district that has ad val oremtaxati on powers, the
sanme procedure required to grant such independent district ad
val orem taxation powers shall also be required to dissolve or
nerge the district.

Section 133. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of
section 189.4044, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

189. 4044 Special procedures for inactive districts.--

(1) The departnent shall declare inactive any speci al
district inthis state by filing a report with the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives and the President of the Senate
whi ch shows that such special district is no |longer active.
The inactive status of the special district nust be based upon
a finding:

(b) That a notice of the proposed declaration has been
publ i shed once a week for 2 4 weeks in a newspaper of genera
circulation within the county or nmunicipality wherein the
territory of the special district is |ocated, stating the nane
of said special district, the | aw under which it was organi zed
and operating, a general description of the territory included
in said special district, and stating that any objections to
t he proposed declaration or to any cl ai ns agai nst the assets
of said special district shall be filed not later than 60 days
following the date of last publication with the departnent;
and

Section 134. Subsections (3), (4) and (6) of s.

189. 418, Florida Statutes, are anended and subsection (5) of
s. 189.418, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

189. 418 Reports; budgets; audits. --

(1) When a new special district is created, the
district nust forward to the departnment, within 30 days after
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Amrendnment No. 01 (for drafter's use only)

t he adoption of the special act, rule, ordinance, resol ution
or other docunent that provides for the creation of the
district, a copy of the docunent. In addition to the docunent
or docunents that create the district, the district nust al so
submt a map of the district, showi ng any nunici pal boundaries
that cross the district's boundaries, and any county lines if
the district is located in nore than one county. The
departnment nust notify the |ocal governnment or other entity
and the district within 30 days after recei pt of the docunent
or docunents that create the district as to whether the
di strict has been deternined to be dependent or independent.

(2) Any anendnent, nodification, or update of the
docunent by which the district was created, including changes
in boundaries, nmust be filed with the departnment within 30
days after adoption. The departnent may initiate proceedings
agai nst special districts as provided in ss. 189.421 and
189.422 for failure to file the infornmation required by this
subsecti on.

(3) The governing body of each special district shal

adopt a budget by resolution each fiscal year. The tota

anount avail able fromtaxation and ot her sources, including

anounts carried over fromprior fiscal years, nust equal the

total of appropriations for expenditures and reserves. The

adopt ed budget nmust regul ate expenditures of the special

district, and it is unlawful for any officer of a special

district to expend or contract for expenditures in any fisca

year except in pursuance of budgeted appropriations.
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e I I o f ol I I
provided—n—s—218-38(1)—and

o ey r . I I I I
changes—

(4 The proposed budget of a dependent speci al

district shall be presented in accordance with generally

accepted accounting principles, contained within the genera

budget of the |local governing authority, and be clearly stated

as the budget of the dependent district. However, with the

concurrence of the local governing authority, a dependent

district may be budgeted separately.

: o 4oty ot L
o I ; : . Lo I
 ded s 11 45 I T
he toeal . hori horities

(5) A local governing authority nmay, inits

di scretion, review the budget or tax |l evy of any special

district located solely within its boundari es.

(6) Al reports or information required to be filed
with a | ocal governing authority under ss. 43+45.-189. 416,
189. 417, 218.32, and 218. 39 23834 —-and this section shall:

(a) When the local governing authority is a county, be
filed with the clerk of the board of county conmmi ssioners.

(b) When the district is a nmulticounty district, be
filed with the clerk of the county conm ssion in each county.

(c) \When the local governing authority is a
municipality, be filed at the place designated by the
nmuni ci pal governi ng body.

Section 135. Section 189.419, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

189.419 Effect of failure to file certain reports or
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i nformation. --

(1) If a special district fails to file the reports or
information required under s—3++45 s. 189.415, s. 189.416, s.
189.417, s. 189.418, s. 218.32, or s. 218.39 s—218-34 and a
description of all new bonds as provided in s. 218.38(1) with
the |l ocal governing authority, the person authorized to
receive and read the reports or information shall notify the

district's registered agent and the appropriate |oca

governing authority or authorities. At any tine, the governing
authority may grant an extension of tine for filing the
required reports or information, except that an extension nay

not exceed 30 days.

(2) If at any tine the local governing authority or
authorities or the board of county comm ssioners deternines
that there has been an unjustified failure to file the reports
or information described in subsection (1), it nay petition

the departnent to initiate proceedi ngs agai nst the speci al
district in the manner provided in s. 189.421

(3) If a special district fails to file the reports or
i nformati on required under —s—31+45;-s. 218. 32, s—21834—o0o+
s. 218.38, or s. 218.39 with the appropriate state agency, the

agency shall notify the departnent, and the departnent may
initiate proceedi ngs against the special district in the
manner provided in s. 189.421 or assess fines of not nore than
$25, with an aggregate total not to exceed $50, when fornmm
i nquiries do not resolve the nonconpliance.
Section 136. Section 189.429, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
189.429 Codification.--
(1) Each district, by Decenber 1, 2004, shall submt
to the Legislature a draft codified charter, at its expense,
5
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so that its special acts nmay be codified into a single act for
reenactment by the Legislature, if there is nore than one
special act for the district. The Legislature may adopt a
schedul e for individual district codification. Any codified
act relating to a district, which act is submtted to the
Legi sl ature for reenactnent, shall provide for the repeal of
all prior special acts of the Legislature relating to the
district. The codified act shall be filed with the departnent
pursuant to s. 189.418(2).

(2) The reenactnent of existing | aw under this section

shall not be construed as a grant of additional authority nor

to supersede the authority of any entity pursuant to | aw

Exceptions to |law contained in any special act that are

reenacted pursuant to this section shall continue to apply.

(3) The reenactnent of existing | aw under this section

shall not be construed to nodify, anend, or alter any

covenants, contracts, or other obligations of any district

with respect to bonded i ndebtedness. Nothing pertaining to

the reenactnent of existing |aw under this section shall be

construed to affect the ability of any district to | evy and

col |l ect taxes, assessnents, fees, or charges for the purpose

of redeening or servicing bonded i ndebt edness of the district.
Section 137. Section 218.34, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 11, |ine 26,
renove fromthe title of the bill: all of said line
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and insert in |lieu thereof:

© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLOO®~NO®UuDWNER O

Agriculture; amending s. 189.4042, F.S.
providing that an inactive independent special
district that was created by a county or
nmuni ci pality through a referendum nmay be

di ssol ved by the county or nmunicipality after
publication of notice as required for the

decl aration of the inactive status of a special
district; anending s. 189.4044, F.S.; reducing
t he number of weeks such notice of declaration
of inactive status nust be published; anending
s. 189.418, F.S.; providing that a dependent
special district may only be budget ed
separately with concurrence of the | oca
governi ng authority upon which said dependent
special district is dependent; deleting a
requi rement that the proposed budget of an

i ndependent special district |ocated in one
county be filed with the county; del eting
requi renments for each special district to file
certain reports, infornmation, and audits with
the |l ocal governing authority; anending s.
189.419, F.S., to conform anending s. 189.429,
F.S.; providing the effect of the reenactnent
of existing | aw pursuant to the required

codi fication of a special district charter;
repealing s. 218.34, F.S.; providing an

ef fective date.
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